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of their weight when we are perſuaded that he 
| only writes for argument's ſake, and has no 
* concern in the cauſe which he eſpouſes, This is 


the caſe of one who dray's his pen in the defence of 


property without having any; except, perhaps, in the 


fa libel, or a ballad. One is apt to ſuſpect, that 
the gi tak for liberty, emp 8 + in a Grub-ſtreet 


patriot, ariſes only from his apprehenſions of a goal ; : 
and that whatever he may pretend, he does not write 


to ſecure, but to get ſomething of his own. Should the 
government be overturned, he has nothing to loſe but | 


an old ſtandiſh. 
T queſtion not but he Near will conceive a r 


for the author of this paper, from the title of it; mans | 


de may be ſure, I am ſo conſiderable a N chat L can- 
not have leſs than forty ſhillings'a 


| © have rather choſen this title — any other, beeauſe 
| * I aaa catch * dnnn effectually 1 


HE arguments of « an N loſe a great deal | 
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1 are 
1 11 live, A 7 bel 1 ö not — 2 
4 takitig place ofia-Freneb\marquis:; and when I ſee one Wl © 
= 2 amuling himſelf in his little cabbage- 
3 garden, I naturally lock upon him as a. greater perſon | 
ane deen icheſt vi din hemp 6 | Jen 
= | The oule of commons i is the repreſer ntative of men 
= in y condition. I confider myſelf as one who gives ng” 
= Ne, to every law which paſſes: A free-holder 
in dur government being of the nature of a citizen of a 
Meme in that famous commonwealth ; who, by the e- gall 
legion of a tribune, had a kind of remote voice in every 
law that was enacted. So that a free holder is but one 
remove from a legiſlator, and for that reaſon ought to 
ſtand up in the defence of thoſe laws which are in ſome ; 
degree of his own. making. For ſuch is the nature of 3 
our happy conſtitution, that the bulk of the people vir- pics 
tually give their b e, e to every thing | 


they are il te 
bound. to. obey, and preſcribe to themſelves thoſe rules Wl *-" 


= be 3 they are to walk. A 
the. ſame time that I declare. I am a free-holder, a 
1 40 not bite my ſelf from any other title. A free- o g 


holder n may be either a voter, or a knight of the ſhire; 8 
=  2Wit, or a foxthunter; a ſcholar, or a ſoldier; nal. ir de 
derman, abe Wige a patriot, or a tock-jobber: But : 
; chuſe to,be diſtipguiſhed by this denomination, as the 7 
not hare is the baſis of all. other titles, Di pales > 
may grafted upon it; but this is the ſubſtanti 
2 chat conyeys ta them their life, taſte and beauty; land oY 
= without which, they, are no more than bloſſoms, that : 
would fall away with every ſhake of wind. 
And here 15 cannot but take occaſion to congratulate 
= - 2 upon the increaſe of this happy tribe of men, 
= nee. by the wiſdom of the preſent parliament, I find the 
_ = free-holders — into the remoteſt Senn 


1 3 ofa the iſland. I mean that act which paſſed in the! o 
© —  Fllon for the e t of, nnen in See 
=, By which it is provided, 1 72 hat. 23 cuery uaſal and 

17 Pe nol <who ſhall continue peageable, and in 


1 * 3 ta his e, his beirs and; 


lader . of any.offender I 
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treaſon] wo holds fuch lands or tenements — 2 
ile crown, ſhall be weſted and ſeized, and are bere 
enatted. and ordained to hold the ſaid lands or tenements 
| of bis majeſty, his: heirs and ſucceſſors, in ſee and beri- 
age for ever, by fuch manner of holding, as any fuch " 
fender held ſuch lands or tene mentt of the crown, Re. 
Buy this means it is in the power of a Le 
be at all times a good tenant, without being a rebel; 
and to deſerve the character of a faithful ſervant, with- 
out 2 himſelf obliged to follow his maſter to the 
gallows. 
. can we ſuffitiently extol the goodneſs of his 
preſent majeſty, who is not willing to have a ſingle 
Have in his dominions ! Or enough rejoice in the Ex» 
erciſe of that loyalty, which, inſtead of betraying a man 
into the molt igneminious ſervitude; (as it: in 
fore” of ns 1 en -entitles him to 
the higheſt privileges o om property! It is 
now to be hoped, that we ſhall have few vallaſs; u 
the laws of our country. 

When theſe men have a taſte of property, they will 
naturally love that conſtitution from which 8 derive 
ſo great n. There is an un 
in calling any thing one's oun. A free-hold, th 
it be but in ice and fnow, will lake the owner plea 1 * 

in the poſſeſſion, and ſtout in the defence of it; and is 
a very proper reward of our allegiance to our 

king, who (by an unparalleFd- inſtance of eſs in 
a ſovereign, and infutuation in ſubjects) contends r 
me freedom of his people againſt — — and 
not ſuffer many of them to fall into a ſtate of ſlav all 


li they! are bent vpon with ſo much eagerneſs "and 
obſti 


A e bolder of Great: Britain, is heed r E 
ion to every thing that tends to bring him under a 
ubfection to the arbitrary will of another. Of this we 
ind: d abontrrin: all our hiſtoriegg where the 
5 Whoſe characters are the moſt umiable, ant 


ſtrike us with the higheſt veneration, are thoſe wh 
up manfully againſt the invaſions of civil l 


1 the complicated tyranny which Popery pe es 


RUN 


Ae 


EY — " =o l 
9 2 Se 
g n 1 


os, 
— 
- 


_ . - upon our bodies, our fortunes, and our minds, What 
—_ a deſpicable figure then muſt the preſent mock-patriots 6 
= make in the eyes of poſterity, who venture to be hang- 
ed, drawn, and quartered, for the ruin of thoſe civil 
rights which their anceſtors, rather than part with, choſe 
to. be cut to pieces in the field of battle? And what an 
opinion will after-ages entertain of their religion, who 
bid fair for a gibbet, by endeavouring to bring in a ſu- 
4 perſtition which their fore-fathers periſhed in flames to 
_ keep out ? | | | 
3 But how inſtructive foever the folly of theſe men may 
E- prove to future times, it will be my buſineſs more im- 
mediately to conſult the happineſs of the age in which 
I live. And fince ſo many profligate writers have en- 
deavoured to varniſh over a bad cauſe, I ſhall do all in 
my power to recommend a good one, which indeed re- 
quires no more than barely to explain what it is, While 


10 be 

many of my gallant countrymen are employed in pur- 
ſuing rebels half diſcomfited through the conſciguſneſs 1 
A of their guilt, I ſhall labour to improve thoſe victories . 
1 to the good of my fellow- ſubjects; by carrying on our 3 
= ſucceſſes over the minds of men, and by reconciling Bf th. 
tem to the cauſe of their king, their country, and their b 8 
1 a . a 7 8 5 Ks * 
religion. * 5 rit 


3 I'ᷣ0 this end, I ſhall in the courſe of this paper (to 3 4 
3 be publiſhed every Monday and Friday) endeayour to by 


= open the eyes of my countrymen to their own intereſt, BW | 
23 to ſhew them the privileges of an Engli/h free-holder, if ” 
= - Which they enjoy in common with* myſelf, and to make the 
| - them ſenſible how theſe bleſſings are ſecured to us by an 


- his-majeſty's title, his adminiſtration, and his perſonally 517 
character e 


27 have only one requeſt to make to my readers, that to } 
they will peruſe theſe papers with the ſame candour and ,,.... 
3 impartiality in which they are written; and ſhall hope tho! 
for no other prepoſſeſſion in favour of them, than what jeſty 
one would think ſhould be natural to every man, a de cam. 


dee ie be happy, and a good-vill towards thoſe ve e 
of making them ſo. jects 
hm 


3 was 
N 2 . bad 

J ; 4 ** 
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Non de Domino, ſed de Parente laguimur. Intelligamus 
ergo bona noſtra, dignsſque 15s illius uſu probemus ; - 
atque identidem cogitemus ; ſi 1:ajus principibus prae- 
 ftemus obſequium, qui ſervitute civium, quam qui li- 
bertate laetantur. PLIN. 


TFT WAVING in my firſt paper ſet forth the happi- 
H neſs of my ſtation as a free-holder of Great- 
Britain, and the nature of that property which 
is ſecured to me by the laws of my country, I cannot for- 
bear conſidering, in the next place, that perſon who is en- 
truſted with the guardianſhip and execution of thoſe laws. 
I have lived in one reign, when the prince, inſtead of 
invigorating the laws of our country, or giving them 
their proper courſe, aſſumed a power of diſpenſing with 4 
them; and in another, when the ſovereign was flattered 
by a ſet of men into a perſuaſion, that the regal autho- 
rity was unlimited and uncircumſeribed. In either of 
theſe caſes, good laws are at beſt but a dead letter; and 
by ſhewing the people how happy they ought to be, on- 
ly ſerve to aggravate the ſenſe of their oppreſſions. 
We have the pleaſure at this time to ſee a king upon 
the throne, who hath too much goodneſs, to with for 
any power, that does not enable him to promote the 
welfare of his ſubſects; and too much wiſdom to look 
upon thoſe as his friends, who would make their court 
to him by the profeſſion of an obedience, which they 
never practiſed, and which has always proved fatal to 
thoſe princes, who have put it to the tryal. His ma- 
jeſty gave a proof of his ſovereign virtues before he 
came to the exerciſe of them in this kingdom. His 
inclination tc juſtice led him to rule his German ſub- 
jects in the ſawe manner that our conſtitution directs 


him to govern tic Eng/i/>. He regarded thoſe which 
| Ol 


are 
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are our civil liberties, as the natural rights of mankind; 
and therefore indulged them to a people, who pleaded no 
other claim to them than from his known goodneſs and 
humanity. This, experience of a good prince, before 
we had the happineſs to enjoy him, muſt give great ſa- 
tisfaction to every thinking man, who a) how apt 
ſovereignty is to deprive human nature; and how ma- 
ny of our own princes made very ill figures upon the 
throne, who, before they aſcended it, were the favour- 
ites of the people. | 
What gives us the greateſt ſecurity in the conduct of 
ſo excellent a prince, is that conſiſtency of behaviour, 
whereby he inflexibly purſues thoſe meaſures which ap- 
pear the moſt juſt and equitable. As he hath the cha- 
racer of being the moſt prudent in laying proper ſchemes ; 
he is no lefs remarkable for being ſteady in accompliſhing 
what he has once concerted, Indeed, if we look into 
the hiſtory of his preſent majeſty, and reflect upon that 
wonderful feries of ſucceſſes which have attended him, 
T'think they cannot be aſcribed to any thing ſo much as 
to this uniformity and firmneſs of mind, which has al- 
ways diſcovered itſelf in his proceedings. It was by 
this that he ſurmounted thoſe many difficulties that lay 
in the way to his ſucceſſion; and by which, we have 
reaſon to hope, he will daily make all oppoſition fall 
before him, The fickle and unſteady politicks of our 
late Bri#i/5 monarchs have been the perpetual ſource of 
thoſe diſſentions and animoſities which have made the 
mation unhappy: whereas the conſtant and unſhaken 
temper of his preſent majeſty, muſt have a natural ten- 
dency to the peace of his government, and the unani- 
mity of his people. > OED | | 
Whilſt I am enumerating the publick v:rtues of our 
ſovereign, which are ſo conducive to the Advantage of 
'thoſe who are to obey him, I cannot but take notice, 
that his majeſty was bred up from his infancy with a 
love to this our nation, under a princeſs, who was the 
moſt accompliſhed woman of her age, and particularly 
famous for her affection to the Exgliſß. Our country: 


men were dear to bim, before there was any proſpect of 


their being his ſubjects; and every. one knows, that 
a nothing 


the pretender, fled before him. 
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nothing recommended a man ſo much to the diſtinguiſh- 


ing civilities of his court, as the being born in Great- 
Britain. 8 | 

To the fame of his majeſty's civil virtues, we may 
add the reputation he has acquired by his martial at- 


| chievements. It is obſerved by Sir Millium Temple, that 


the Eugliſh are particularly fond of a king who is vali- 


| ant: upon which account his majeity has a title to all 


the eſteem that can be paid the molt warlike prince; 
though at the ſame time, for the good of his ſubjects, he 


ſtudies to decline all occaſions of military glory; and 


chooſes rather to be diſtinguiſhed as the father, than as 


the captain of his people. I am glad his rebellious ſub- 


jects are too inconſiderable to put him upon exerting that 
courage and conduct, which rais'd him fo great a repu- 
tation in Hungary and the Morea, when he fought againſt 
the enemies of Chriſtianity ; and in Germany and Flan- 


| ders, where he commanded againſt the great diſturber 
of the peace of Europe. One would think there was rea- 


ſon for the opinion of thoſe, who make perſonal cou- 
rage to be an hereditary virtue, when we ſee ſo many 
inſtances of it in the line of Zrunfavick, To go no far- 
ther back than the time of our preſent king, where can 
we find among the ſovereign houſes of Europe, any other 


family, that has furniſhed ſo many perſons of diſtin- 


guiſned fortitude ? Three of his majeſty's brothers have 
fallen gloriouſly in the field, fighting againſt the enemies 
of their native country: And the bravery of his royal 
highneſs the prince of ales, is {till freſh in our me- 
mory, who fought with the ſpirit of his father, at the 
battle of Judenarde, when the children of France, and 

I might here take notice of his majeſty's more private 
virtues, but have rather choſen to remind my country- 
men of the publick parts of his character, which are ſup- | 
ported by ſuch inconteſtible facts as are univerſally 
known and acknowledged.  - 

Having thus far conſidered our happineſs in his ma- 
jeſty's civil and military character, I cannot forbear plea- 
fing myſelf with regarding him in the view of one, who 
has been always fortunate. Cicero recommends Pompey 


B 2 under 
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under this particular head to the Romans, with whom 
the character of being fortunate was ſo popular, that ſe- 
veral of their emperors gave it a place among their 
titles. Good fortune is often the reward of virtue, 
and as often the effect of prudence. And whether it 
proceeds from either of theſe, or from both together, or 
whatever may be the cauſe of it, every one is naturally 
pleaſed to ſee his intereſt conducted by a perſon who is 
uſed to good ſucceſs. The eſtabliſhment of the electoral 
dignity in his majeity's family, was a work reſerved for 


him finally to accompliſh. A large acceſſion of domi- | 
nion fell to him, by his fucceeding to the dukedom of | 


Zell, whereby he became one of the greateſt princes of 
Germany; and one of the moſt powerful rn au that 
ever ſtood next heir to the throne of Great-Britain, 
The dutchy of Breimen, and the biſhoprick of O/uaburgh, 
have conſiderably ſtrengthened his intereſts in the em- 
pire, and given a great additional weight to the proteſtant 
cauſe. But the moſt remarkable interpoſitions of provi- 
dence, in favour of him, have appeared in removing 
thoſe ſeemingly invincible obſtacles to his ſucceſſion; in 
taking away, at fo critical a juncture, the perſon who 
might have proved a dangerous enemy; in confounding 
the ſecret and open attempts of his traiterous ſubjects ; 
and in giving him the delightful proſpect of tranſmit- 
ting his power through a numerous and {till increaſing 
progeny. | | 

- - Upon the whole, it is not to be doubted but every 
wiſe and honeſt ſubject will concur with providence in 
promoting the glory and happineſs of his preſent maje- 
Ny, who is endowed with all thoſe royal virtues, that 
will naturally ſecure to us the national bleſſings, which 
"ought to be dear and valuable to a free people. 
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niſh the world with ſuch in 
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Quibus otio vel magnifice, vel molliter vivere copia erat, 
incerta pro certis, bellum quam pacem malebant. SAL. 


officer, who can write and read, to ſet down all 

the occurrences of a campaign, in which he 
pretends to have bcen perſonally concerned and to pub- 
ith them under the title of his Memirs, when moſt of 
his fellow-ſoldiers are dead that might have contradicted 
any of his matters of fact. Many a gallant young fellow 
has been killed in battle before he came to the third 
page of his ſecret hiſtory 5 when ſeveral who have taken 
more care of their perſons, have lived to fill a whole 
volume with their military . and to aſto- 
tances of their bravery, as 

had eſcaped the notice of every body elſe. One of our 


P's R one knows that it is uſual for a Frexch 


late Pre/ton heroes had, it ſeems, reſolved upon this me- 
thod of doing himſelf juſtice: And, had he not been 


nipped in the bud, might have made a very formidable 


figure in his own works, among poſterity. A friend of 
mine, who had the pillage of his pockets, has made me 


a preſent of the following memoirs, which he deſires 
me to accept as a part of the ſpoils of the rebels. I have 
omitted the introduction, as more proper for the in- 


ſpection of a ſecretary of ſtate; and ſhall only ſet down 


ſo much of the memoirs as ſeem to be a faithful narra- 
tive of that wonderful expedition, which drew upon it 
the eyes of all E e. | | 


£ 


AvixG thus concerted meaſures for a riſing, we 
[4 


had a general meeting over a bowl of punch. It 


* was here propoſed by one of the wiſeſt among us, to 
draw up a manifeſto, ſetting forth the grounds and 
<< motives of our taking arms: for, as he obſerved, there 


B 3 had 
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had never yet been an inſurrection in Exgland, where 


© the leaders had not thought themſelves obliged to give 
© ſome reaſons for it. Lo this end we laid our heads 
© topether, to conſider what grievances the nation had 
© ſuffered under the reign of king George, After having 
© ſpent ſome hours upon this ſubject, without being able 
© to diſcover any, we unanimoully agreed to rebel firſt, 
© and to find out reaſons for it afterwards. It was in- 
© deed eaſy to gueſs at ſeveral grievances of a private 
© nature, which influenced particular perſons. One of 
© us had ſpent his fortune: another was a younger bro- 
© ther : a third had the incumberance of a father upon 


his eſtate. But that which principally diſpoſed us in | 


© favour of the chevalier was, that moſt of the company 
© had been obliged to take the abjuration oath againſt 
© their will. Being at length thoroughly enflamed with 
© zeal and punch, we reſolved to take horſe the next 
© morning; which we did accordingly, having been 


© joined by a conſiderable reinforcement of Roman Ca- 


© tholicks, whom we could rely upon, as knowing them 


© to be the beſt Tories in the nation, and avowed ene- | 


© mies to Presbyterianiſm. We were likewtfe joined by 
© a very uſeful aſſociate, who was a fidler by profeſſion, 
© and brought in with him a body of lufty young fellows, 
© whom he had tweedled into the ſervice. About the 
third day of our march I was made a colonel; though, 
© I muſt need ſay, I gained my commiſhon by my horſe's 


© virtues, not my own; having leapt over a ſix-bar gate 


© at the head of the cavalry. My general, who is a 
« diſcerning man, hereupon gave me a regiment, telling 
me, He did not queſtion but I would do the like when 
ET came to the enemies paliſadoes. We purſued our 
© march with much intrepidity through two or three open 
© towns, to the great terror of the market people, and 
© the miſcarriage of half-a-dozen big-belly'd women. 
© Notwithſtznding the magiſtracy was generally againit 
© us, we could diſcover many friends among our ſpec- 
© tators ; particulary in two or three'balconies, which 
c were filled with ſeveral taudry females, who are known 
© in that covntry by the ancient name of Harlots. This 
© ſort of ladies received us every where with great de- 

5 * monſtrations 
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« monſtrations of joy, and promiſed to aſſiſt us with 
| © their prayers. After theſe ſignal ſucceſſes in the north 
of England, it was thought adviſeable by our general 
© to proceed towards our Scots confederates. During 
« our firſt day's march I amuſed myſelf with confider- 
ing what poſt I ſhould accept of under James the third, 
« when we had put him in poſſeſſion of the Briti/h do- 
© minions. Being a great lover of country ſports, I 
| ©< abſolutely determined not to be a miniſter of fate, nor 
c co be fobb'd off with a garter; till at length paſſing by 
a noble country ſeat which belongs to a Whig, I re- 
= *« ſolved to beg it; and pleaſed myſelf the remainder of 
© the day with ſeveral alterations J intended to make in 
it. For though the ſituation was very delightful, I 
neither liked the front of the houſe, nor the avenues 
that led to it. We were indeed fo confident of ſucceſs, 
© that I found moſt of my fellow-loldiers were taken up 
with imaginations of the ſame nature. There had 
„like to have been a duel between two of our ſubalterns 
{ © upon a diſpute which of them ſhould be governor of 

« Portſmouth, A Popiſh prieſt about the ſame time gave 

« great offence to a Norihumberland ſquire, whom he 
| © threatened to excommunicate, if he did not give up 
to him the church- lands, which his family had uſurped 
ever ſince the reformation. In ſhort, every man had 
$ cut out a place for himſelf in his own thoughts; fo 
that I could reckon up in our little army two or three 
lord- treaſurers, half-a-dozen ſecretaries of ſtate, and 
© at l-aft a ſcore of lords juſtices in Eyre for each fide 
* of Trent, We purſued our march through ſeveral 
* villages, wich we drank dry, making proclamation at 
« ovrentro=ce, in the name of James the third, againſt 
© all concealments of ale or brandy, Being very much 
© ſatigaed, wit the action of a whole week, it was a- 
« greed tc reſt on Sunday, when we heard a moſt ex- 
© cellent ſermon. Our chaplain inſiſted principally up- 
on two heads. Under the firit he proved to us, that 
© the breach of publick oaths is no perjury : And un- 
| © der the ſecond, expounded to us the nature of non- 
reſiſtance; which might be interpreted from the He- 

© brew, to lignify either loyalty or rebellion, according 
> | | | "0 
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© as the ſovereign beſtowed his favours and preferments, 
He concluded with exhorting us, in a moſt ck 
manner, to purge the land by wholeſome ſeverities, 
© and to propagate ſound principles by fire and ſword. 

We ſet forward the next day towards our friends at 
© Xelfo; but by the way had like to have loſt our ge- 
© neral, and ſome of our moſt active officers, - For 2 
fox unluckily croſſing the road, drew off a conſider- 
able detachment, who clapped ſpurs to their horſes, 
and purſued him with whoops and halloos till we had 


© Joſt fight of them. A covey of partridges ſpringing Wl 
© in our front, put our infantry in diſorder on the ſame | 
© day. It was not long after this that we were joined | 
© by our friends from the other {ide of the Frith. Upon 
© the junction of the two corps, our ſpies brought us | 


© word, that they diſcovered a great cloud of duſt at 
© ſome diſtance ; upon which, we ſent out a party to re- 
© connoitre, They returned to us with intelligence, that 


© the duſt was raiſed by a great drove of black cattle, | 


This news was not a little welcome to us, the army 
of both nations being very hungry. We quickly form- 
«© ed ourſelves, and received orders {or the attack, with 
« poſitive inſtructions to give no quarter. Every thing 
© was executed with ſo much good order, that we made 
a very plentiful ſapper. We had, three days after, 


the ſame ſucceſs againit a flock of ſheep, which we | 


© were forced to eat with great precipitation, having 

© received advice of general Carpenter's march as we 

* were at dinner. Upon this alarm we made ihcredible 

© {tretches toward the South, with a deſign to gain 

© the faſtneſſes of Preton. We did little remarkable 

© in our way, except ſetting fire to a few houſes, and 

« frighting an old woman into fits. We had now got 

a a long day's march of the enemy; and mecting with 
© a conſiderable refreſhment of October, all the officers 
© aſſembled over it, among whom were ſeveral Popi/h 
lords and gentlemen, who toaſted many loyal healths 

and confuſions, and wept very plentifully for the dan- 
ger of the church. We fat till midnight, and at our 

- © parting reſolved to give the enemy battle; but the 
© next morning changed our reſolutions, and proſecuted 
: gur 
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our march with indefatigable ſpeed. We were no 


' © ſooner arrived upon the frontiers of Cumberland, but 


ve faw a great body of militia drawn up in array a- 
« oainſt us. Orders were given to halt; and a council 
© of war was immediately called, wherein we agreed, 
with that great unanimity which was ſo remarkable a- 
© mong us, on theſe occaſions, to make a retreat. But 
© before we could give the word, the train-bands, taking 
advantage of our delay, fled firſt. We arrived at 
« Preſton without any memorable adventure; where, 
c after having formed many barricades, and prepared for 
© a vigorous reſiſtance, upon the approach of the king's 
troops under general Willi, who was uſed to the out- 
« landiſh way of making war, we thought it high time 
© to put in practice that paſſive obedience, in which our 


party ſo much glories, and which I would adviſe them 
| © to ſtick to for the future. 8 


such was the end of this rebellion; which, in all pro- 
bability, will not only tend to the ſafety of our conſti- 
tution, but the preſervation of the game. 


FFF 


— 


Ne ſe mulier extra virtutum cogitationes, extraque bel- 
lorum caſus putet, ipfts incipientit matrimonii auſpiciis 
admonetur, venire ſe laborum periculorumque ſociam, 


idem in pace, idem in proelio paſſuram auſuramque. 
Sic vivendum, fic pereundum.  _ T Aci. 


II is with great ſatisfaction I obſerve, that the wo- 
] men of our iſland, who are the moſt eminent for 

virtue and good ſenſe, are in the intereſt of the pre- 
ſent government. As the fair ſex very much recom- 
mend the cauſe. they are engaged in, it would be no 


ſmall misfortune to a ſovereign, though he had all the 


male part of the nation on his ſide, if he did not find 


himſelf king of the moſt beautiful half of bis ſubjects. 


Ladies 
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that they know Bridewell is a part of our conſtitution. 


government and Popery. As there are ſeveral of our 
ladies who amuſe themſelves in the reading of travels, 


wives, who are the ſlaves to flaves : every married 
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Ladies are always of great uſe to the party they e- 
ſpouſe, and never fail to win over numbers to it, 
Lovers, according to Sir William Petty's computation, 
make at leaſt the third part of the fencible men of the 
Britiſh nation; and it has been an uncontroverted 
maxim in all ages, that, though a huſband is ſome- 
times a ſtubborn ſort of a creature, a lover is always 
at the devotion of his miſtreſs. By this means it lies 


in the power of every fine woman, to ſecure at leaſt 
half-a-dozen able-bodied: men to his majeſty's ſervice, 


The female world are likewiſe indiſpenſably neceſſary | 
in the belt cauſes to manage the controverſial part of 
them, in which no man of tolerable breeding 1s ever | 


able to refute them. Arguments out of a pretty mouth 
are unanſwerable. 5 

It is indeed remarkable, that the inferior tribe of 
common women, who are a diſhonour to their ſex, 
have, in moſt reigns, been the profeſſed ſticklers for 
ſuch as have acted in oppoſition to the true intereſt of 
the nation. The moſt numerous converts in king James's 
reign, were particularly noted to be of this kind. I 
can give no other reaſon for ſuch a behaviour, unleſs 
it be, that it is not for the advantage of theſe female 
adventurers the laws of the land ſhould take place, and 


There are many reaſons why the women of Great- 
Britain ſhould be on the ſide of the Free-holder, and 
enemies to the perſon who would bring in arbitrary 


they cannot but take notice what uncomfortable lives 
thoſe of their own ſex lead, where paſſive-obedience is 
profeſſed and practiſed in its utmoſt perfection. In 
thoſe countries the men have no property but in their 


woman being ſubject to a domeſtick tyrant, that re- 
-quires from her the ſame vaſſalage which he pays ta 
the Sultan. If the ladies would ſeriouſly conſider the 
evil conſequences of arbitrary power, they would find, 
that it ſpoils the ſhape of the foot in China, where the 
barbarous politicks of the men ſo diminiſh the baſis 


of 
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of the ſemale figure, as to unqualify a woman for an 
evening walk or a country dance. In the Eaſt-1ndies, 
a widow who has any regard to her character, throws 
herſelf into the flames of her huſband's funeral pile, 
to ſhew, forſooth, that ſhe is faithful and loyal to the 
memory of her deceaſed lord. In Per/ia the daugh- 
ters of Eve, as they call them, are reckoned in the in- 


53 BW ventory of their goods, and chattels: And it is an 
1e uſual thing when a man ſells a bale of ſilk, or a drove 
alt of camels, to toſs half-a-dozen women into the bar- 
Ed gain, Through all the dominions of the Great Turk, 
TY a woman thinks herſelf happy if ſhe can but get the 
of Bl twelfth ſhare of a huſband, and is thought of no man- 
4% ner of uſe in the creation, but to keep up a proper 
th number of ſlaves for the commander of the Faithful, 
R I need not ſet forth the ill uſage, which the fair ones 
3» meet with in thoſe deſpotick governments that lie nearer 
* us. Every one hath heard of the ſeveral ways of lock- 
= ing up women in Spain and Italy I 45 if there is 
= any power lodged in any of the ſex, it is not among 
1 the young and the beautiful, whom nature ſeems to have 
2 formed for it, but among the old and withered ma- 
. trons, known by the frightful name of Gouvernantes 
and Dregnas. If any ſhould alledge the freedoms in- 
nd By dulged to the French ladies, he muſt own that theſe are 
he owing to the natural gallantry of the people, not to 
* their form of government, which excludes, by its very 
+ conſtitution, every female from power, as naturally un- 
a2 fit to hold the ſceptre of that kingdom. | 
* Women ought in reaſon to be no leſs averſe to Po- 
ts pery than to arbitrary power. Some merry authors have 
oy MER to demonſtrate, that the Roman Catholick re- 
Sa igion could never ſpread in a nation, where women 
_ would have more modeity than to expoſe their innocent 
104 liberties to a confeſſor. Others of the ſame turn have 
aſſured us, that the fine Britiſßi complexion, which 
reis fo peculiar to our ladies, would fuffer very much 
Ag | from a fiſh-diet : And that a whole Lent would give 
4 ſuch a ſallowneſs to the celebrated beauties of this 
2M iſland, as would ſcarce make them diſtingwſhable from 


thoſe of France. I ſhall only leave to the ſerious con- 
n | ſideration 
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ſideration of my country-women the danger any of 
them might have been in, (had Popery been our nati- 
onal religion) of being forced by their relations to a 
ſtate of perpetual vir-inity. The moſt blooming toaſt 
in the iſland might have been a nun; and many a lady, 
who is now a mother of fine children, condemned to 
a condition of life, diſagreeable to herſelf, and unpro- 
fitable to the world. To this I might add the melan- 
choly objects they would be daily entertained with, of | 
ſeveral ſightly men delivered over to an inviolable celi- 
bacy. Let a young lady imagine to herſelf the briſk 
embroidered officer, who now makes love to her with | 
ſo agreeable an air, converted into a monk; or the | 
beau, who now addreſſes himſelf to her in a full bot- | 
tom'd wig, diftinguiſhed by a little bald pate covered 
with a black leather ſkull-cap. I forbear to mention 
many other objections, which the ladies, who are no 
ſtrangers to the doctrines of Popery, will eaſily recol- 


lect: though I do not in the leaſt doubt, but thoſe I 


have already ſuggeſted, will be ſufficient to perſuade my 
fair readers to be zealous in the proteſtant cauſe. 

The freedom and happineſs of our Britiſh ladies is 
ſo ſingular, that it is a common ſaying in foreign coun- 
tries, F a bridge were built croſs the ſeas, all the ws- 
men in Europe would flock into England. It has been 
obſerved, that the laws relating to them are ſo favour- 
able, that one would think they themſelves had piven 
votes in enacting them. All the honours and indu]- 
gences of ſociety are due to them by our cuſtoms ; and 
by our conſtitution, they have all the privileges of 
Engli/þ-born ſubjects, without the burdens. I need 
not acquaint my fair fellow-free-holders, that every 
min, who is anxious for our facred and civil rights, is 
a champion in their cauſe ; fince we enjoy in common 
a religion agreeable to that reaſonable nature, of which 
we equally partake ; and ſince in point of property, our 
law makes no diſtinction of ſexes. 

We may therefore juſtly expect from them that they 
will a& in concert with us for the preſervation of our 
laws and religion, which cannot ſubſiſt, but under the 
government of his preſent majeſty ; and would . 

8 arily 
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f farily be ſubverted, under that of a perſon bred up in 
the -maſt violent principles of popery and arbitrary 
power. Thus may the fair ſex contribute to fix the 
peace of a brave and generous people, who for many 
ages, have diſdained to bear any tyranny but theirs; and 
be as famous in hiſtory, as thoſe illuſtrious matrons, 
who, in the infancy of Rome, reconciled the Romans 


and the Sabines, and united the two contending parties 
under their new king. 1 


No c. Friday, January 6. 
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Omnium ſocietatum nulla eft gravior, nulla carior, quam 
ea quae cum republica eſt unicuique noftrum : cart 
ſunt parentes, cari liberi, propinqui, familiares : ſed 


is omnes ommnium caritates patria una complexa eft : pro 
n- qua quis bonus dubitet mortem oppetere, ft ee fit Pro- 
* futurus ? | | Cc. 
en | 

r- HERE is no greater ſign of a general decay of 
ry virtue in-a nation, than a want of zeal in its 
nf inhabitants for the good of their country. This 
n c WW generous and publick-ſpirited paſſion has been obſerved 
1 of late years to languiſh and grow cold in this our 
e 


iſland; where a party of men have made it their buſi- 
) neſs to repreſent it as chimerical and romantick, to de- 


'5 Wl firoy in the minds of the people the ſenſe of national 
on glory, and to turn into ridicule our natural and ancient 
0 allies, who are united to us by the common intereſts 


both of religion and policy. It may not therefore be 
unſeaſonable to recommend to this preſent generation 
de practice of that virtue, for which their anceſtors 
were particularly famous, and which is called The love 
of one's country. This love to our country, as a moral 
virtue, is a fixed diſpoſition of mind to promote the 

5 E | | ſafety, 


* 
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ſafety, welfare, and reputation of the community in 
which we. are born, and of the conſtitution under 
which we are protected. Our obligation to this great 
duty, may appear to us from ſeveral conſiderations. 

In the firſt place we may obſerve, that we are di- 


rected to it by one of thoſe ſecret ſuggeſtions of nature, 
which go under the name of inſtinct, and which are | 
never given in vain, As ſelf- love is an inſtin& planted 
in us for the good and ſafety of each particular perſon, | 
the love of our country is impreſſed on our minds for 
the happineſs and preſervation of the community. This 
inſtinct is ſo remarkable, that we find examples of it 
in thoſe who are born in the moſt uncomfortable cli- 
mates, or the worſt of governments. We read of an 
inhabitant of Nova Zembla, who, after having lived | 
ſome time in Denmark, where he was cloathed and | 


treated with the utmoſt indulgence, took the firſt op- 


portunity of making his eſcape, though with the hazard 


of his life, into his native regions of cold, poverty, and 


nakedneſs. We have an inſtance of the ſame nature 


among the very Hottentosts, One of theſe ſavages was 
brought into England, taught our language, and in a 


great meaſure poliſhed out of his natural barbarity : | 
but upon being carried back to the Cape of God Hope 


(where it was thought he might have been of advantage 


to our Engli/h traders) he mixed in a kind of tranſport | 


with his countrymen, brutalized with them in their 
habit and manners, and would never again return to his 
foreign acquaintance. I need not mention the common 
opinion of the Negrocs in our plantations, who have no 
other notion of a future ſtate of happineſs, than that, 
after death, they ſhall be conveyed back to their native 
country. The Swif5 are ſo remarkable for this paſſion, 
that it often turns to a diſeaſe among them; for which 
there is a particular name in the German language, and 
which the French call The diſtemper of the country: 
for nothing is more uſual than for ſeveral of their com- 
mon ſoldiers, who are liſted into a foreign ſervice, to 
have ſuch violent hankering after their home, as to 
pine away even to death, unle's they have a permiſſion 
to return; which, on ſuch an occaſion, is generally 

granted 
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in granted them. I ſhall only add under this head, that 
er fince the love of one's country is natural to every man, 
at any particular nation, who by falſe politicks ſhall en- 
| deavour to ſtifle or reſtrain it, will not be upon a level 
di- with others. og 
re, # - As this love of our country is natural to every man, 
are ſo it is likewiſe very reaſonable ; and that in the firſt 
ed place, becauſe it inclines us to be beneficial to thoſe who 
on, are and ought to be dearer to us than any others. It 
for takes in our families, relations, friends and acquaint- 
ance, and, in ſhort, all whoſe welfare and ſecurity we 
are obliged to conſult, more than that of thoſe who are 
li- ſtrangers to us. For this reafon it is the moſt ſublime 
and extenſive of all ſocial virtues : eſpecially if we con- 
| ſider that it does not only promote the well-being of 
theſe who are our contemporaries, but likewiſe of their 
children and their poſterity. Hence it is that all caſuiſts 
are unanimous in determining, that when the good of 
the country interferes even with the life of the molt be- 
loved relation, deareſt friend, or greateſt benefactor, it 
is to be preferred without exception. 
- | Farther, though there is a benevolence due to all 
mankind, none can queſtion but a ſuperior degree of 
it is to be paid to a father, a wife, or a child. In the 
| ſame manner, though our love ſhould reach to the whole 
ſpecies, a greater proportion of it ſhould exert. itſelf - 
towards that community in which providence has placed 
us. This is our proper ſphere of action, the province 
allotted to us for the exerciſe of all our civil virtues, 
and in which alone we have opportunities of expreſſing 
our good-will to mankind. I could not but be pleaſed 
in the accounts of the late Perſian anbaſſy into France, 
with a particular ceremony of the ambaſſador ; who, 
every morning, before he went abroad, religiouſly fa- 
lated a turf of earth dug out of his own native ſoil, to 
remind him, that in all the tranſactions of the day he 
was to think of his country, and purſue its advantages. 
If in the ſeveral diſtricts and diviſions of the world, 
men would thus ſtudy the welfare of thoſe reſpective 
communities, to which their power of doing good is 
limited, the whole race of reaſonable creatures * 
a os @ 
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be happy, as far as the benefits of ſociety can make 
them ſo. At leaſt, we find ſo many bleſſings naturally 
flowing from this noble principle, that, in proportion 
as it prevails, every nation becomes a proſperous and 
flouriſhing people. „ 

. It may be yet a further recommendation of this par- 
ticular virtue, if we conſider, that no nation was ever 


famous for its morals, which was not at the ſame time 
remarkable for its publick ſpirit : patriots naturally riſe | 
ont of a Spartan or Roman virtue: and there is no 
remark more common among the ancient hiſtorians, 
than that when the {tate was corrupted with avarice 
and luxury, it was in danger of being betrayed, or 


fold. 


To the foregoing reaſons for the love which every 
good man owes to his country, we may add, that the 
actions, which are moſt celebrated in hiſtory, and which 
are read with the greateſt admiration, are ſuch as pro- 
ceed from this principle. The eſtabliſhing of good laws, 
the detecting of confpiracies, the cruſhing of ſeditions 


and rebellions, the falling in battle, or the devoting of 


a man's ſelf to certain death for the ſafety of fellow- 
citizens, are actions that always warm the reader, and 
endear to him perſons of the remoteſt ages, and the 


moſt diſtant countries. | 


And as actions, that proceed from the love of one's 
country, are more illuſtrious than any other in the re- 
. cords of time; fo we find that thoſe perſons, who have 


been eminent in other virtues, have been particularly 


diſtinguifhed by this. It would be endleſs to produce fn. 


examples of this kind out of Greet and Roman authors. | 


To confine myſelf therefore in ſo wide and beaten a 
field, I ſhall chooſe ſome inſtances from holy writ, 
which abounds in accounts of this nature, as much as 
any other hiſtory whatſoever. And this I do the more 


willingly, becauſe in ſome books lately written, I find 


it objected againſt revealed religion, that it does not 
inſpire the love of one's country. Here J muſt premiſe, 
that as the ſacred author of our religion chiefly incul- 
cated to the cu thoſe parts of their duty wherein they 
were moſt defective, ſo there was no need of inſiſting 


upon 
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upon this: the cus being remarkable for an attach- 


e 
y ment to their own country, even to the excluſion of all 
n ME common humanity to ſtrangers. We ſee in the beha- 
4 viour of this Divine Perſon, the practice of this virtue 

in conjunction with all others. He deferred working 
r- a miracle in the behalf of a Syro-Phoenician woman, 
er till he had declared his ſuperior good-will to his own 
1e nation; and was prevailed upon to heal the daughter 
{ce of a Roman centurion, by hearing from the cause, that 
io he was one who lov'd their nation, and had built them 
1s, a ſynagogue. But, to look out for no other inſtance, 


ce what was ever more moving, than his lamentation over 
or Jeruſalem, at his firſt approach to it, notwithſtanding 
he had foretold the cruel and unjuſt treatment he was 

ry to meet with in that city! for he foreſaw the deſtruc- 
he tion which in a few years was to fall upon that people; 
a deſtruction not to be paralleled in any nation, — 


the beginning of the world to this day; and in the 


ro- 

xs, view of it melted into tears. His followers have in 
»ns many places expreſſed the like ſentiments of affection 
of for their countrymen, among which none is more ex- 


traordinary than that of the great convert, who wiſhed 
he himſelf might be made a curſe, . provided it might 
turn to the happineſs of his nation; or as he words it, 
= 0 his brethren and ttnfmen, who are Iſraelites. This 
= inſtance naturally brings to mind the ſome heroick tem- 
per of ſoul in the great Fewi/> law-giver, who would 
have devoted himſelf in the ſame manner, rather than 


ave 
ly ſee his people periſh, It would indeed be difficult to 
uce find out any man of extraordinary piety in the ſacred 
ors. writings, in whom this virtue is not highly conſpi- 
n a cuous. The reader however will excuſe me, if I take 


notice of one paſſage, becauſe it 1s a very fine one, and 
-ants only a place in ſome polite author of Greece or 
Lame, to have been admired and celebrated. The king 
of Syria lying ſick upon his bed, ſent Hazael one of 
Wis great officers to the prophet E/:/ha, to enquire of 
him whether he ſhould recover. The prophet looked 
o attentively on this meſſenger, that it put him into 
ome confuſion ; or to quote this beantiful circumſtance, 
ting nd the whole narrative, in the pathetick language of 
pon | | C 3 | the 
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the ſcripture, Eliſha ſettled his countenance ftedfaſth 
upon him, until he was aſhamed: And Hazael ſaid, 


auhy weepeth my lord? And he ſaid, Becauſe I knxu | 


the evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Iſrael: 


their ſtrong ho!ds wilt thou ſet on fire, and their mex 
evilt thou flay with the ſcword, and wilt daſh their 
children, and rip up their avomen with child, And 
Hazael ad, But what, is thy ſervant a dog, that 
he ſhould do this great thing? And Eliſha anſwered, 
The Lord hath Jhewed me, that thou ſhalt be king over "i 


Syria. 


I might enforce theſe 2 for the love of our | 
country, by conſiderations adapted to my readers, as Y 


they are Engli/hmen, and as by that ineans they enjoy 


a purer religion, and a more excellent form of govern- # 


ment, than any other nation under heaven. But being 


perſuaded that every one mult look upon himſelf as in- 


diſpenſably obliged to the practice of a duty, which is | 
recommended to him by f 

amples, I ſhall only defire the honeſt in, 
reader, when he turns his thoughts towards the publick, 
rather to conſider what opportunities he has of doing 
good to his native country, than to throw away his 


time in deciding the rights of princes, or the like ſpe. 3 


culations, which are fo far beyond his reach. Let us 


leave theſe great points to the wiſdom of our legiſlature, E 
and to the determination of thoſe, who are the proper 
judges of our conſtitution, We ſhall otherwiſe be li- 
able to the juſt reproach which is caſt upon ſuch Chriſti-| 


ans, as walte their lives in the ſubtle and intricate diſ- 


putes of religion, when they ſhould be practifing the 


doctrine which it teaches, If there be any right upon 
earth, any relying on the judgment of our moſt emi- 
nent lawyers and divines, or indeed any certainty in 
human reaſon, our preſent ſovereign has an undoubted 
title to our duty was girl But ſuppoſing for ar- 
gument's ſake, that this right were doubtful, and that 
an Eugliſbman could be divided in his opinion, as to the 
perſon to whom he ſhould pay his allegiance : in this 
caſe, there is no queſtion, but the love of his country 
Ongar to caſt the ballance, and to determine him on 


that 


o many arguments and ex- 
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2 that fide, which is moſt conducive to the welfare of his 
id, community. To bring this to our preſent caſe, A 


197 | 
el: 
Hex 
bir 


man muſt be deſtitute of common ſenſe, who is capable 
= of imagining that the Proteſtant religion could flouriſh 
under the government of a bigotted Roman-Catholick, 
or that our civil rights could be protected by one who 


{11 has been trained up in the politicks of the moſt arbi- 
hat trary prince in Europe, and who could not acknow- ; 
--d, FF ledge his gratitude to his benefactor, by any remark- 
cer able inſtance, which would not be detrimental to the 


Britiſh nation. And are theſe ſuch deſirable bleſſings, 
that an honeſt man would endeavour to arrive at them, 
as through the confuſions of a civil war, and the blood 


joy of many thouſands of his fellow-ſubje&s ? on the con- 
rn- & trary, the arguments for our ſteady, loyal, and affec- 
ing | tionate adherence to king GEORGE, are fo evi- 
in- dent from this ſingle topic, that if every Briton, in- 
h is ſtead of afpiring after private wealth or power, would 
ex- {incerely defire to make his country happy, his preſent 
ing BY majeſty would not have a ſingle malecontent in his whole 
ick, ä cominions, 

ding | 2 
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ifti-| Fraus enim aſtringit, non diſſalvit perjurium. Cie. 
dif- 

the T a time when ſo many of the king's ſubjects 
pon A preſent themſelves before their reſpective ma- 
emi- giſtrates to take the oaths required by law, it 
y in may not be improper to awaken in the minds of my 
bted readers a due ſenſe of the engagement under which they 
ar- hy themſelves. It is a melancholy conſideration that 
that there ſhould be ſeveral among us ſo hardened and de- 
> the luded, as to think an oath a proper ſubject for a jeſt; 
this and to make this, which is one of the moſt folemn 
ntry acts of religion, an occaſion of mirth. Yet ſuch is 
on thedeprayation of out aianners at preſent, that nothing 


18 
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is more frequent than to hear profligate men ridiculing, 
to the belt of their. abilities, theſe ſacred pledges of their 


duty and allegiance ; and endeavouring to be witty | 


upon themſelves, for daring to prevaricate with God 
and man. A poor conceit of their own, or a quota- 
tion out of Hudibras, ſhall make them treat with levity 
an obligation wherein their ſafety and welfare are con- 
cerned both as to this world and the next. 


their defence. 


mined that an oath is always to be taken in the ſenſe 


of that authority which impoſes it: and that thoſe : 


whoſe hearts do not concur with their lips in the form 


of theſe publick proteſtations; or who have any mental | 
"reſerves, or who take an oath againſt their conſ{ciences, | 


upon any motive whatſoever ; or with a deſign to break 


it, or repent of it, are guilty of perjury. Any of theſe, | 


or the like circumſtances, inſtead of alleviating the 
crime, make it more heinous, as they are premeditated 
frauds (which it is the chief deſign of an oath to pre- 
vent) and the moſt flagrant inſtances of infincerity to 
men, and irreverence to their Maker, For this reaſon, 
the perjury of a man, who takes an oath, with an in- 
tention to keep it, and is afterwards ſeduced to the vi- 
olation of it, (though a crime not to be thought of, 
without the greateſt horror) is yet, in ſome reſpects, 
not quite ſo black as the perjury above-mentioned. It 
is indeed a very unhappy token of the great corruption 
of our manners, that there ſhould be any ſo inconſi- 
derate among us, as to ſacrifice the ſtanding and eſſen- 
tial duties of morality, to the views of politicks ; and 
that, as in my laſt paper, it vas not unſeaſonable to 

| prove 


No 6. 


Raillery of 
this nature is enough to make the hearer tremble. As 
theſe miſcreants ſeem to glory in the profeſſion of their 
impiety, there is no man, who has any regard to his 
duty, or even to his reputation, that can appear in 
But if there are others of a more ſeriu- 
ous turn, who join with us deliberately in theſe religi- 
ous profeſſions of loyalty to our ſovereign, with any 
private ſalvo's or evaſions, they would do well to con- 
ſider thoſe maxims, in which all caſuiſts are agreed, 
who have gained any eſteem for their learning, judg- | 
ment, or morality. Theſe have unanimouſly deter- 


2 
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prove the love of our country to be a virtue, ſo in this 
there ſhould be any occaſion to ſhew that per jury is a 
ſin. But it is our misfortune to live in an age when 
ſuch wild and unnatural doctrines have prevailed among 
ſome of our fellow- ſubjects, that if one looks into their 
ſchemes of government, they ſeem according as they 
are in the humour, to believe that a ſovereign is not 
to be reſtrained by his coronation-oath, or his people 
by their oaths of allegiance: or to repreſent them in 
a plainer light, in ſome reigns they are both for a 
power and an obedience that is unlimited, and in others 
are for retrenching within the narroweſt bounds, both 
= the authority of the prince, and the allegiance of the 
XX Now the guilt of perjury is ſo ſelf-evident, that it 

vas always reckoned amongſt the greateſt crimes, by 


3 thoſe who were only governed by the light of reaſon : 


The inviolable obſerving of an oath, like the other 
practical duties. of Chriſtianity, is a part of natural re- 
ligion. As reaſon is common to all mankind, the dic- - 
tates of it are the ſame through the whole ſpecies : 
and fince every man's own heart will tell him that there 
can be no greater affront to the Deity, whom he wor- 
ſhips, than to appeal to him with an intention to de- 
ceive; nor a greater injuſtice to men, than to betray 
them by falſe, aſſurances; it is no wonder that Pagans 
and Chriſtians, infidels and bclievers, ſhould concur in 
a point wherein the honour of- the ſupreme Being, and 
the welfare of ſociety are fo highly concerned. For this 
reaſon, Pythagoras, to his firſt precept of honouring 
the immortal Gods, immediately ſubjoins that of pay- 
ing veneration to an oath. We may ſee the reverence 
which the heathens ſhewed to thefe ſacred and ſolemn 
engagements, from the inconveniences which they often 
ſuffered, rather than break through them. We have 
frequent inſtances of this kind in the Raman common- 
wealth ; which, as it has been obſerved. by feveral e- 
minent Pagan writers, very much excelled all other 
Pagan governments in the practice of virtue. How 
far they exceeded in this particular, thoſe great cortup- 
ters of Chriſtianity, and indeed of natural religion, 
| the 
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the jeſuits, may appear from their abhorrence of every 
thing that looked like a fraudulent or mental evaſion, 
Of this I ſhall only produce the following inſtance. Se- 
veral Romuns, who had been taken priſoners by Han- 
nibal, were releaſed, upon obliging themſelves by an 
oath to return again to his camp. Among theſe there 
was one, who thinking to elude the oath, went the ſame 
day back to the camp, on pretence of having forgot 


ſomething. But this prevarication was ſo ſhocking to 


the Roman ſenate, that they ordered him to be appre- 
hended, and delivered up to Hannibal. 4 
We may farther ſee the juſt ſenſe the heathens had 
of the crime of perjury, from the penalties which they 
inflicted on the perſons guilty of it. Perjury among | 
the Scythians was a capital crime; and among the E- 
 gyptians allo was puniſhed with death, as Diodorus Si- 
culus relates, who obſerves that an offender of this kind 
is guilty of thoſe two crimes (wherein the malignity of 
perjury truly conſiſts) a failing in his refpe& to the 
Divinity, and in his faith towards men. *Tis unne- 
ceſſary to multiply inſtances of this nature, which may | 
be found in almoſt every author who has written on this | 
ſubject. | | 8 

If men, who had no other guide but their reaſon, | 
conſidered an oath tobe of ſuch a tremendous nature, 
and the violation of it to be ſo great a crime; it ought Þ 
to make a much deeper impreſſion upon minds enligh- | 
tened by revealed religion, as they have more exalted 
notions of the Divinity. A ſuppoſed heathen deity 
might be ſo poor in his attributes, ſo ſtinted in his 
knowledge, goodneſs, or power, that a Pagan might 
hope to conceal his perjury from his notice; or not to 
provoke him, mould he be diſcovered; or ſhould he 
provoke him, not to be puniſned by him. Nay, he 
might have produced examples of falſehood and per- 
jury in the gods themſelves, to whom he appealed. 
But as revealed religion has given us a more juſt and 
clear idea of the Divine Nature, he, whom we appeal 
to, is truth itſelf, the great ſearcher of hearts, who 
will not let fraud and falſehood go unpuniſhed, or Vd 
bim guiltleſs, that taketh his name in vain. And _ 

| [AM Wl 
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ry with regard to the Deity, ſo likewiſe with regard to 
on. man, the obligation of an oath is ſtronger upon Chriſti- 
Se. Jans than upon any other part of mankind; and that 
11. becauſe charity, truth, mutual confidence, and all o- 
ter ſocial duties, are carried to greater heights, and 
enforced with ſtronger motives by the principles of our 
religion. 1 

= Perjury, with relation to the oaths which are at pre- 
ſent required of us, has in it all the aggravating cir- 
cumſtances, which can attend that crime. We take 
them before the magiſtrates of publick juſtice ; are re- 


had minded by the ceremony, that it is a part of that obe- 
hey dience which we learn from the goſpel ; expreſly diſ- 


avow all evaſions and mental reſervations whatſoever; 


5 appeal to Almighty God for the integrity of our hearts, 
$:. i and only deſire him to be our helper, as we fulfil the 
ind oath we there take in his preſence, I mention theſe 
of circumſtances, to which ſeveral other might be added, 
the becauſe it is a received doctrine, among thoſe who have 


treated of the nature of an oath, that the greater the 


me- 
may ſolemnities are which attend it, the more they aggravate 
this the violation of it. And here what muſt be the ſucceſs 
chat a man can hope for who turns a rebel, after having 
ſon, diſclaimed the divine aſſiſtance, but upon condition of 
ure, being a faithful and loyal ſubject? He firſt of all deſires 
1ght that God may help him, as he ſhall keep his oath, and 
ioh- | afterwards hopes to proſper in an enterprize, which is 
lted the direct breach of it. | 
eity Since therefore perjury, by the common ſenſe of 
his WW mankind, the reaſon of the thing, and from the whole 
ight tenor of Chriſtianity, is a crime of { flagitious a na- 
xt to ture, we cannot be too careful in avoiding every ap- 


proach towards it. : 
„ he W The virtue of the ancient Athenians is very remark- 
per- able in the caſe of Euripides. This great tragick poet, 
led. though famous for the morality of his plays, had intro- 
and duced a perſon, who, being reminded of an oath: he 
peal Wl had taken, replyed, I ore with my mouth, but not 
who MM ith my heart, The impiety of this ſentiment ſet the 
Fold audience in an uproar ; made Socrates (though an inti- 
d as mate friend of the poet) go out of the theatre with in- 
| 8 9 8 dignation; 
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dignation ; and gave ſo great offence, that he was pub- ret 
lickly accuſed, and brought upon his trial, as one who ſec 
had ſuggeſted an evaſion of what they thought the molt BF the 
holy and indiſſoluble bond of human ſociety. So jea- un 
lous were theſe virtuous heathens of any the malle ind 
hint that might open a way to perjury. per 

And here it highly imports us to conſider, that we ſho 
do not only break our oath of allegiance by actual re- b Up 
bellion, be by all thoſe other methods which have a FF wh 
natural and manifeſt tendency to it. The guilt may gag 
ly upon a man, where the penalty cannot take hold of A 
him. Thoſe who ſpeak — of the perſon to Ch 


% 
whom they have ſworn allegiance ; who endeavour to 1 


alienate from him the hearts of his ſubjects; or to in- 4 
{pire the people with diſaffection to his government, can- 
not be thought to be true to the oath they have taken, 
And as for thoſe who by concerted falſehoods and de- Ne 

famations endeavour to blemiſh his character, or weaken 
his authority, they i incur the complicated guilt. both of "IF 

flander and perjury. The moral crime is compleated 
in ſuch offenders, and there are only accidental cir- Ver 
eumſtances wanting, to work it up for the cognizance = -7 
of the law. / 
Nor is it ſufficient for a man, who has given theſe 7 
folemn aſſurances to his prince, to forbear the doing 1 6 
him any evil, unleſs at the ſame time he do him all the 0 
good he can in his proper ſtation of life. = 
Loyalty is of an active nature, and ought to diſco- | 
ver itſelf in all the inſtances of zeal and affection to 
our ſovereign : and, if we carefully examine the duty | 
of that allegiance which we pledge to his majeſty, by | 
the oaths that are tendred to us, we ſhall find, that /e 
do not only renounce, refuſe, and abjure any allegiance 
or obedience to the Pretender, but ſwear to defend 
king George to the utmoſt of our power, againſt all trai- 
terous conſpiracies and attempts whatſoever, and to dif- 
elſe and make known to his majeſty, all treaſomt and 
fraiterous conſpiracies, which we ſhall know to be a-| 

gainſt him, 

To conclude; as among thoſe who have bound them- 
ſelves by theſe facred obligations, the a traitor * 
rebe 
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ab. rebel is guilty of perjury in the eye of the law; the 
'ho WE ſecret promoter or well-wiſher of the cauſe, is ſo before 
of the tribunal of conſcience. And though I ſhould be 
ea: unwilling to pronounce the man who is indolent, or 
leſt indifferent in the cauſe of 2 to be abſolutely 
perjured; I may venture to affirm, that he falls very 
ſhort of that allegiance to which he is obliged by oath, 
Upon the whole we may be aſſured, that in a nation 
Z which is tied down by ſuch religious and ſolemn en- 
gagements, the people's loyalty will keep pace with their 
2 morality ; and that in proportion as they are ſincere 
Chriſtians, they will be faithful ſubjects. jr 
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ated ES 
cir. Veritas pluribus modis infradta : primum inſcita rei- 
nce BY publicae, ut alienae ; inox libidine gſentandi, aut rur- 
= /us odio adverſus dominanten. Obtrefatio et livor 
heſe pronis auribus accipiuntur : quippe adulationi foedum 
bing inen ſervitutis, malignitati falſa ſpecies libertatit 
the #2. Tac. 
ſco- HERE is no greater ſign of a bad cauſe, than 
2 to when the patrons of it are reduced to the ne- 
duty | ceſſity of making uſe of the moſt wicked arti- 
„ by fices to ſupport it. Of this kind are the falſehoods and 
t calumnies, which are invented and ſpread abroad by 


the enemies to our king and country. This ſpirit of 


ance 

fond 3 malice and ſlander does not difcover itſelf in any in- 

ra- ſtances ſo ridi alous, as in thoſe, by which ſeditious 
dig, men endes. gur to depreciate his majeſty's perſon and 
au family; without conſidering that his court at Hanover 

e a. vas always allowed to be one of the politeſt in Europe, 


and that, before he became our king, he was reckoned 
| amongſt the greateſt princes of Chriſtendom. 
| D 


But 
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But the moſt glorious of his majeſty's predeceſſors 
was treated after the ſame manner. Upon that prince's 
firſt arrival, the inconſiderable party, who then labour- 
ed to make him odious to the people, gave ont, That 
he brought with him twenty thouſand Laplander:, 
cloathed in the ſkins of bears, all of their own killing; 
and that they mutinied becauſe they had not been re- | 
pou with a bloody battle within two days after their 
anding. He was no ſooner on the throne, than thoſe, 
who had contributed to place him there, finding that 
he had made ſome changes at court which were not to 
their humour, endeavoured to render him unpopular MF vi 
by miſrepreſentations of his perſon, his character, and till! 
his actions. They found that his noſe had a reſem- N gate 
blance to that of Oliver Cromwell, and clapt him on a þ 4 Zan! 
huge pair of muſtachoes to frighten his people with : or t 
His mercy was fear ; his juſtice was cruelty ; his tem- ters, 
perance, oeconomy, prudent behaviour, and applica- | a8 f 
tion to buſineſs, were Dutch virtues; and ſuch as we I victe 
had not been uſed to in our Engliſh kings. He did long 
not fight a battle, in which the Tories did not 10 7 bs 
double the number of what he had loſt in the field; ¶ Du 
nor ever raiſed a liege, or gained a victory, which did ſelve 
not coſt more than it was worth, In ſhort, he was | troo 
contriving the ruin of his kingdom ; and in order 10 = had 
It advanced Dr. Tillotſon to the higheſt ſtation of the mip! 
church, my lord Sommers of the law, Mr. Mountavi: liger 
of the "treaſury, and the admiral at Ja Hague of the road 
fleet. Such were the calumnies of the party in thoſe towi 
times, which we ſee ſo faithfully copied out by men i the | 
of the ſame principles under the reign of his preſent then 
majeſty. 

As the ſchemes of theſe gentlemen are the moſt ab- 
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furd and contradictory to common ſenſe, the means by B 
which they are promoted muſt be of the ſame nature. ny, 
Nothing but weakneſs and folly can diſpoſe Engl;/hmc! Mapt 1 
and Proteſiants to the intereſts of a Popiſh Pretender: the { 
and the ſame abilities of mind will naturally quality ple: 
his adherents to ſwallow the molt palpable and noto- the 
rious falſehoods. Their ſelf- intereſted and deſig ning diſti 
leaders cannot deſire a more ductile and eaſy pe as kno\ 
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Irs to work upon. How long was it before many of this 
e's ſimple deluded tribe were brought to believe, that the 


ir- Highlanders were a generation of mcn that could be 
nat BY conquered ! The rabble of the party were inſtructed 
5, to look upon them as ſo many Giants and Saracens ; 


g; and were very much ſurprized to find that every one 
of them had not with his broad ſword mowed down 
at leaſt a ſquadron of the king's forces. There were 
not only publick rejoicings in the camp at Perth, 
but likewiſe many private congratulations nearer us, 
among theſe well-wiſhers to their country, upon the 
victories of their friends at Preſton ; which' continued 
ll the rebels made their ſolemn cavalcade from High- 
gate. Nay, there were then ſome of theſe wiſe parti- 
ans, who concluded, the government had hired two 
or three hundred hale men, who looked like fox-hun- 
ters, to be bound and pinioned, if not to be executed, 
as repreſentatives of the pretended captives. Their 


we IE victories in Scotland have been innumerable; and no 
did longer ago than laſt week, they gained a very remark- 
ſlay able one, in which the Highlanders cut off all the 
1d ; ¶ Dutch forces to a man; and afterwards diſguiſing them- 
did felves in their habits, came up as friends to the king's 
was troops, and put them all to the ſword. This ſtory 
r to had a great run for a day or two; and. I believe one 
the might (till find out a whiſper among their ſecret intel- 
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ligence, that the duke oft is actually upon the 
road to London, if not within two day's march of the 
town. I need not take notice that their ſucceſſes in 
the battle of BDaubluin are magnified among ſome of 
them to this day; though a Tory may very well ſay 
with king Pyrrhus, That ſuch another victory would 
undo them. | 

But the moſt fruitful ſource of falſchood and calum- 
ny, is that which, one would think, ſhould be the leaſt 
apt to produce them; I mean a pretended concern for 
the ſafety of our eſtabliſhed religion. Were theſe pe o- 
ple as anxious for the doctrines which are eſſential to 
the church of England, as they are for the nominal 
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ning diſtinction of adhering to its intereſts, they would 
e o pic {Wknow, that the ſincere obſervation of publick oaths, 
to 8 = | alle · 
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allegiance to their king, ſubmiſſion to their biſhops, 
zeal againſt popery, and abhorrence of rebellion, are 
the great points that adorn the character of the church 

of England, and in which the authors of the reformed Þ 
religion in this nation have always gloried. We jult- 
ly reproach the 7e/uits, who have adapted all Chriſti. 
_ anity to temporal and political views, for maintaining 
a poſition ſo repugnant to the laws of nature, morality Þ 


and religion, That evil may be committed, for the 


fake of good, which may ariſe from it. But we can- | 
not ſuppoſe even this principle, (as bad a one as it is) 
ſhould inflaence thoſe perſons, who, by ſo many ab- 
ſurd and monſtrous falſchoods, endeavour to delude 


men into a belief of the danger of the church. If there 


be any relying on the ſolemn declarations of a prince, 
famed for keeping his word, conſtant in the publick | 
exerciſes of our religion, and determined in the main- 
tenance of our laws, we have all the aſſurances that 
can be given to us, for the ſecurity of the eſtabliſhed 


church under his government. When a leading man to 
therefore begins to grow apprehenfive for the church, 


you may be ſure that he is either in danger of loſing a 


place, or in deſpair of getting one. Tt is pleaſant on 
theſe occaſions, to ſee a notorious proffigate ſeized ji 
with a concern for his religion, and converting his 


ſpleen into zeal. Fheſe narrow and ſelfiſh views have 
ſo great an inflnence in this cry, that, among thoſe | 
who call themſelves the landed intereſt, there are feve- | 
ral of my fellow free-holders, who always fancy the 
church in danger upon the riſing of the bank-itock. | 
But the ſtanding abſurdities, without the belief of which 
no man is reckoned a ſtaunch churchman, are, That | 
there is a Calve's Head club; for which (by the way) 
ſome pious Tory has made ſuitable hymns and devoti- | 
ons: that there is a confederacy among the greateſt 
part of the Prelates to deſtroy Epiſcopacy; and that 
all who talk againſt Popery, are.Presbyterians in their 
hearts. The emiſſaries of the party are ſo diligent in 
ſpreading ridiculous fictions of this kind, that at pre- 
ſent, if we may credit common, report, there are ſeve- 
ral remote parts of the nation in which it is firmly 
9 believed, 


„Vo. THE FREE-HOLDER 41 


«, believed, that all the churches in London are ſhut up, 
re I and that if any clergyman walks the ſtreet in his habit, 
+ IF it is ten to one but he is knocked down by ſome ſturdy 
eq ſchiſmaticx. 

l We may obſerve upon this occaſion, that there are 
ti. many particular falſehoods ſuited to the particular cli- 
ng mates and latitudes in which they are publiſhed, accord- 
ty ing as the ſituation of the place makes them leſs liable 
he to diſcovery : there is many a lye, that will not thrive 
in- within a hundred miles of London: nay, we often find 
is) a lye born in Southwark, that dies the ſame day on this 
ſide the water : and ſeveral produced in the loyal ward 
ide of Port- ſoten of fo feeble a make, as not to bear carri- 
ere age to the Royal Exchange. However, as the mints of 
cc, ¶ calumny are perpetually at work, there are a great num- 
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ick ber of curious inventions iſſued out from time to time, 
un- which grow current among the party, and circulate 


through the whole kingdom. 

4s the deſign of this paper is not to exaſperate, but 

nan to undeceive my countrymen, let me deſire them to 

rch, ¶ conſider the mn inconveniencies they bring upon 
themſelves by theſe mutual intercourſes of credulity and 

falſehood. I ſhall only remind the credulous of the 


zed ſtrong deluſion they have by this means been led into 

his che greateſt part of their lives. Their hopes have been 
1ave Feeped up by a ſucceſſion of lyes for near thirty years, 
hoſe How many perſons have ſtarved in expectation of thoſe 


Proſitable employments which were promiſed them by 


eve- 
the he authors of theſe forgeries! How many of them 
ock. have died with great regrete, when they thought they 


ere within a month of enjoying the ineſtimable bleſ- | 
ngs of a popiſh and arbitrary reign |! | | 


way) I would therefore adviſe this blinded ſet of men, not 
voti- give credit to thoſe perſons, by whom they have been 
ateſt Y often fooled and impoſed upon; but on the contrary 

that e think it an affront to their parts, when they hear 
their om any of them ſuch accounts, as they would not 
nt in are to tell them, but upon the preſumption that they 


re idiots, Or if their zeal for the cauſe ſhall diſpoſe 
em to be credulous in any points that are favourable 
dit, I would beg of them not to venture wagers upon 
D 3 | | | the 
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the truth of them: and in this preſent conjuncture, by 
no means to fell out of the ſtocks upon any news they 
ſhall hear from their good friends at Perth. As theſe 
| ar fictions are the proper ſubjects of mirth and | 

ughter, their deluded believers are only to be treated | 


with pity or contempt. But as for thoſe incendiarie; | 


of figure and diſtinction, who are the inventors and i 


publiſhers of ſuch groſs falſehoads and calumnies, they 
cannot be regarded by others, but with the utmoſt de- 
teſtation and abhorrence; nor, one would think, by | 
themſelves, without the greateſt remorſe and compunc- 7 
tion of heart; when they conſider, that in order to 


give a ſpirit to a deſperate cauſe, they. have, by their 
falſe and treacherous inſinuations and reports, betrayed | 
fo many of their friends into their own deſtruction, | 
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Monday, January 16. 


Adveniet qui veſtra dies malicbribus armis | 
Verba redarguerit. VIER. 


upon the reading of my fourth paper, are ftudying 
methods how to make themſelves uſeful to the pub- 
lick. One has a deſign of keeping an open tea- table 
where every man ſhall be welcome that is a friend to 
king George. Another is for fetting up an aſſembly} 
for Baſſet, where none ſhall be admitted to Punt, that 
have not taken. the oaths. A third is upon an inven- 
tion of a dreſs which wilt put cvery Tory lady out of 
countenance : I am not informed of the particulars, 
but am told in general, that ſhe has contrived to ſhev 
her principles by the ſetting of her commode ;, ſo that 
it will be impoſſible for any woman, that is Jaffe, 
to be in the faſhion. Some of them are of opinion that 
the fan may be made uſe of, with good ſucceſs, again! 
Popery, by exhibiting the corruptions of the church of 

a : ; Ci 


[ HAVE heard that ſeverat ladies of diſtinction, ji 
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Name in various figures; and that their abhorrence of 
the ſuperſtitious uſe of beads, may be very aptly expreſ- 
ſed in the make of a pearl necklace. As for the civil 
part of our conſtitution, it is unanimouſly agreed among 
the leaders of the ſex, that there is no glory in making 
a man their ſlave, who has not naturally a paſſion for 
liberty; and to diſallow of all profeſſions of paſſive- 
obedience, but from a lover to his miſtreſs. 
It happens very luckily for the intereſt of the /4gs, 
that their very enemies acknowledge the fineſt women 
of Great-Britain to be of that party. The Torzes are 
forced to borrow their toaſts from their antagoniſts; 
and can ſcarce find beauties enow of their own fide, to 
ſupply. a fingle round of October. One may, indeed, 
ſometimes diſcover among the malignants of the ſex, a 
face that ſeems to have been naturally deſigned for a 
Whig lady : but then it is ſo often fluſhed with rage, 
.or Mono with diſappointments, that one cannot but be 
troubled to ſee it thrown away upon the owner, Would 
the pretty malecontent be perſuaded to love her king 
and country, it would diffuſe a chearfulneſs through 
all her features, and give her quite another air. I would 
therefore adviſe theſe my gentle readers, as they con- 
ſult the good of their faces, to forbear frowning upon 
loyaliſts, and pouting at the government. In the mean 
time, what may we not hope from a cauſe, which is re- 
commended by the allurement of beauty, and the force 
of truth! It is therefore to be hoped that every fine 
woman will make this laudable uſe of her charms ; and 
that ſhe may not want to be frequently reminded of this 
great duty, I will only deſire her to think of her coun- 
try every time ſhe looks in her glaſs. s | 
But becauſe it is impoſlible to preſcribe fuch rules, as 
ſhall. be ſuitable to the ſex, in general, I ſhall conſider 
them under their ſeveral diviſions of maids, wives, and 
widows. | 1 
As for virgins, who are unexperienced in the wiles 
of men, they would do well to confider how little they 
are to rely on the faith of lovers, who in leſs then a 
year have broken their allegiance to their lawful ſove- 
reign; and what credit is to be given to the vows and 
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proteſtations of ſuch who ſhew themſelves ſo little afraid 
of perjury. Beſides, what would an innocent young 
lady think, ſhould ſhe marry a man without examining 
his principles, and afterwards find herſelf got with child 
by a rebel ? 

In the next place, every wife ought to anſwer for 
her man. If the husband be engaged in a ſeditious club, 
or drinks myſterious healths, or be frugal of his candles 
on a rejoicing night, let her look to him, and keep him 


out of harm's way; or the world will be apt to ay, 


the has a mind to be a widow before her time. She 
ought in ſuch caſes to exert the authority of the curtain 
lecture; and if ſhe finds him of a rebellious diſpoſition, 
to tame him, as they do birds of prey, by dinning him 
in the ears all night long. | 

Widows may be ſuppoſed women of too good ſenſe 
not to diſcountenance all practices, that have a tenden- 
cy to the deſtruction of mankind. Beſides they have 
a greater intereſt in property then either maids or wives, 
and do not hold their jointures by the precarious te- 
nure of portions or pin-money. So that it is as unna- 
tural for a dowager, as a free-holder, to be an enemy 
to our conſtitution. 

As nothing is more inſtructive then examples, I 
_ would recommend to the peruſal of our Britiſh virgins, 
the ſtory of Clelia a Roman ſpinſter, whoſe behaviour 
is repreſented by all their hiſtorians, as one of the chief 
motives that diſcouraged the Tarquins from proſecuting 
their attempt to regain the throne, from whence they 
had been expelled. Let the married women refle& up- 
on the glory acquired by the wife of Coriolanus, who, 
when ker huſband, after long exile, was returning in- 
to his country with fire and ſword, diverted him from 
ſo cruel and upnatural an enterprize. And let thoſe 
who have out-lived their huſbands never forget their 
country-woman widow Boadicia, who headed her troops 
in perſon againſt the invaſion of a Roman army, and 
encouraged them with this memorable ſaying, J, avho 
am a woman, am reſolved upon victory or death : but as 
for you who are men, you may, if you pleaſe, chooſe life 
and ſlavery, | 
But 
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But I do not propoſe to our Briti/h ladies, that they 
ſhould turn Amazons in the ſervice of their 22 


vor ſo much as let their nails grow for the defence o 
© their country. The men will. take the work of the 
field off their hands, and ſhew the world, that Engliſh 


valour cannot be matched, when it is animated by Eg- 


| [iſh beauty. I do not however diſapprove the project 


which is now on foot for a FEMALE ASSOC 


5 | ATION ; and, ſince I hear the fair confederates can- 
not agree among themſelves upon a form, ſhall preſume 
2 to lay before them the following rovgh draught, to be 


corrected or improved, as they in their wiſdom ſhall 
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IXXVVYE the conſorts, relicts, and ſpinſters of the iſſe 
10 of Great-Britain, whoſe names are under-writ- 


IJ © ten being moſt oy offended at the falſehood 


and perfidiouſneſs of certain faithleſs men, and at the 


5 { © luke-warmth and indifference of others, have entered 
into a voluntary aſſociation for the good and ſafety 


c of our conſtitution, and we do hereby engage our- 


. ſelves to raiſe and arm our vaſſals for the ſervice of 


© his majeſty king George, and him to defend with our 


2 © tongues and hearts, our eyes, eye-laſhes, favourites, 
Fps, dimples, and every other feature, whether na- 


© tural or acquired. We promiſe publickly and openly 
© to avow the loyalty of our principles in every word 
ve ſhall utter, and every patch we ſhall flick on. We 
do farther. promiſe, to annoy the enemy with all the 
© flames, darts and arrows with which nature has armed 
© us, never to correſpond with them by ſigh, ogle, or 
© billet-doux ; not to have any — with them 
« either in ſnuff or tea; nor to accept the civility of 
© any man's hand, who is not ready to uſe it in the 
© defence of his country, We are determined in ſo 
© good acauſe to endure the greateſt hardſhips and ſe- 
« yerities, if there ſhould be occaſion ; and even to wear 
the manufacture of our country, rather than appear 
© the friends of a foreign intereſt in the richeſt French 
© brocade. And forgetting all private feuds, jealouſies 
© and animoſities, we do unanimouſly oblige _ 
» | y 


o 
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© by this our aſſociation, to ſtand and fall by one a- 
© nother, as loyal and faithful ſiſters, and fellow-ſub- 
ech.“ | e 

N. B. This aſſociation will be lodged at Mr. Moteux's, 
where attendance will be given to the ſubſcribers, who 
are to be ranged in their reſpective columns, as maids, 
wives, and widows. | 


— 
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Canſilia qui dant prava cautis hominibus, 
Et perdunt operam, et deridentur turpiter. Pnary, | 


T2 2 1 have already ſeen, in the Tyron 


tall, a letter from a celebrated Eugliſhmam to 3 blo 


the pretender, which is indeed an excellent an- is 

ſwer to his declaration, the title of this paper obliges bel 
me to publiſh the following piece, which conſiders it in Be 
different lights. | wy 4 | | =_ 
no 


The Declaration of the Free-holders of Great-Britain, fre 
in anſwer to that f the Pretender, : 


2 | | | th 
XY E, by the mercy of God, free-holders of Great- ſtr 
Britain, to the popiſn pretender, who ſtiles him- H 


{elf king of Scotland and England, and defender of our * 
faith, DEFIANCE, Having ſeen a libel, which you | © 
have lately publiſhed againſt the king and people of theſe W 
realms under the title of a DECLARATION, li 


We, in j:tice to the ſentiments of our own hearts, have by 
thought fit to return you the following anſwer; where- E 

in we ſhall endeavour, to reduce to method the ſeveral * 
particulars, which you have contrived to throw together b 

with much malice, and no leſs confuſion. | te 

, We believe you ſincere in the firſt part of your de- * 


claration, where you own it would be a great ſatisfac- 1 
tion to you to be placed upon the throne by our endea- 
| | yours: 
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| yours: but you diſcourage us from making uſe of them, 


by declaring it to be your right 61 by the /axs of God 
and man. As for the laws of God, we ſhould think 
ourſelves great tranſgreſſors of them, ſhould we for your 
fake rebel againſt a prince, who, under God, is the 


moſt powerful defender of that religion which we think 


the moſt pleaſing to him: and as for the laws of man, 
we conceive thoſe to be of that kind, which have been 
enacted from time to time for near thirty years paſt 


againſt you and your pretenſions, by the legiſlature of 


tis kingdom. 


| You afterwards proceed to invectives againſt the royal 
family: which we do aſſure you is a very unpopular 
topick, except to your few deluded friends among the 
rabble. | | | 

You call them alzens to our country, not conſidering 
that king George has lived above a year longer in EVg- 
land than ever you did. You ſay they are diftant in 
blood, whereas no body ever doubted that king George 
is great grandſon to king James the firſt, though many 


& believe that you are not ſon to king James the ſecond. 


Beſides, all the world acknowledges he is the neareſt to 
our crown of the proteſtant blood, of which you can- 
not have one drop in-your veins, unleſs you derive it 
from ſuch parents as you don't care for owning. 
Your next argument againſt the royal family, is, that 
they are ſtrangers to our language : but they muſt be 
ſtrangers to the Britiſh court who have told you ſo. 
However you muſt know, that we plain men ſhould. 
prefer a king who was a ſtranger to our language, before 
one who is a ſtranger to our laws and religion: for 
we could never endure French ſentiments, though de- 
livered in our native dialect; and ſhould abhor an ar- 
bitrary prince, though he tyrannized over us in the fineſt 
Engli/h that ever was ſpoken. For theſe reaſons, Sir, 
we cannot bear the thought of hearing a man, that has 
been bred up in the politicks of Lewzs the fourteenth, 
talk intelligibly from the Brizi/þ throne ; eſpecially 
when we conſider, however he may boaſt of his ſpeak- 
ing Engliſh, he ſays his prayers in an unknown tongue. 
We come now to the grievances for which, in your 
5 opinion, 
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ſovereign. The greateſt you ſeem to inſiſt upon, and 


before his reſtoration, | 


to anſwer it to our wives and families, if we ſhould ven- 


our ordinary way of judging, we gue 
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opinion, we ought to take up arms againſt our preſent 


which is moſt in the mouths of your party, is the union | 
of the two kingdoms ; for which his majeſty ought moſt 
certainly to be.depoſed, becauſe it was made under the 
reign of her, whom you call your dear /fter of gloria 
memory. Other grievances which you hint at under 
his majeſty's adminiſtration, are the murder of king 

Charles the firſt, who was beheaded before king George 
was born ; and the ſufferings of king Charles the « Y 
cond, which perhaps his preſent majeſty cannot wholly 
clear himſelf of, becauſe he came into the world a day 


As on the one fide you arraign his preſent majeſty | 
by this moſt extraordinary retroſpect, on the other hand 
you condemn his government by what we may call the 

pirit of ſecond fight. You are not content to draw | 
into his reign thoſe miſchiefs that were done a hundred 
years ago, unleſs you anticipate thoſe that may happen | 
a hundred years hence. So that the keeneſt of your 


arrows either fall ſhort of him, or fly over his head. 


We take it for a certain ſign that you are at a loſs for | 

preſent grievances, when you are thus forced to have 
recourſe to your Future proſpedts, and future miſerics. 
Now, Sir, you muſt know, that we free-holders have 
a natural averſion to hanging, and do not know how | 


ture our necks upon the truth of your r In 
s at the king's 

future conduct by what we have ſeen already; and there - 
fore beg you will excuſe us, if for the preſent we defer 
entering into a rebellion, to which you ſo graciouſly 
invite us. When we have as bad a proſpect of our 
king George's reign, as we ſhould have of yours, then 
will be your time to date another declaration from your 
court at Commercy : which, if we may be allowed to 
propheſy in our turn, cannot poſſibly happen before the 
hundred and fiftieth year of your reign. | | 
Having conſidered the paſt and future grievances 
mentioned in your declaration, we come now to the 
preſent; all of which are founded upon this ſuppoſition, 
| | | that 


— 
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that whatever is done by his majeſty or his miniſters 
to keep you out of the Briti/h throne, is a grievance, 
Theſe Sir, may be grievances to you, but they are none 
to us. On the contrary, we look upon them as the 
greateſt inſtances of his majeſty's care and tenderneſs 
for his people. To take them in order: The firſt re- 


lates to the miniſtry ; who are choſen, as you obſerve 


very rightly, out of the worft, and not the beſt of your 
ſubjects. Now, Sir, can you in conſcience think us 
to be ſuch fools as to rebel againſt the king, for having 
employed thoſe who are his moſt eminent friends, and 
were the greateſt ſufferers in his cauſe before he came 
to the crown; and for having removed a general who 
is now actually in arms againſt him, and two ſecretaries 
of ſtate, both of whom have liſted themſelves in your 
ſervice z or becauſe he choſe to ſubſtitute in their places 
ſuch men who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their zeal 
againſt you, in the moſt famous battles, negotiations, 
and debates ? | | 

The ſecond grievance you mention, is, that the glo- 


.- ry of the late queen has ſuffered, who, you inſinuate, 


had ſecured to you the enjoyment of that inheritance out 
of which you had been fo long kept. This may indeed 


555 E be a reaſon why her memory ſhould be precious with 
vou: but you may be ſure we ſhall think never the 
better of her, for her having your good word. For the 


ſame reaſon it makes us ſtare, when we hear it objected 
to his preſent majeſty, that he is not kind to her faithful 
ſervants ; ſince, if we can believe what you yourſelf 
lay, it is impoſſible they ſhould be his faithful ſervants. 
And by the way, many of your private friends here 
wiſh you would forbear blabbing at this rate: for, to 
tell you a ſecret, we are very apt to ſuſpect that any 
Engliſhman, who deſerves your praiſe, deſerves to be 
hanged. . a 
Ihe next grievance, which you have a mighty mind 
to redreſs among us, is the parliament of Great-Britain, 
againſt whom you bring a ſtale accuſation which has 
been uſed by every minority in the memory of man; 
namely, that it was procured by unwarrantable influ- 
ences and corruptions. We cannot indeed blame you 
5 E for 
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for being angry at thoſe, who have ſet ſuch a round price 
upon your head. Your accuſation of our high court 
of parliament, puts us in mind of a ſtory, often told 
among us free-holders, concerning a rattle-brain'd young 
fellow, who being indicted for two or three pranks up. 
on the high way, told the judge he would {wear the 
peace againſt him, for putting him in fear of his life. | 
The next grievance is ſuch a one, that we are amazed 
how it could come into your head. Your words are 
as follow. Whil/? the principal powers engaged in the 
late wars do enjoy the bleſſings of peace, and are ation. 
tive to diſcharge their debts, and eaſe their people, Great- ih; 
Britain in the midſt of peace feels all the load of war, . 
New debts are contracted, new armies are raiſed at hone, 
Dutch forces are brought into theſe kingdoms. What 
in the name of wonder do you mean? Are you in ear- | 
neſt, or do you deſign to banter us? Whom is the | 
nation obliged to for all this load of war that it feels? 
Had you been wiſe enough to have ſlept at Barleduc in e 
a whole ſkin, we ſhould not have contracted new debts, 
raiſed new armies, or brought over Dutch forces to 
make an example of you. | 
The moſt pleaſant grievance is ſtill behind, and in- 
deed a moſt proper one to cloſe up this article. Ri 
George has taken poſſeſſion of the dutchy of Bremen, / 
ewhereby a door is opened to let in an inundation of fi-. 
reigners from abroad, and to reduce theſe nations to the 
ſtate of a province to one of the maſt inconſiderable pro- 
winces of the empire. And do you then really believe | 
the mob- ſtory, that king George deſigns to make a bridge 
of boats from Hanover to Napping? We would have 
you know that ſome of us read Baker's chronicle, and 
don't find that William the conqueror ever thought of 
making England a province to his native dutchy of Mor- 
Mandy, notwithſtanding it lay ſo much more convenient] 
for that purpoſe : nor that king James the firſt had ever 
ar y thoughts of reducing this nation to the ſtate of a 
p: ovince to his ancient kingdom of Scotland, though 
it lies upon the fame continent. But pray how comes 
it to paſs that the electorate of Hanover is become all of 
a ſudden one of the moſt inconſide rable provinces of the 
2 empire! 


empire ? If you undervalue it upon the account of its 
t religion, you have {ome reaſon for what you ſay; though 
vou ſhould not think we are ſuch ſtrangers to maps, and 
ng live ſo much out of the world, as to be ignorant that 
p- Mit is for power and extent the ſecond Proteſtant ſtate in 
he ¶ Germany ; and whether you know it or no, the Pro- 


uetant religion in the empire is looked upon as a fuffi- 


ed {cient ballance againſt Popery. Beſides, you ſhould have 
ET conſidered that in your declaration upon the king's 


: youred to terrify us from receiving him, by repreſenting 
him as a powerful foreign prince, ſupperted by a nunes 


ar. ¶ raus army of his own ſubjects. Be that as it will; ve 
ne, are no more afraid of being a province to Haucter, than 
hat the Hanowerians are apprehenſive of being a province 


to Bremen. 


2 


the We have now taken notice of thoſe great evils, which 
Is? vou are come to reſcue us from: but as they are ſuch 
in as we have neither felt or ſeen, we deſire you will put 
ots, yourſelf to no farther trouble for our ſakes, 


to You afterwards begin a kind of Te Deum, before 
the time, in that remarkable ſentence, abe adore the 
in- wi/dom: of the divine providence, which has opened a way 
ing Wo our reſtoration, by the ſucceſs of theſe very meaſures 
en, lat were laid to diſappoint us fir ever. We are at a 
fe- oſs to know what you mean by this devout jargon : 
the but by what goes before and follows, we ſuppoſe it to 
bre. e this: That the coming of king George to the crown, 
1eve ¶Nhas made many malecontents, and by that means opened 
dge n way to your reſtoration : whereas you ſhould conſider, 
1ave at if he had not come to the crown the way had been 
and pen of itſelf. In the ſame pious paragraph, you mf? 
t of arneſtly conjure us to purſue thoſe methods for your re< 
Vor- oration, which the finger of God ſeems to point out to 
1ent . Now the only methods which we can make uſe of 
ever or that end, are, civil war, rapine, þloodſhed, treaſon, 
of a ind perjury ; methods which we Proteſtants do humbly 
"ugh {Fonceive, can never be pointed out to us by the finger 
mes f God. | ; | | 
ll of The reſt of your declaration contains the encourage- 
{ the nents you give us to rebel. Firſt, You promiſe to ſhare 
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coming to the throne of Great-Britain, you endea- 
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with us all dangers and difficulties which we ſhall meet 


with in this worthy enterprize : you are very much in 


the right on't : you have nothing to loſe, and hope to 


get a crown. We do not hope for any new free-holds, 


and only deſire to keep what we have. As therefore you 
are in the right to undergo dangers and difficulties to 


make yourſelf our maſter, we ſhall think ourſelves ; 


much in the right to undergo dangers and difficulties to 


hinder you from being fo. 


Secondly, You promiſe to refer your and our intere}| 


ts a Scots parliament, which you are reſolved to call im. 


WS, 


2 


8 
9 
0 
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mediately. We ſuppoſe you mean if the froſt holds. 


But, Sir, we are certainly informed there is a parlia- 1 | 


ment now fitting at Veſtminſter, that are buſy at preſent 
in taking care both of the Scots and Engliſh intereſt, 
and have actually done every thing which you would Jet 


be done by our repreſentatives in the Highlands. 


Thirdly, You promiſe that if we will rebel for yr T | 
againſt our preſent ſovereign, you will remit and diſcharg:Y 


all crimes of high treaſon, miſpriſion, and all other crime 


and offences whatſoever, done or committed againſi yu 
But will you anſwer in this caſe that 


or your father, 


king George will forgive us? otherwiſe we beſeech you 


to conſider what poor comfort it would be for a Bri:ih| 
free-holder to be conveyed up Holbourn, with your par- 


don in his pocket. And here we cannot but remark, 
that the conditions of your general pardon are ſo {lint- 


ed, as to ſhew that you are very cautious leſt your good. 
nature ſhould carry you too far. 
the benefit of it, all thoſe who do not Vom the time if 
your landing lay hold on mercy, and return to their du 
and allegiance. By this means all neuters and lookers 
on are to be executed of courſe : and by the ſtudied am 
biguity in which you couch the terms of your gracious 
pardon, you ſtill leave room to gratify yourſelf in al 
the pleaſures of tyranny and revenge. = 
+ Upon the whole, we have fo bad an opinion of re. 
bellion, as well as of your motives to it, and rewarc 
for it, that you may reſt ſatisfied, there are few free. 
holders on this fide the Forth who will engage in it: and 
we verily believe that you will ſuddenly take a refolu 
2 8 2 tion 
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Ne 10. Monday, January 23. 


= Potior viſa eft, periculsſa libertas quiets ſervitio. SALL. \ 


Prince, and conſequently 
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tion in your cabinet * Highlanders, to ſcamper off with 


your new crown, which we are told the ladies of thoſe 
parts have ſo generouſly elubbed for. And you may 


aſſure yourſelf that it is the only one you are like to get 
by this notable expedition. And ſo we bid you heartily 


farewel. 


Dated Jan. 19. in the ſecond 
| year of our publick happineſs. 


SSS 


3 


— 


diſintereſted Britons of what party ſoever, if 
they underſtood one another, are of the ſame 


4 ()*5 may venture to affirm, that all honeſt and 


| opinion in points: of government: and that the groſs of 


the people, who are impoſed upon by terms which they 
do not comprehend, are Whos in their hearts. They 


are made to believe, that paſſive obedience and non-re- 


ſiſtance, unlimited power and indefeaſible right, have 
ſomething of a venerable and religious meaning in them; 
whereas in reality they only imply that a king of Great- 
Britain has a right to be a tyrant, and that his ſubjects 
are obliged in conſcience to be ſlaves. Were the caſe 
truly and fairly laid before them, they would know, that 
when they make a profeſſion of ſuch principles, they 
renounce their legal claim to liberty and property, and 
unwarily ſubmit to what they really abhor. ZE 

It is our happineſs, under the preſent reign, to hear 
our king from the throne exhorting us to be zealous 
aſſertors of "the liberties of our country ; which exclude 
all pretenſions to an arbitrary, tyrannick, or deſpotick 
power. Thoſe, who have the misfortune to live under 
fuch a power, have no other law but the will of their 
no privileges, but what are 


- 


E 3 pre- 
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precarious. For though in ſome arbitrary governments 
there may be a body of laws obſerved in the ordinary 
forms of juſtice, they are not ſufficient to fecure any 
rights to the people; becauſe they might be diſpenſed | 
with, or laid aſide at the pleaſure of the ſovereign. | 

And here it very much imports us to conſider, that 
arbitrary power naturally tends to make a man a bad 


fovereign, who might poſſibly have been a good one, A : 


had he been inveſted with an authority limited and cir- | 
cumſcribed by laws. None can doubt of this tendency | 
in arbitrary power, who conſider, that it fills the mind | 
of man with great and unreaſonable conceits of himſelf; 
raiſes him into a belief, that he is of a ſuperior ſpecies | 
to his ſubjects ; extinguiſhes in him the principle of 
fear, which is one of the greateft motives to all duties; 
and creates an ambition of magnifying himfelf, by the 
exertion of ſuch a power in all its inſtances. So great 
is the danger, that when a ſovereign can do what he 
will, he will do what he can. 2 

One of the moſt arbitrary princes in our age was 
Mutey I/hmael, emperor of Morocco, who, after a long 
reign, died about a twelve-month ago. This prince 


was a man of much wit and natural ſenſe, of an active 


temper, undaunted courage, and great application. He 


was a deſcendent of Mahomet; and ſo exemplary for 3 


his adherence to the law of his prophet, that he ab- 
ſtained all his life from the taſte of wine; began the an- 
nual feaſt, or Lent of Ramadin, two months before his 
ſubjects; was frequent in his prayers; and, that he 
might not want opportunities of kneeling, had fixed in 
all the ſpacious courts of his palace large conſecrated 
ſtones pointing towards the Eaſt, for any occaſional ex- 
erciſe of his devotion. What might not have been hoped | 
from a prince of theſe endowments, had they not all been 
rendered uſeleſs and ineffectual to the good of his people 
by the notion of that p6wer which they aſcribed to him ! 
This will appear, if we conſider how he exerciſed it] 
towards his ſubjects in thoſe three great points which 
are the chief ends of government, the prefervation ot 
their lives, the ſecurity of their fortunes, and the de- 
. terminations. of juſtice between man and man. 

Foreign 
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Foreign envoys, who have given an account of their 
audiences, deſcribe this holy man mounted on horſe- 
back in an open court, with ſeveral of his 4/caydes, or 


3 governors of provinces about him, ſtanding barefoot, 


trembling, bowing to the earth, and at every word 
he ſpoke, breaking out into paſſionate exclamations of 

ie, as, Great is the wiſdom of our lord the king ; 
Our lord the king ſpeaks as an angel from heaven. way A 
py was the man among them, who was ſo much a fa- 
vourite as to be ſent on an errand to the moſt remote 
ſtreet in his capital; which he performed with the great- 
eſt alacrity, ran through every puddle that lay in his 
way, and took care to return out of breath and covered 
with dirt, that he might ſhew himſelf a diligent and faith- 
ful miniſter, His majeſty at the ſame time, to exhibit 
the greatneſs of his power, and ſhew his horſemanſhip, 
ſeldom diſmiſſed the foreigner from his preſence, till he 
had entertained him with the ſlaughter of two or three 


of his liege ſubjects, whom he very dexterouſly put to 


death with the tilt of his lance. St. Clon, the French 
envoy, tells us, that, when he had his laſt audience of 


him, he received him in robes juſt ſtained with an exe- 


cution; and that he was blooded up to his elbows by a 
couple of Moors, whom he had been butchering with 
his own imperial hands, By the calculation of that au- 
thor, and many others, who have fince given an ac- 
count of his exploits, we may reckon that by his own 
arm he killed above forty thouſand of his people. To 
render himſelf the more awful, he choſe to wear a garb 
of a particular colour when he was bent upon execution 


ſo that when he appeared in yellow, his great men hid 


themſelves in corners, and durſt not pay their court to 
him, till he had ſatiated his thirſt of blood by the death 


of ſome of his loyal commoners, or of ſuch unwary of- 


| ficers of ſtate as chanced to come in his way. Upon 


this account we are told, that the firſt news enquired 
after every morning at Mequinez, was, whether the em- 
peror were ſtirring, and in a good humour? As this 
prince was a great admirer of architecture, and employed 
many thouſands in works of that kind, if he did not 
approve the plan of the performance, it was * 
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him to ſhew the delicacy of his taſte by demoliſhing the 


building, and putting to death all that had a hand in it, 


I have heard but of one inſtance of his mercy ; which 


was ſhewn to the maſter of an Engliſh veſſel. This our 


countryman preſented him with a curious hatchet, which 
he received very graciouſly; and aſking him whether 
it had a good edge, tryed it upon the donor, who {lip- 
ping aſide from the blow, eſcaped with the loſs only of 
his right ear; for old /uley, upon ſecond thoughts, 
conſidering that it was not one of his own ſubjects, 
ſtopped his hand, and would not ſend him to paradiſe, 
I cannot quit this article of his tenderneſs for the lives 
of his people, without mentioning one of his queens, 
whom he was remarkably fond of; as alſo a favourite 
prime miniſter who was very dear to him. The firſt 
died by a kick of her lord the king, when ſhe was big 
with child, for having gathered a flower as ſhe was walk- 


ing with him in his pleaſure garden. The other was 


baſtinadoed to death by his majeſty ; who, repenting 
of the drubs he had given him when it was too late, to 


manifeſt his eſteem for the memory of ſo worthy a man, 


executed the ſurgeon that could not cure him. 

This abſolute monarch was as notable a guardian of 
the fortunes, as of the lives of his ſubjects, When any 
man among his people grew rich, in order to keep him 


from being dangerous to the ſtate, he uſed to. ſend ſor 


N 


all his goods and chattels. His governors of towns 
and provinces, who formed themſelves upon the ex- 
ample of their Grand Monargque, practiſed rapine, vio- 
lence, extortion, and all the arts of deſpotick govern- 
ment in their reſpective diſtricts, that they might be the 
better enabled to make him their yearly preſents. For 
the greateſt of his viceroys could only propoſe to him- 
ſelf a comfortable ſubſiſtence out of the plunder of his 
province, and was in certain danger of being recalled or 
hanged, if he did not remit the bulk of it to his dread 
ſovereign. That he might make a right uſe of theſe 
prodigious treaſures, which flowed.in to him from all 


the parts of his wide empire, he took care to bury them 


under ground, by. the hands of his moſt truſty ſlaves, 
and then cut their throats, as the moſt effectual method 


to 
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to keep them from making diſcoveries. Theſe wete 
his wvays and means for raiſing money, by which he 
weakened the hands of the factious, and in any caſe of 
emergency could employ the whole wealth of his em- 
pire, which he had thus amaſſed together in his ſubter- 
raneous exchequer. | 
As there is no ſuch thing as property under an arbi- 
trary government, you may learn what was Muley Iſh- 
nacli notion of it from the following ſtory. Being 
upon the road, amidft his life-puards, a little before the 
time of the Ram-Fea/?, he met one of his Alcaydes at 
the head of his ſervants, who were driving a oreat flock 
of ſheep to market. The emperor aſked whoſe they 
were: The Alcayde anſwered with profound ſubmiſſion, 
They are mine, O Iſhmael, /or of Elcherif, , the line 
of Haſſan, Thine! thou ſon of a cuckold, ſaid this 
SERVANT OF THE LORD, / thought I had been the 
only proprietor in this country ; upon which he run him 
through the body with his lance, and very piouſly diſ- 
© tributed the ſheep among his guards for the celebration 
| of the feaſt, $877 of 
His determinations of juſtice between man and man, 
were indeed very ſummary and decifive, and generally 
put an end to the vexations of a law-ſuit, by the ruin 
both of plantiff and defendant. Travellers have re- 
corded ſome ſample of this kind, which may give us an 
idea of the bleſſings of his adminiſtration. One of his 
Alcaydes complaining to him of a wife, whom he had 
received from his majeſty's hands, and therefore could 
not divorce her, that ſhe uſed to pull him by the beard ; 
the emperor, to redreſs this grievance, ordered his 
beard to be plucked up by the roots, that he might not 
be liable to any more ſuch affronts. A country farmer 
having accuſed ſome of his negro guards for robbing 
him - of a drove of oxen, the emperor readily ſhot the 
offenders : but afterwards demanding reparation of the 
accuſer, for the loſs of ſo many brave fellows, and 
finding him inſolvent, compounded: the matter with 
him by taking away his life. There are many other 
inſtances of the ſame kind. I muſt obſerve however 
under this head, that the only good thing he is _ 
Re | brate 
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brated for, during his whole reign, was the clearing 
of the roads and highways of robbers, with which 
they. uſed to be very much infeſted. But his me- 
thod was to ſlay man, woman, and child, who lived 
within a certain diſtance from the place, where the 
robbery was committed. This extraordinary piece of 
juſtice could not but have its effect, by making every 
road in his empire unſafe for the profeſſion of a free- 
booter. | | 
I muſt not omit this emperor's reply to Sir Cloude/ly 
Shovel, who had taken ſeveral of his ſubjects by way 
of repriſal for the Eng/i/h captives that were detained 
in his dominions. Upon the admiral's offering to ex- 
change them on very advantagious terms, this good 
emperor ſent him word, the ſubjects he had taken were 
poor men, not worth the ranſoming; and that he might 
throw them over board, or deſtroy them otherwiſe, as 
he pleaſed. | 
Such was the government of Muley Iſpmael, the [cr- 
vant of God, the emperor of the faithful, who was cou- 
ragious in the way of the Lord, the noble, the good. 
Io conclude this account, which is extracted from 
the beſt authorities : I ſhall only obſerve that he was 
a great admirer of his late moſt Chriſtian majeſty. - In 
a letter to him, he compliments him with he title of 
ſovereign arbiter of the actions and wills of his people. 
And in a book publiſhed by a French man, who was 
ſent to him as an ambaſſador, is the following paſſage, 
He is abſolute in his ſtates, and often compares himſelf 
to the emperor of France, who he ſays is the only perſon 
that knows how to reign like himſelf, and to make his will 
the law. | ts. 

This was that emperor of France, to whom the per- 
ſon who has a great mind to be king of theſe realms 
owed his education, and from whom he learned his 
notions of government, What ſhoyld hinder one, 
whoſe mind is ſo well ſeaſoned with ſuch prepoſſeſſions, 
from attempting to copy after his patron, in the exerciſe 
of ſuch a power; eſpecially conſidering that the party 
who eſpouſe his intereſt, never fail to compliment a 


prince that diſtributes all his places among them, _ | 
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unlimited power on his part, and unconditional obedi- 
| ence on that of his ſubjects. 
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Hoxi Soi T QUI MAL Y PENSE, 


1 B our lateſt advices, both from town and country, 


it appears, that the ladies of Great-Britain, who 
are able to bear arms, that is, to ſmile or frown 
to any purpoſe, have already begun to commit hoſtili- 


4 | ties upon the men of each oppoſite party, To this end 


we are aſſured, that many of them on both ſides exer- 
ce before their glaſſes every morning; that they have 

eady caſhiered ſeveral of their followers as mutineers, 
who have contradicted them in ſome political converſa- 


tions; and that the hig ladies in particular deſign very 


ſoon to have a general review of their forces at a pla 

beſpoken by one of their leaders. This ſett of ladies, 
indeed, as they daily do duty at court, are much more 
expert in the uſe of their airs and graces than their fe- 
male antagoniſts, who are moſt of them bred in the 
country; ſo that the ſiſterhood of loyaliſts, in reſpe& 


of the fair malecontents, are like an army of regular 


forces, compared with a raw undiſciplined militia, 


It is to this misfortune in their education that we may 
aſcribe the rude and opprobrious language with which 


the diſaffected part of the ſex treat the preſent royal fa- 


mily, A little lively ruſtick, who hath been trained up 


in ignorance and prejudice, will prattle treaſon a whole 


winter's evening and ſtring together a parcel of filly 


ſeditious ſtories, that are equally void of decency and 
truth. Nay, you ſometimes meet with a zealous matron, 


who ſets up for the pattern of a pariſh, uttering ſuch 


invectives as are highly miſbecoming her, both as a 


woman and a ſubject. In anſwer therefore to * 5 
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loyal Termagants, I ſhall repeat to them a ſpzech of 


the honeſt and blunt duke du Sully to an aſſembly of 


Popiſh ladies, who were railing very bitterly againſt 
Henry the fourth, at his acceſſion to the French throne; 
Ladies, ſaid he, you have a very good king, if you pn 
auhen you are well, However ſet your hearts at reſt, 
for he is not a man to be ſcolded or ſcratched out of his 
kingdom. - | 


But as I. never care to. ſpeak of the fair ſex, unleſ; 
J have an occaſion to praiſe them, I ſhall take my leave 
of theſe ungentle damſels; and only beg of them, no: 
to make themſelves leſs amiable than nature deſigned | 
them, by being rebels to the beſt of their abilities, and 
endeavouring to bring their country into bloodſhed and 
confuſion. Let me therefore recommend to them the Þ 
example of thoſe beautiful aſſociates, whom I mentioned Þ 
in my eighth paper, as I have received the particulars | 


of their behaviour from the perſon with whom I lodged 
their aſſociation. | ; | 
This aſſociation being written at length in a large 
roll of the fineſt yellum, with three diſtinct columns for 
the maids, wives, and widows, was opened for the ſub- 
ſcribers near a fortnight ago. Never was a ſubſcription 
for a raffle or an 9pera more crouded. There is ſcarce 
a celebrated beauty about town that you may not find 
in one of the three liſts ; inſomuch that if a man who 
did not know the defign, ſhould read only the names of 
the ſubſcribers, he would fancy every column to be a 
catalogue of toaſts. Mr. /Motteux has been heard to 
ſay more than once, that if he had the portraits of all 
the aſſociates, they would make a finer auction of pic- 


. tures, than he or any body elſe had ever exhibited. 
Several of theſe ladies indeed criticiſed upon the 
form of the aſſociation, One of them, after the peru- 

. fal of it wondered that among the features to be uſed 
in defence of their country, there was no mention made 


of teeth; upon which ſhe ſmiled very charmingly, and 


. diſcovered as fine a ſett as ever eye beheld. Another, 


Who was a tall lovely prude, holding up her head in 
a moſt majeftic manner, ſaid, with ſome difdain, ſhe 


thought a good neck might have done his majeſty as 


much 
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much ſervice as ſmiles or dimples. A third looked 
upon the aſſociation as defective, becauſe fo neceſſary 
a word as hands was omitted; and by her manner of 
taking up the pen, it was eaſy to gueſs the reaſon of her 
objection. | 

Moſt of the perſons who aſſociated, have done much 
more than by the letter of the aſſociation they were 
| obliged to; having not only ſet their names to it, but 
= ſubſcribed their ſeveral aids and ſubſidies for the car- 
rying on ſo good a cauſe, In the virgin column is one 
who ſubſcribes fifteen lovers, all of tem good men and 
true, There is another who ſubſcribes five admirers, 
with one tall handſome black man fit to be a colonel. 
In ſhort, there is ſcarce one in this liſt who does not 
engage herſelf to ſupply a quota of briſk young fel- 
lows, many of them already equipt with hats and fea- 
thers. Among the reſt, was a pretty ſprightly coquette, 
with ſparkling eyes, who ſubſcribed two quivers of 
arrows. : | 
In the column of wives, the firſt who took pen in hand 
S writ her own name and one vaſſal, meaning her huſ- 
band. Another ſubſcribes her huſband and three ſons. 
Another her huſband and ſix coach-horſes. Moſt in this 
catalogue paired themſelves with their reſpective mates, 
anſwering for them as men of honelt principles, and fit 
for the ſerv ice. - | : "gp 

N. B. There were two in this column that wore af- 
fociation ribbons : the firſt of them ſubſcribed her huſ- 
band, and her huſband's friend ; the ſecond a huſband 
and five lovers; but upon enquiry into their characters, 
they are both of them found to be Tories, who hung 
out falſe colours to be ſpies upon the aſſociation, or to 
inſinnate to the world by their ſubſcriptions, as if a 
lady of Whig principles could love any man beſides her 
huſband. pn 

The widows column is headed by a fine woman who 
calls herſelf Boadicea, and ſubſcribes fix hundred te- 
nants. It was indeed obſerved that the ſtrength of the 
aſſociation lay moſt in this column; every widow, in 
proportion to her jointure, having a great number 
of admirers, and molt of them diſtinguiſhed as able men. 
F Ds T hole 
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Thoſe who have examined this liſt, compute that there 
may be three regiments raiſed out of it, in which there 
ſhall not be one man under fix foot high. : 

I muſt not conclude this account, without taking 
notice of the AsS$0CIAT10N-RIBBON, by which 
theſe beautiful confederates have agreed to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves. It is indeed fo very pretty an ornament, 
that I wonder any £72/i/5 woman will be without it. 
A lady of the Ass oiAT ION, who bears this badge 
of allegiance upon her breaſt, naturally produces a 
defire in every male-beholder of gaining a place in a 
heart which carries on it ſuch a viſible mark of its 
fidelity. When the beauties of our iſland are thus 
induſtrious to ſhew their principles, as well as their 
charms, they raiſe the ſentiments of their country- 
men, and inſpire them at the ſame time both with 
loyalty and love. What numbers of proſelytes may 
we not expect, when the moſt amiable of the Br:t07s 
thus exhibit to their admirers the only terms upon 
which they are to hope for any correſpondence or al- 
liance with them ! It is well known that the greateſt 
blow the French nation ever received, was the drop- 
ping of a fine lady's garter, in the reign of king Ed- 
ward the third, The moſt remarkable battles which 
have been ſince gained over that nation, were fought 
under the auſpices of a blue RiBBon. As our Briti/h 
ladies have ſtill the ſame faces, and our men the ſame 
hearts, why may we not hope for the ſame glorious 
atchievements from the influence of this beautiful 
breaſt-knot ? | | | 


13 | 


Maudar, 


re 


| preſent maje 
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Quapropter, de ſumma ſalute veſtra, P. C. de veſiris 
conjugibus ac liberis, de aris ac focis, de unis ac 
templis, de totius urvis ſectis ac ſedibus, de imperio, 
de libertate, de ſalute patriae, deque univerſa repub- 

lica decernite diligenter, ut inſlituiſtis, ac ſörtiter. 

Be | Cie. 


authority to raiſe in us an abhorrence of the 
6RNEAT REBELLION, which involved 
the nation in ſo many calamities, and ended in the 
murder of their ſovereign, it may not be unſeaſonable 


T day having been ſet apart by publick 


to ſhew the guilt of rebellion in general, and of that 


rebellion -in a which is ſtirred up againſt liis 
y. Us 1 
That rebellion js one of the moſt hainons crimes 


| which it is in the power of man to commit, may ap- 
| pear from ſeveral coniierations. %, As it deſtrovs 


the end of all government, and the bencfits of civil 
ſociety. Government was infiituted for maintaining 


the peace, ſafety, and happineſs of a people. Thete 


great ends are brought about by a general conformity 
and ſubmiſſion to that frame of laws which is eſta- 
bliſned in every community, for the protection of the 
innocent, and the puniſhment of the guilty. As on 
the one fide, men are ſecured in the quiet poſſeſſion of 


| their lives, properties, and every thing they have a 


right to: ſo on the other ſide, thoſe who offer them 
any injury in theſe particulars, are ſubje& to penalties 
proportioned to their reſpective offences. Govern- 
ment therefore mitigates the inequality of power a- 
mong particular perſons, and makes an innocent man, 
though of the loweſt rank, a match for the mightieſt 

F 2 : of 
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of his fellow - ſubjects; ſince he has the force of the 
whole community on his fide, which is able to con- 
troul the infolence or injuſtice of any private oppreſ- 
for. Now rebellion diſappoints all theſe ends and be- 
nefits of government, by raiſing a power in oppoſition 
to that authority which has been eſtabliſhed among 2 
people for their mutual welfare and defence, So that 
rebellion is as great an evil to ſociety, as government 
itſelf is a bleſſing. 5 | | 

In the next place, rebellion is a violation of all thoſe 


engagements, which every government exacts from ſuch [| 


perſons as live under it; and conſequently, the moſt 
baſe and pernicious inſtance of treachery and perfidi- 
ouſneſs. The guilt of rebellion increaſes in proportion 
as theſe engagements are more ſolemn and obligatory, 
Thns, if a man makes his way to rebellion through 
perjury, he gives additional horrors to that crime, 
which is in itſelf of the blackeſt nature. | 
We may likewiſe conſider ' rebellion as a greater 
complication of wickedneſs than any other crime we 
can commit. It is big with rapine, facrilege, and mur- 
der. It is dreadſul in its mildeſt effects, as it impo- 
veriſhes the publick; ruins particular families; begets 
and perpetuates hatreds among ſellow- ſubjects, friends, 
and relations; makes a country the ſeat of war and 
eſolation, and expoſes it to the attempts of its forcign 
enemies. In ſhort, as it is impoſſible for it to take 
effect, or to make the ſmalleſt progreſs, but through a 
continued courſe of violence and bloodſhed ; a robber 
or a murderer looks lite an innocent man, when we 
compare him with a rebel, | 
I ſhall only add, that as in the ſubordinations of a 
government the king is offended by any inſults or op- 
poſitions to an inferior magiſtrate, ſo the ſovereign 
ruler of the univerſe is affronted by a breach of alle- 
giance to thoſe whom he has ſet over us; providence 
having delegated to the ſupreme magiſtrate in every 
country the ſame power for the good of men, which 
that ſupreme magiſtrate transfers to thoſe ſeveral officers 
and ſubſtitutes who act under him, for the preſerving 
of order aad juſtice. | | 
Th Now 
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Nou if we take a view of the preſent rebellion which 
is formed againſt his majeſty, we ſhall find in it all the 

iſt that is naturally inherent in this crime, without 
any ſingle circumſtance to alleviate it. Inſurrections 
among a people to reſcue themſelves from the moſt 


violent and illegal oppreſſions; to throw off a tyranny 


that makes property precarious, and life painful; to 
preſerve their laws and their religion to themſelves and 


weir poſterity; are excuſed from the neceſſity of ſuch 
an undertaking, when no other means are left for the 


ſecurity of every thing that is dear and valuable to 
reaſonable creatures. By the frame of our conſtitu- 


tion, the duties of protection and allegiance are reci- 


procal ; and as the ſafety of a community is the ulti- 
mate end and deſign of government, when this, inſtead 


of being preſerved, is manifeſtly deſtroyed, civil focie- 


ties are excuſable before God and man, if they endea- 
vour to recover themſelves out of ſo miſerable a con- 


dition, For, in ſuch a caſe, government becomes an 


S evil inſtead of a bleſſing, and is not at all preferrable 


to a ſtate of anarchy and mutual independence. For 
theſe reaſons, we have ſcarce ever yet heard of an in- 
ſurrection that was not either coloured with grievances 
of the higheſt kind, or countenanced by one or more 


branches of the legiſlature. But the preſent rebellion 


is formed againſt a king, whoſe right has been eſtabliſh- 
ed by frequent parliaments of all parties, and recognized 
by the moſt ſolemn oaths; who has not been charged 
with one illegal proceeding; who acts in perfect con- 
cert with the lords and commons of the realm; who is 
famed for his equity and goodneſs, and has already very 
much advanced the reputation and intereſt of our coun- 
try. The guilt therefore of this rebellion has in it all 
the moſt aggravating circumſtances ; which will ſtill 
appear more plainly, if we conſider in the ſirſt place 
the real motives to it. 1 
The rebellion, which was one of the moſt flagitious 
in itſelf, and deſcribed with the moſt horror, by hiſto- 
rians, is that of Cataline, and his aſſociates. Their 
motives to it are diſplayed at large by the Roman writ- 
ers, in order to inſpire the reader with the utmoſt de- 
= 2 | teſtation 


66 THE FREE-HOLDER. No 12 


teſtation of it. Cataline, the chief of the rebellion, 
had been diſappointed in his competition for one f 
the firſt offices in the government, and had involved 
vimſelf in ſuch private debts and difficulties, as nothing 
could extricate him out of, but the ruin of an admi- 
ni{tration that would not intruſt him with poſts of ho- 
nour or profit. His principal accomplices were men 
of the ſame character, and animated by the ſame incen- 


tives. They complained that power was lodged in |. 


the hands of the worſt, to the oppreſſion of the beſt; 
and that places were conferred on unworthy men, to 
the excluſion of themſelves and their friends. Many of 
them were afraid of publick juſtice for paſt crimes, and 
ſome of them ſtood actually condemned as traitors to 
their country, Theſe were joined by men of deſperate 
fortunes, who hoped to find their account in the con- 
' fuſions of their country, were applauded by the mean- 
eſt of the rabble, who always delighted in change, and 
privately abetted by perſons of a conſiderable figure, 
who aimed at thoſe honours and preferments which 
were in the poſſeſſion of their rivals. Theſe are the 
motives with which Cataline's rebeilion is branded in 
hiſtory, and which are expreſly mentioned by Salluſſ. 
I ſhall leave it to every unprejudiced reader to compare 
them with the motives which have kindled the preſent 
rebeilion in his majeſty's dominions. | 
As this rebellion is of the moſt criminal nature from 
its motives, ſo it is likewiſe if we conſider its conſe- 
quences. Should it ſucceed, (a ſuppoſition which, God 
be thanked, is very extravagant) what muſt be the na- 
tural! effects of it upon our religion! What could we 
expect from an arnry, bleſt by the Pope, headed by a 
zealous Poman-Catholick, encouraged by the moſt bi- 
gotted princes of the church of Noms, ſupported by 
contributions not only from theſe ſeveral potentatcs, 
but from the wealthieſt of their convents, and officered 
by 7ri/h papiſts and out-hws! Cen we imagine that the 
Roman=-Catholicks of our own nation would fo heartily 
embark in an enterprize, to the viſible hazard of their 
lives and fortunes, did they only hope to enjoy their 
rcligion under thoſe laws which are now in force? 32 
| | thort, 
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ſhort, the danger to the Proteſtant cauſe is ſo manifeſt, 
that it would be an affront to the underſtanding of the 
reader to endeavour farther to prove it. | 

| Arbitrary power is ſo interwoven with Popery, and 
ſo neceſſary to introduce it, ſo agreeable to the education 


or the pretender, ſo conformable to the principles of his 
& adherents, and ſo natural to the inſolence of conquerors, 


that ſhould our invader gain the ſovereign power by vi- 
olence, there is no doubt but he would preſerve it by 
tyranny. I ſhall leave to the reader's own conſideration 
the change of property in general, and the utter ex- 
tinction of it in our national funds, the inundation of 
nobles without eſtates, prelates without biſhopricks, 
officers civil and military without places; and in ſhort, 
the ſeveral occaſions of rapine and revenge, which 
would. neceſſarily enfue upon ſuch a fatal revolution. 


But by the bleſſing of providence, and the wiſdom of 


his majeſty's adminiſtration, this melancholy proſpect is 
as diſtant as it is dreadful. 

Theſe are the conſequences which would neceſſarily 
attend the ſucceſs of the preſent rebellion. But we 
will now ſuppoſe that the event of it ſhould for ſome 
time remain doubtful. In this caſe we are to expect 
all the miſeries of a civil war: nay, the armies of the 
greateſt foreign princes would be ſubſiſted, and all the 
battles of Europe fought in England. The rebels have 
already ſhewn us, that they want no inclination to pro- 
mote their cauſe by fire and ſword, where they have an 
opportunity of practiſing their barbarities. Should ſuch 
a fierce and rapacious hoſt of men, as that which ts 


now in the Highlands fall down into our country that 


is ſo well peopled, adorned and cultivated, how would 


their march be diſtinguiſhed by ravage and devaſtation |! 


Might not we ſay of them in the ſublime and beautiful 


words of the prophet, deſcribing the progreſs of an en- 


raged army from the North; Before them is as the garden 


Eden, and behind them as the deſolate wilderneſs ; 


yea, and nothing ſhall eſcape them. 
What then can we think of a party, who wonld plunge 
their native country into ſuch evils as theſe ; when the 


only avowed motive for their proceedings is a point of 


theory, 
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theory, that has been already determined by thoſe why 


are proper judges, and in whoſe determinations we have 
ſo many years acquieſced. If the calamities of the nation 
in general can make no impreſſion on them, let then 
at leaſt, in pity to themſelves, their friends and depen. 
dents, forbear all open and ſecret methods of encou- 
raging a rebellion; fo deſtructive, and ſo unprovoked, Ml 
All human probabilities are againſt them; and they can. | 
not expect ſucceſs, but from a miraculous interpoſition | 
of the Almighty. And this we may with all Chriſtian | 
humility hope, will not turn againſt us, who obſerve 
thoſe oaths which we have made in his preſence; who | 
are zealous for the ſafety of that religion, which we 
think moſt acceptable in his ſight; and who endeavour 
to preſerve that conſtitution which is moſt conducive to 
the happineſs of our country, = 
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ral diviſion of all offences, is into thoſe of o- 

miſſion, and thoſe of commiſſion. We may 
make the ſame diviſion of that particular ſet of crimes 
which regard human ſociety. The greateſt crime which 
can be commited againſt it is rebellion, as was ſhewn 
in my laſt paper. The greateſt crime of omiſſion, is an 
indifference in the particular members of a ſociety, when 
a rebellion is actually begun among them. In ſuch a 
juncture though a man may be innocent of the great 
breach which is made upon government, he 1s highly 
culpable, if he does not uſe all the means that are ſuit- 
able to his ſtation for reducing the community iijto its 


former ſtate of peace and good order, 


7 ; \ H E moſt common, and indeed the moſt natu- 


Our 


- 


\ 
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Our obligation to be active on ſuch an occaſion ap- 
from the very nature of civil government; which 

is an inſtitution, whereby we are all confederated toge- 
ther for our mutual defence and ſecurity. Men who pro- 


fels a ſtate of neutrality in times of publick danger, de- 


ſert the common intereſt of their fellow-ſubje&s ; and 


act with independence to that conſtitution into which 


they are incorporated. The ſafety of the whole requires 
our joint endeavours. When this is at ſtake, the in- 
different are not properly a part of the community; or 
rather are like dead limbs, which are an incumbrance 
to the body, inſtead of being of uſe to it. Beſides 
that, the protection which all receive from the ſame 
government, juſtly calls upon the gratitude of all to 
{trengthen it, as well as upon their ſelf- intereſt to pre- 
ſerve it. 2 

But farther; if men, who in their hearts are friends 
to a government, forbear giving it their utmoſt aſſiſt- 


ance againſt its enemics, they put it in the power of a 


few deſperate men to ruin the welfare of thoſe who are 
much ſuperior to them in ſtrength, number, and intereſt, 
It was a remarkable law of Sclon, the great legiſlator 
of the Athenians, that any perſon who in the civil tu- 
mults and commotions of the republick remained neuter 
or an indifferent ſpectator of the contending parties, 
ſhould, after the re-eſtabliſhment of the publick peace, 
forfeit all his poſſeſſions, and be condemned to perpe- 
tual baniſhment. This law made it neceſſary for every 
citizen to take his party, becauſe it was highly probable 
the majority would be ſo wiſe as to eſpouſe that cauſe 


which was moſt agreeable to the publick weal, and by 
that means hinder a ſedition from making a ſucceſsful 


progreſs. At leaſt every prudent and honeſt man who 
might otherwiſe favour any indolence in his own tem- 


per, was hereby engaged to be active, ſuch a one would 


be ſure to join himſelf to that ſide which had the good 
of their country moſt at heart. For this reaſon their 
famous law-giver condemned the perſons who fate idle 
in diviſions ſo dangerous to the government, as aliens 
to the community, and therefore to be cut off from it, 
as unprofitable members, | 1 

| Farther ; 
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Farther ; indifference cannot but be criminal, when 
it is converſant about objects which are ſo far from be. 
ing of an indifferent nature, that they are of the higheſt 
importance to ourſelves and our country. If it be indif. 
ferent to us whether we are free ſubjects or ſlaves; whe. 
ther our prince be of our own religion, or of one that 
obliges him to extirpate it; we are in the right to give 
ourſelves no trouble in the preſent juncture. A man 
governs himſelf by the dictates of virtue and good ſenſe, 
who acts without zeal or paſſion in points that are of no 
conſequence: but when the whole community is ſhaken, 
and the ſafety of the publick endangered, the appearance 
of a e e or an affected indolence mult ariſe ei- 
ther from ſtupidity, or perfidiouſneſs. „ 
When in the diviſion of parties among us, men only 
ſtrove for the firſt place in the prince's favour : when 
all were attached to the fame form of government, and 
contended only for the higheſt offices in it; a prudent 
and an honeſt man might look upon the ſtruggle with 
indifference, and be in no great pain for the lucceſ: cf 
either fide, But at preſent the conteſt is not in reality 
between Whigs and Tories, but between Loyali/?s and 
_ #Revels.," Our country is not now divided into two par- 
ties, who propoſe the ſame end by different means; 
but into ſuch as would preſerve, and ſuch as would 
deſtroy it. Whatever denominations we might range 
ourſelves under in former times, men who have any 
natural love to their country, or ſenſe of their duty, 
ſhould exert their united ſtrength in a cauſe that is 
common ' to all parties, as they are Proteſtants and 
Britons, In ſuch a caſe, an avowed indifference is 
treachery to our fellow- ſubjects; and a lukewarm al- 
legiance may prove as pernicious in its conſequences as 

—_— 7: 1 Fe | 

I need not repeat here what I have proved at large in 
a former paper, that we are obliged to an active obedi- 
ence by the ſolemn oaths we have taken to his majeſty ; 
and that the nentral kind of indifference, which is the 
ſubject of this paper, falls ſhort of that obligation they 
lie under, who have taken ſuch oaths; as will eaſily 


- 


— 
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appear to any one who conſiders the form of thoſe ſa- 
E cred and religious engagement. SD 


How then can any man anſwer it to himſelf, if, for 


© the ſake of managing his intereſt or character among a 


parts or out of any perſonal pique to thoſe who are the 


& moſt conſpicuous for their zeal in his majeſty's ſervice, 
or from any other private and ſelk intereſted motive, he 
ſtands as a ere _— * government 0 attacked 
by an open rebellion; eſpeci when thoſe engaged 
5 in it, * have the lev \g 5 5 
the aſſiſtance of the ancient and hereditary enemies to 
the Briti/h nation, It is ſtrange that theſe lukewarm 
friends to the government, whoſe zeal for their ſove- 
I reign riſes and falls with their credit at court, do not 
E conlider, before it be too late, that as they ſtrengthen 
the rebels by their preſent indifference, they at the fame 
time eſtabliſh the intereſt of thoſe who are their rivals 
and competitors for publick poſts oj honour. When 
there is an end put to this rebellion, theſe gentlemen 
cannot pretend to have had any merit in ſo good a work 
and they may well believe the nation will never care to 
ſee thoſe men in the higheſt offices of truſt, who 
: * they are out of them, will not ſtir a finger in its 
defence. | 


proſpect of fucceſs, but by 
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Periculoſum eſt credere, et non credere ; 

Utriuſque exemplum breviter exponam rei. 

H. . obiit, quia novercae creditum et: 
Caſſandrae quia non creditum, ruit llium. 

Ergo exploranda eſt veritas, multum pri us, 

Quam ſtulta prave judicet ſententia.  Prary, 


AVING in the ſeventh paper conſidered many 
H of thoſe falſehoods by which the cauſe of our 


malecontents is ſupported ; I ſhall here ſpeak 
of that extravagant credulity, which diſpoſes each par- 
ticular member of their party to believe them. This 
ſtrange alacrity in believing abſurdity and inconſiſtence 
may be called the Political Faith of a Tory. 

A perſon who is thoroughly endowed with this po- 
litical faith, like a man in a dream, is entertained from 
one end of his life to the other with objects that have 
no reality or exiſtence. He is daily nouriſhed and kept 
in humour by fiction and deluſion; and may be compa- 
red to the old obſtinate knight in Rabelais, that every 
morning ſwallowed a chimera for his breakfaſt. 

This political faith of a malecontent is altogether 
founded on hope. He does not give credit to any thing 
becauſe it is probable, but becauſe it is pleaſing. His 
wiſhes ſerve him inſtead of reaſons, to confirm the truth 
of what he hears. There is no report ſo incredible or 
contradiftory in itſelf which he doth not chearfully 
believe, if it tends to the advancement of the cauſe. In 
ſhort, a malecontent who is a good believer has gene- 
rally reaſon to repeat the celebrated rant of an ancient 
father, Credo quia impoſſibile eſt : which is as much as 
to ſay, It muſt be true, becauſe it is impoſſible. 

It has been very well obſerved, that the moſt credu- 
lous man in the world is the Atheiſt, who believes the 

univerſe 
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univerſe to be the production of chance. In the ſame 
manner, a Tory, who is the greateſt believer in what is 
| improbable, is the greateſt inſidel in what is certain. 
Let a friend to the government relate to him a matter 
olf fact, he turns away his ear from him, and gives him 
| thelye in every look. But if one of his own ſtamp ſhould 
tell him that the king of Sweden would be ſuddenly at 
Perth, and that his army is now actually marching thi- 
EZ ther upon the ice; he hugs himſelf at the good news, 
and gets drunk upon it before he goes to bed; | This 
ſort of people puts one in mind of ſeveral towns of Eu- 
tape that are inacceſſible 'on the one fide, while they lie 
rp. open and unguarded on the other. The minds of our 
malecontents are indeed ſo depraved with thoſe falſe- 
any hoods which they are perpetually imbibing, that they 
our have a natural reliſh for error, and have quite loſt 
ek tte taſte of truth in political matters. I ſhall there- 
dar - fore diſmiſs this head with a ſaying of king Charles 
his the ſecond. This monarch, when he was at Wind/or, 
nce uſed to amuſe himſelf with the converſation of the fa- 
mous Voſſtius, who was full of ſtories relating to the an- 
po- tiquity, learning, and manners of the Chineſe; and at 
om the ſame time a free+thinker in points of religion. The 
ave . hearing him repeat ſome incredible accounts 
ept of theſe Eaſtern people, turning to thoſe who were a- 
pa- bout him, This learned divine, ſaid he, is a very ſtrange 
ery an: he believes every thing but the Bible. 
. Having thus far conſidered the political faith of the 


her party as it regards matters of fact, let us in the next 
ing place take a view of it with reſpect to thoſe doctrines 
His which it embraces; and which are the fundamental 
uth points whereby they are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe, whom 
or they uſed to repreſent as enemies to the conſtitution in 
ly church and ſtate. How far their great articles of poli- 
In tical faith, with reſpect to our eccleſiaſtical and civil 
ne- government, are conſiſtent with themſelves, and agree - 
ent able to reaſon and truth, may be ſeen in the following 
1 as paradoxes, which are the eſſentials of a Tory's creed; 


with relation to political matters. Under the name of 
du- Toriet, I do not here comprehend multitudes of well- 
the "eine nb nb Lo 85. on 124; vor RR 
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deſigning men, who were formerly included under that 


denomination, but are now in the intereſt of his ma. 
jeſty and the preſent government. Theſe have already 
ſeen the evil tendency of ſuch principles, which are 
the Gredenda of the mn; as it is hs prom to char of 
the Wi * „ | | 


AnTICES 2 


That the cchpech of En _ will be always in danger, 
till it has a Popiſh king — its defender. 


That, for the ſaſety of the church, no ſubje& ſhould 
be tolerated in any religion different from the eſta· 
bliſhed ; but that the head of our church may be of 
that: religion which is moſt repugnant to it. 
| "HE. © | 
That the proteſtant intereſt in this nation, and in 
all Europe, could not but flouriſh under the protection 
of one, who thinks himſelf obliged, on pain of dam- 
nation, to do all that lies 1 in _ power” for the extirpa- 
tion of i it. 
That we may ſafely wi upon the ER of one, 
whoſe religion — him to — them, and at the 
ſame time obliges him to break them. 55 
V. | ern 
That a good man ſhould have a greater abhorrence 
of Preſbyterianiſm, which is pervericneſs, 5 of Po- 
Pery, which 1 is but idolatry. K | 
"IVE. 


That a \ perſon” who hopes to be kin of E england by 


the aſſiſtance of F. rance, would naturally adhere to the 
Britiſh ien, Seh! is wy oppoſite to that of the 
F. rench. 1 
DL VII. 
That a man 0 1 no o opportonities of Un how to 
Þ val the people of E ngland i in hoy | 2 7 won ntl 
well as in France, 
: VIII. 
That ten millions of — ſhould rather theo to 
fall into ſlavery, than not acknowledge their prince to 


be 


0 


de 


© whilſt he is in a good place. 


vo 1. THE FREE-HOLDER 5 
be inveſted with an hereditary and indefeaſible right of f 


IX. 

That we are obliged in N to become ſubj ects 
of a duke of Savoy, or of a French: king, rather than 
enjoy for our ſovereign a prince, who is the firſt of the 


roya blood 1 in the Proteſtant line. 5 


X. 
That non-reſiſtance is the duty of every Chritan, 


She...” 

That we ought to profeſs the doctrine of paſſive- 
obedience till ſuch time as nature rebels againſt prin- 
ciple, that is, till we are 50 to the 1 of 1 
tiling it. i . 

XII. 


That che papiſts ho taken up eng to defend the 
church of England with the utmoſt hazard of their lives 
and fortunes, | 


* 


| 1 \ 
That ef is an unwarrantable faction in this and, 


e of king, lords, and commons. 


R h XIV. 
That the legiſlature, when there 3 is a « majority of 


| Whige in it has not pour to make avs. 


RV, 
That an act of parliament to impower the kiog to 


| ſecure ſuſpected perſons in times of rebellion, is the 


means: to eſtabliſh the ſovereign on the throne, and 
e apt a great wy of the liberties of the 
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. Auxilium, quoniam fic cogitis ipſi, 
Dixit, ab hoſte petam : vultus avertite veſtros, 
Si quis amicus adeſt : et Gargonis extulit ora. Ovib. 


-F \ patriots ſpringing up in this iſland. The faireſt 
A among the daughters of Great Britain no longer 
confine their cares to a domeſtick life, but are grown 
anxious for the welfare of their country, and ſhew them- 
ſelves good ſtateſwomen as well as good houſewives. 
Our ſhe-confederates keep pace with us in quaſhing 


1 is with great pleaſure that J ſee a race of female. 


that rebellion which had begun to ſpread itſelf among 
part of the fair ſex. If the men who are true to their ¶ bee 
king and country, have taken Preſton and Perth, the toi 
ladies have poſſeſſed themſelves of the opera and the 41 
play-houfe with as little oppoſition or bloodſhed. The WW wh 
non-reliſting women, like their brothers in the Ho/- wh 
lands, think no poſt tenable againſt an army that makes the 


fo fine an appearance; and dare not look them in the 
face, when they are drawn up in battle- array. der 
As an inſtance of the chearfulneſs in our fair fellow- lad 
fubjects, to oppoſe the deſigns of the pretender, I did co] 
but ſuggeſt in one of my former papers, That the fan ric 
might be made uſe of with good fuceeft againſt Popery, WR ® 
by exhibiting the corruptions of the church of Rome in wh 
various figures ; When immediately they took the hint, ff 
and have ſince had frequent conſultations upon ſeveral Pc 
ways and methods t9 male the fan uſeful. They have ſe 
unanimouſty agreed upon the following reſolutions, ho 
which are indeed very ſuitable to ladies who are at the A 
fame time the moſt beautiful and the moſt loyal of their % 
ſex. To hide their faces behind the fan, when they B 
obſerve a Tory gazing upon them. Never to peep al 
| through | 
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through it, but in order to pick out men, whoſe prin- 
ciples make them worth the conqueſt. To return no 
other anſwer to a Tory's addreſſes, than by counting 


the ſticks of it all the while he is talking to them. TO 
avoid dropping it in the neighbourhood of a malecon- 


tent, that he may not have an opportunity of taking it 


| up. To ſhew their disbelief of any Jacobite ſtory by 
Ja flirt of it. To fall a fanning themſelves, when a 
Tory comes into one of their aſſemblies, as being diſ- 
ordered at the ſight of him. 


Theſe are the uſes by which every fan may in the 


bands of a fine woman become ſerviceable to the pub- 

& lick, But they have at preſent under conſideration, 
certain fans of a Proteſtant make, that they may have 
a more extenſive influence, and raiſe an abhorrence of 


in a whole croud of beholders : for they intend 


Po 

a 3 world ſee what party they are of, by figures 
and deſigns upon theſe fans; as the knight's errant uſed 
to diſtinguiſn themſelves by devices on their ſhields. 


There are ſeveral ſketches of pictures which have 
been already preſented to the ladies for their approba- 
tion, and out of which ſeveral have made their choice. 


| A pretty young lady will very ſoon appear with a fan, 


which has on it a nunnery of lively black-ey'd veſtals, 


| Who are endeavouring to creep out at the grates. Ano- 
ther has a fan mounted with a fine paper, on which is 


repreſented a groupe of people upon their knees very 
devoutly worſhipping an old ten- penny nail. A certain 
lady of great learning has choſen for her device the 


council of Trent; and another, who has a good fati- 
rical turn has filled her fan with the figure of a huge 


taudry woman, repreſenting the whore of Babylon: 


| Which ſhe is reſolved to ſpread full in the face of any 


ſiſter · diſputant, whoſe arguments have a tendency to 


Popery. Fhe following deſigns are already executed on 
ſeveral mountings. The ceremony of the holy pontiff 
opening the mouth of a cardinal in a full conſiſtory. 
An old gentleman with a triple crown upon his head, 
and big with child, being the portrait of pope Jaan. 
Biſhop Bonner purchaſing great quantities of faggots 
and bruſh-wood, for the converſion of Hereticks. A 
. G 3 figure 
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figure reaching at a ſceptre with one hand, and holding 
a chaplet of beads in the other ; with a diſtant view of 
Smithfield. | b | 
When our ladies make their zeal thus vifible upon 
their fans, and, every time they open them, diſplay an 
error of the church of Rome, it cannot but have a good 
effect, by ſhewing the enemies of our preſent eſtabliſh. 
ment the folly of what they are contending for. At 
leaſt, every one muſt allow that fans are much more 
innocent engines for propagating the Proteſtant religion, 
than racks, wheels, gibbets, and the like machines, 
which are made uſe of for the advancement of the Ro- 
man Catholick. Beſides, as every lady will of courſe 
ſtudy her fan, ſhe will be a perfe& miſtreſs of the con- 
troverſy at leaſt in one point of Popery, and as her 
curioſity will put her upon the peruſal of every other 
fan that is faſhionable, I doubt not but in a very little 
time there will ſcarce be a woman of quality in Great 
Bri * who would not be an over-match for an 1ri/h 
teſt, 
a The beautiful part of this iſland, whom I am proud 
to number amongſt the moſt candid of my readers, will 
likewiſe do well to reflect, that our diſpute at preſent 
concerns our civil as well as religious rights. I hal! 
therefore only offer it to their thoughts as a point that 
highly deſerves their conſideration, Whether the fan 
may not alſo be made uſe of with regard to our political 
conſtitution. As a free-holder, I would not have them 
confine their cares for us as we are Proteſtants, but at 
the ſame time have an eye to our happineſs as we are 
Britant. In this caſe they would give a new turn to 
the minds of their countrymen, if they would exhibit 
on their fans the ſeveral grievances of a tyrannical go- 
vernment. Why might not an audience of Muley Iſh- 
mael, or a Turk dropping his handkerchief in his Sera- 
glio, be proper ſubjects to expreſs their abhorrence both 
of deſpotick power, and of male tyranny ? Or, if they 
have a fancy ſor burleſque, what would they think of a 
French cobler cutting ſnoes for ſeveral of his fellow- 
ſubjects out of an old apple-tree ? On the contrarv. 2 
fine woman who would maintain the dignity of ber f % 
> | might 
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might bear a ſtring of galley-ſlaves, dragging their chains 
the whole breadth of her fan, and at the ſame time, 
| to celebrate her own triumphs, might order every ſlave 
to be drawn with the face of one of her admirers. 
I only propoſe theſe as hints to my gentle readers, 
which they may alter or improve as they fhall think fit : 
= but cannot conclude without congratulating our coun- 
try upon this diſpoſition among the moſt amiable of its 
inhabitants, to conſider in their ornaments the advan- 
ge of the publick as well as of their perſons. It was 
Vith the ſame ſpirit, though not with the ſame politeneſs, 
that the ancient Bri#i//þ women had the figures of mon- 
ſters painted on their naked bodies, in order (as our 
hiſtorians tell us) to make themſelves beautiful in the 
eyes of their countrymen, and terrible to their enemies, 
If this project goes on, we may boaſt, that our ſiſter 
. Whigs have the fineſt fans, as well as the moſt beautiful 
faces, of any ladies in the world. At leaft, we ma 
venture to foretell, that the figures in their fans will lef- 
ſen the Tory intereſt, much more than thoſe in the Ox- 
ford almanacks will advance it. 
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No 16. Monday, February 12. 


Traque quod plerumque in atroci negotio ſolet, ſenatus de- 
crevit, darent operam conſules ne quid reſpublica de- 
trimenti caperet. Ea poteſtas per ſenatum more No- 
mano magiſtratui maxuma permittitur, exercitum pa- 
rare, bellum gerere, coercere omnibus modis ſocios 
atque cives, domi militiaeque imperium atque fudicium 
ffummum habere. Aliter, ſine populi fuſſu nulli earum 
rerum conſuli jus eft. 8 


"WI being the deſign of theſe papers to reconcile 
men to their own happineſs by removing thoſe 


1 1 wrong notions and prejudices which hinder them 
5 from ſeeing the advantage of themſelves and their po- 
ht . | | 


ſterity 
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ſterity in the preſent eſtabliſhment, I cannot but take 
notice of every thing that by the artifice of our enemieʒ 
is made a matter of complaint. | 
Of this nature is the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
at, by which his majeſty has been enabled in theſe 
times of danger, to ſeize and detain the perſons of ſuch 
who, he had reaſon to believe, were conſpiring againſt 
his perſon and government. The expediency and rea- 
ſonableneſs of ſuch a temporary ſuſpenſion in the pre- 
ſent juncture, may appear to every conſiderate man, 
who will turn his thoughts impartially on this ſubject. 
I have choſen in points of this nature to draw my 
arguments from the firſt principles of government, 
which as they are of no party, but aſſented to by every 
reaſonable man, carry the greater weight with them, 
and are accommodated to the notions of all my read- 
ers. Every one knows, who has conſidered the na- 


ture of government, that there muſt be in each parti- 


cular form of it an abſolute and unlimited you 3 and 
that this power is lodged in the hands of thoſe, who 
have the making of its laws, whether by the nature of 


the conſtitution it be in one or more perſons, in a a 


. fingle order of men, or in a mixt body of different 


ranks and degrees. It is an abſurdity to imagine that 


' thoſe who have the authority of making laws, cannot 
ſuſpend any particular law, when they think it expe- 
dient for the publick. Without ſuch a power all go- 
vernment would be defective, and -not- armed with a 
ſufficient force for its own ſecurity. As ſelf- preſerva- 
tion by all honeſt methods is the firſt duty of every 
community, as well as of every private perſon, ſo the 
publick ſafety is the general view of all laws. When 
therefore any law does not conduce to this great end, 
but on the contrary in ſome extraordinary and unnatu- 
ral junctures, the very obſervation of it would endan- 
ger the community, that law ought to be laid aſleep for 
ſuch a time, by the proper authority. Thus the very 
intention of our Habeas Corpus act; namely, the pre- 
ſervation of the liberties of the ſubject, abſolutely re- 
quires that act to be now ſuſpended, ſince the conſine- 
ment of dangerous and ſuſpected perſons, who might 


ſtrengthen 
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W frengthen this rebellion, and ſpread a civil war through 


all parts of this kingdom, ſecures to us our civil rights, 


| andevery thing that can be valuable to a free people. 


As every government mult in its nature be armed 
with ſuch an authority, we may obſerve that thoſe go- 
vernments which have been the moſt famous for pub- 


E lick ſpirit; and the moſt jealous of their liberty, have 


never failed to exert it upon proper occaſions. - There 
cannot be a greater inſtance of this, than in the old 


commonwealth of Rome, who flattered themſelves with 


an opinion, that their government had in it a due tem- 
per of the regal, noble, and popular power, repre- 
ſented by the conſuls, the ſenators, and the tribunes. 
The regal part was however in ſeveral points notori- 
ouſly defective, and particularly becauſe the conſuls had 


not a negative in the paſſing of a law, as the other two 


branches had. Nevertheleſs in this government when 
the republick was threatened with any great and immi- 
nent danger, they thought it for the common ſafety to 
appoint à temporary dictator, inveſted with the whole 
power of the three branches; who, when the danger 


was over, retired again into the community, and left 


the government in its natural ſituation, But what is 
more to our caſe, the conſular power itſelf, though in- 
finitely ſhort of the regal power in Great Britain, was 
intruſted with the whole authority which the legiſlature 
has put into the hands of his majeſty. We have an 


eminent inſtance of this in the motto of my * | 
Eng 


which I ſhall "tranſlate for the benefit of the liſh 
reader, after having advertiſed him, that the power 
there given to the conſul, was in the time of a conſpi- 


racy." The ſenate therefore made a decree as uſual, 


when they have matters before them of ſo horrid a na- 
ture, That the conſuls ſhould take care the commonwealth 


did not' ſuffer any prejudice. By virtne of this very great 


power which the fenate allows to the magiſtrate, accord- 
ing to the ancient cuſtoms of Rome, he may raiſe an 
army, wage war, make uſe of all kinds of methods to re- 
ſtrain the aſſociates and citizens of Rome, and exerciſe 
the ſupreme authority both at home and abroad in mat- 
ters civil and military; whereas otherwiſe the conful i 
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uot inveſted with any of theſe powers without the expreſs 
command of the people. 

There now only remains to ſhew, that his majeſty 
is legally poſſeſt of this power; and that the neceſſity 
of the preſent affairs requires he ſhould be fo. He is 
intruſted with it by the legiſlature of the nation; and 
in the very notion of a legiſlature is implied a power to 
change, repeal, and ſuſpend what laws are in being, zz 
well as to make what new laws they ſhall think fit for 
the good of the people. This is ſo uncontroverted a 
maxim, that I believe never any body attempted to 
refute it. Our legiſlature have however had that juſt 
regard for their fellow-ſubje&s, as not to entertain a 
thought of abrogating this law, but only to hinder 
it from operating at a time when it would endanger the 
conſtitution, The king is empowered to act but for a 
few. months by virtue of this ſuſpenſion ; and by that 
means differs from a king of France, or any other ty- 
rannical prince, who in times of peace and tranquillity, 
and upon what occaſion he pleaſes, ſends any of bis 
ſubjects out of the knowledge of their friends into ſuch 
_ caſtles, dungeons, or impriſonments as he thinks fit. 
Nor did the legiſlature do any thing in this that was 
unprecedented. The Habeas Corpus act was made but 
abapt five and thirty years ago, and ſince that time has 
been ſuſpended four times before his preſent majeſty's 
acceſſion to the throne : twice under the reign of king 
William and queen Mary once under the reign of 
king William; and once under the reign of queen 
Anne. 43 1 1 

The neceſſity of this law at this time aroſe from the 
proſpect of an invaſion, which has ſince broke out into 
an actual rebellion; and from informations of ſecret 
and dangerous practices among men of conſiderable f- 
gure, who could not have been prevented from doing 


miſchief to their country but by ſuch a ſuſpenſion of 


this act of parliament. _ T 

I cannot however but obſerve, that notwithſtanding 
the lawfulneſs and neceſſity of ſuch a ſuſpenſion, had not 
the rebellion broke out after the paſſing of this act of 
parliament, I do not know how thoſe who had been 
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| the molt inſtrumental in procuring it, could have e- 
| 21 that popular odium, which their malicious and 


enemies have now in vain endeavoured to ſtir up 


againſt them. Had it been poſſible for the vigilance and 
endeavours of a miniſtry to have hindered even the at- 
tempt of an invaſion, their very endeavours might have 


proved prejudicial to them. Their prudent and reſolute 
utions would have turned to their diſadvantage, 


bad they not been juſtified by thoſe events, which they 
did all that was in their power to obviate. This natu- 
rally brings to mind the refſection of Tully in the like 
circumſtances, That, amidſt the diviſions of Rome a 


man was in an unhappy condition who had a ſhare in the 


$ adminiſiration, nay even in the preſervation of the com- 
S morwealth,” O conditionem miſeram non modo admi- 
niſtrandae, verum etiam conſervandae reipublicae ! 


Beſides, every unprejudiced man will conſider how 


mildly and equitably this power has been uſed. The per- 


ſons confined have been treated with all poſſible huma- 
nity, and abridged of nothing but the liberty of hurting 
their country, and very probably of ruining both them- 
ſelves and their families. And as to the numbers of 


| thoſe who are under this ſhort reſtraint, it is very ob- 


ſervable, that people do not ſeem ſo much ſurprized at 


| the confinement of ſome, as at the liberty of many o- 
| thers. But we may from hence conclude, what every 
| Engliſhman muſt obſerve with great pleaſure, that his 


majeſty does not in this great point regulate himſelf by 


| any private jealouſies or ſuſpicions, but by thoſe evi- 
| dences and informations which he has received. 


We have already found the good conſequences of this 


| ſuſpenſion, in that it has hindered the rebellion from ga- 
| thering the ſtrength it would otherwiſe have gained; 
not to mention thoſe numbers it has kept from engaging - 


in ee e an enterprize, with the many lives it has 
erved, and the deſolations it has prevented. + 
For theſe and many other reaſons the repreſentatives 
of Great Britain, in parliament, could never have an- 


ſwered it to the people they repreſented, who have 


found ſuch great benefits from the ſuſpenſion of the Ha- 
beas Corpus act, and without it muſt have felt ſuch = 
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tal conſequences, had they not in a caſe of ſuch great 
neceſſity made uſe of this cuſtomary, legal, and rea- 


= 


and their country from miſery or ruin. 


8 88 


No 17. 8 Friday, February 17. 


n 


— 


[Hic niger eft : hunc tu, Romane, caveto. Hon. 


XI E are told, that in Turkey, when. any man 
ö is the author of notorious falſehoods, it is u- 


Y . fſual to blacken the whole front of his houſe, 
Nay we have ſometimes heard that an ambaſſador, . whoſe 
bufeneſs it is (if I may quote his character in Sir Henry 
Mocton's words) to lye for the good of his country, has 
ſometimes. had this mark ſet upon his houſe 5 when he 


has been detected in any piece of feigned intelligence, 
that has prejudiced the government, and miſled the 


minds of the people. One could almoſt wiſh that the 
habitations of ſuch of our own countrymen as deal in 
forgeries detrimental to the publick, were diſtinguiſhed 


in the ſame manner; that their fellow- ſubjects might 


be cautioned not to be too eaſy in giving credit to them. 


Were ſuch a method put in practice, this metropolis 
would be ſtrangely chequer d; ſome entire pariſhes 
would be in mourning, and ſeveral ſtreets darkened 
from one end to the other. ' © 1 


But I have given my thoughts in two Preceding 


papers, both on the inventors and the believers of theſe 
publick falſehoods and calumnies, and ſhall. here ſpeak 
of that contempt with which they are and ought to be 
received by thoſe in high ſtations, at whom they are 
levelled. Any perſon indeed, who is zealous for pro- 
moting the intereſt of his country, muſt conquer all 
that tenderneſs and delicacy which may make him a- 
fraid of being ſpoken ill of; or his endeavours will of- 


ten 


— 


ſonable method for ſecuring his majeſty on the throne, 
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ten produce no leſs uneaſineſs to himſelf, than benefit 
to the publick. Among a people who indulge themſelves 
in the utmoſt freedoms of thought and ſpeech, a man 
S mult either be inſigniſicant, or able to bear an undeſer- 
ved reproach. A true patriot may comfort himſelf un- 
der the attacks of falſhood and. obloquy, from ſeveral 
S motives and reflections. ; 

In the firſt place he ſhould conſider, that the chief 
of his antagoniſts are generally acted by a ſpirit of en- 
= vy; which would not rife againſt him, if it were not 
| provoked by his deſert. A ſtateſman, who is poſſeſt of 
real merit, ſhould look upon his political cenſurers with 
the ſame neglect, that a good writer regards his cri- 
# ticks; who are generally a race of men that are not able 
co diſcover the beauties of a work they examine, and 
deny that approbation to others, which they never met 
& with themſelves. Patriots therefore ſhould rather re- 
# joice in the ſucceſs of their honeſt deſigns, than be mor- 

tified by thoſe who miſrepreſent them. | 

They ſhould likewiſe conſider that not only envy, 
but vanity has a ſhare in the detraction of their adver- 


| "the ſame time that they are intended to leſſen their re- 
putation. Fhey ſhould reflect, that thoſe who endea- 
vour to ſtir up the multitude againſt them, do it to be 
thought conſiderable; and not a little applaud them- 
ſelves in a talent that can raiſe clamours out of nothing, 
and throw a ferment among the people, by murmurs or 
complaints, which they know in their own hearts are 
altogether graundleſs. There is a pleaſant inſtance of 
this nature recorded at length in the firſt book of the 
annals of Tacitus, When a great part of the Roman 
legions were in a diſpoſition to mutiny, an impudent 
varlet, who was a private centinel, being mounted up- 
on the ſhoulders of his fellow-ſoldiers, and reſolved to 
try the power of his eloquence, addreſſed himſelf to the 
army in all the poſtures of an orator, aſter the follow- 
ing manner; Jou have given liberty to theſe miſerable 
men ; ſaid he (pointing to ſome criminals whom they 
had reſcued) but avhich of you can reſtore life to my bro- 
tler? Who can give me back my brother? He was 
; murdered 


faries. Such aſperſions therefore do them honour at 
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murdered no longer ago than laſt night, by the han, vill b 


22 ruffians, who are entertained by the general h ignore 
tcher the poor ſoldiery. Tell me, Blaeſus, (for tha Wi cordir 

was the name of the general, who was then fitting on the ¶ into { 
_ tribunal) rell me, Where haſt thou caſt his dead Lady? poſe 


An enemy does not grudge the rites of burial. When] N virtuo 
have tired myſelf with kiſſing his cold corps, and weeping Wil tg find 
over it, order me to be flain upon it. All Taſk of i. WM:mon! 
low-ſoldiers, fence we both die in their cauſe, is that ¶ he wa 
they would lay me in the ſame grave with my brother, 
The whole army was in an uproar at this moving ſpeech, 
and reſolved to do the ſpeaker juſtice, when upon en- 
quiry, they found that he never had a brother in his 
life; and that he had ſtirred up the ſedition only to ſhey 
his parts. 

Publick miniſters would likewife do well to conſider, 
that the principal authors of ſuch reproaches as are caſt 
-upon them, are thoſe who have a mind to get their 
places: and as for a cenſure ariſing from this motive, 
it is in their power to eſcape it when they pleaſe, and 
turn it upon their competitors. Malecontents of an 
inferior character are acted by the ſame principle; for 


ran, 

be pr. 
8 What 
© /cave. 
Jen thi 
Fit wa; 
mr 
Ta 
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ſo long as there are employments of all ſizes, there will A 
be murmurers of all degrees. I have heard of a country vour: 
gentleman, Who made a very long and melancholy com- Wtronh 
-plaint to the late duke of Buckingham, when he was in as he 
great power at court, of ſeveral publick grievances. ¶ cher 
The duke, after having given him a very patient hear- ons, 
ing, My dear friend, ſays he, this is but t99 true ; but exam 
{ have thought of an expedient which will ſet all things WMinour 

. rioht, and that very ſoon. His country friend aſked him, ¶ part 
what it was? Nau mu ſt know, ſays the duke, there's « WlItheir 
place of five hundred pounds a year fallen this ter; Mr 
morning, which 1 intend to put you in poſſeſſion of. The the t 
gentleman thanked his grace, went away ſatisfied, and the; 


thought the nation the happieſt under heaven, during that 
that whole miniſt x. 1 | 

But farther, every man in a publick ſtation ought to {heig] 
conſider, that when there are two different parties in 2 able 
nation, they will fee things in different lights. An beau 
action however conducive to the good of their 1 | 
150 A | Wi 
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will be repreſented by the artful, and appear to the 
/ 5 Wignorant as prejudicial to it. Since 1 have here, ac- 
hat WW cording to the uſual liberty of eſſay-writers, rambled 
the into ſeveral ſtories, I ſhall fetch one to my preſent pur- 
1! poſe out of the Per/ran hiſtory, We there read of a, 
"1 {WW cictuous young emperor, who was very much afflifted 
ins WT to find his actions miſconſtrued and defamed by a party 
l zmong his ſubjects that favoured another intereſt. As 
hat he was one day fitting among the miniſters of his Di- 
er, ran, and amuſing himſelf after the Eaſtern manner, 
ch, J vith the ſolution. of difficult problems and aenigmas, 
en. he propoſed to them in his turn, the following one, 
Mat is the tree that bears three hundred and fixtysfive 
cw WE leaves, which are all. black on the one fide, and white 
en the other? His grand Vizier immediately replied, 
ler, it was the year which conſiſted of three hundred and 
cat I fixty-five days and nights: But, Sir, ſays he, permit 
lr ne at the fame time to take notice, that theſe leaves re- 


8 
2 


ve, ¶ preſent your actions, which carry different faces io your” 
ind WR friends aud enemies, and. will always appear black" to 
an %% aube are reſolved only to look upon: the:rurong fide 
fre Pet mages loco os LF ean 9 


A virtuous man therefore who lays out his endea- 
try ours for the good of his country, fhonld never be 
m- {Wtronbled at the reports which are made of him, ſo long 
mM Was be is conſcious of his own integrity. He ſhould ra- 
ther be pleaſed to find people deſcanting upon his acti- 
ons, becauſe when they are thoroughly canvaſſed and 
examined, they are ſure in the end to turn to his ho- 
nour and advantage. The reaſonable and unprejudiced 


im, part of mankind will be of his fide, and rejoice to ſee 
- 7 cheir common intereſt lodged in ſuch honeſt hands. A 
2 ſtrict examination of a great man's character, is like 
"he 


the trial of a ſuſpected chaſtity, which was made among 
the Zeaus by the waters of jealouſy. Moſes aſſures us 
that the criminal burſt upon the drinking of them ; but 
if ſhe was accuſed wrongfully, the Rabbint tell us, they 
heightened her charms, and made her much more ami- 


able than before :: ſo that they deſtroyed the guilty, but 
An eautified the innocent. He 
ry, „ 


H 2 Monday WW 


8 THE FREE-HOLDER. Noz. 


2 222 77 Nen | 
CTIA, 


No 18. Monday, February 20. 


{ 


— — 


Tnopem me copia fecit. Ovid. 


VERY Engliſhman will be a good ſubject to 
E. king George, in proportion as he is a good 
A__4 Ergliſhman, and a lover of the conſtitution of 
his country. In order to awaken in my readers the 
love of this their conſtitution, it may be neceſſary to 
ſet forth its ſuperior excellency to that form of govern- 
ment, which many wicked and ignorant men have of 
late years endeavoured to introduce among us, I ſhal 
not therefore think it improper to take notice from time 
to time of any particular act of power, exerted by thoſ: 
among whom the pretender to his majeſty's crown has 
deen educated ; which would prove fatal to this nation, 
ſhould it be conquered and governed by a perſon, who, 
in all probability, would put in practice the politicks 
in which he has been fo long inſtructed. | 
There has been nothing more obſervable in the rein 
of his preſent Gall;ch majeſty, than the method he has 
taken for ſupplying his exchequer with a neceſſary ſom 
of money. The ways and means for raifing it has been 
an edi, or a command in writing ſigned by himſelf, 
to increaſe the value of Louis d' Or: 222 fourteen to 
ſixteen Livres, by virtue of a new ſtamp which ſhal 
be ſtruck upon them. As this method will bring all 
the gold of the kingdom into his hands, it is provided 
by the fame edict that they ſhall be paid out again to 
the people at twenty Livres each; ſo that four Livre: 
in the ſcore by this means accrue to his majeſty out of 
all the money in the kingdom of France. 
This method of raiſing money is conſiſtent with that 
form of government, and with the repeated practice 
of their late Grand Monarque; fo that I ſhall lee 
£3 a conſider 
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conſider the many evil conſequences which it muſt have 
| upon their trade, their exchange, and 1 credit, 


I ſhall only take notice of the whimſical circumſtances. 


a people muſt lie under, who can be thus made poor 
| or rich by an edit, which can throw an alloy into a 


Louis d' Or, and debaſe it into half its former value, 


or if his majeſty pleaſes, raiſe the price of it, not by 


the acceſſion of metal, but of a mark. By the preſent 


edict many a man in France will ſwell into a plumb, 
vubo fell ſeveral thouſand pounds ſhort of it the day 
before its publication. This conveys a kind of fairy 
E treaſure into their cheſts, even whilſt they are under 
lock and key; and is a ſecret of multiplication without 


addition. It is natural enough however for the vanity 


of the French nation to grow infolent upon this imagi- 
E nary wealth, not conſidering that their neighbours think 
them no more rich by virtue of an edict to make four- 


teen twenty, than they would think them more formi- 
dable ſhould there be another edict to make every man 


in the kingdom ſeven foot high. 


It was uſual for his late moſt Chriſtian majeſty to 


| fink the value of their Louis q Ors about the time he 


| was to receive the taxes of his good people, and to 


| raiſe them when he had got them ſafe into his coffers. 


And there is no queſtion but the preſent government 


in that kingdom will ſo far obſerve this kind of con- 
duct, as to reduce the twenty Livres to their old num- 
ber of fourteen, when they have paid them out of their 
bands; which will ik,” en link the preſent tym- 
pany of wealth, and re-eſtabliſh the natural poverty of 
the Gallict nation. | 

One cannot but pity the melancholy condition of a 
miſer in this country, who is perpetually telling his 


Livres, without being able to know how rich he is. He 


Is as ridiculouſly puzzled and perplexed as a man that 
counts the {tones on Salisbury-Plain, which can never 
be ſettled to any certain number, but are more or fewer 
every time he reckons them. 

I have heard of a young French lady, a ſubject of 
Louis the fourteen, who was contracted to a marquis 
upon the foot of a five thouſand pound fortune, which 
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ſhe had by her in ſpecie; but one of theſe unlucky 
edicts coming out a week before the intended marriage, 
ſhe loſt a thouſand pound, and her bridegroom into 
the bargain. ESD 

The uncertainty of riches is a ſubje& much diſcour. 
ſed of in all countries, but may be inſiſted on more 
emphatically in France than any other. A man is here 
under ſuch a kind of ſituation, as one who is managed 
by a juggler. He fancies he has ſo many pieces of 
money in his hand; but let him graſp them never ſo 
carefully, upon a word or two of the artift they in- 
creaſe or dwindle to what number the doctor is pleaſed 
to name. 100 . 

The method of lowering or advancing money, we, 
who have the happineſs to be in another form of go- 
vernment, ſhould look upon as an unwarrantable Kind 
of clipping and coining. However, as it is an expe- 
dient that is often practiſed, and may be juſtified in 
that conſtitution which has been ſo thoroughly ſtudied 


by the pretender to his majeſty's crown, I do not ſee *1 
what ſhonld have hindered him from making uſe of ſo 2 
expeditions a method for raiſmg a ſupply, if he had 4 


ſucceeded in his late attempt to dethrone his majeſty, 
and ſubvert our conſtitution. I ſhatl leave it to the 
conſideration of the reader, if in ſuch a caſe the follow · 
ing edit, or ſomething very like it, might not have 
been expected. 


p . theſe our kingdoms have long 
VV groaned under an expenfive and conſuming 
£ Jand-war, which has very much exhauſted the trea- 
© ſure of the nation, we, being willing to increaſe the 
wealth of our people, and not thinking it adviſcable 
for this purpoſe to make uſe of the tedious methods 
of merchandize and commerce, which have been al- 
ways promoted by a faction among the worſt of our 
ſubjects, and were ſo wiſely diſcountenanced by the 
beſt of them in the late reign, do hereby enact by 
our ſole will and pleaſure, that every ſhilling in Great 
Britain ſhall paſs in all payments for the ſam of 
fourteen pence, till the firſt of September next, 78. 
N „that 
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that every other piece of money ſhall riſe and paſs 


in current payment in the ſame proportion. The 


« advantage which will accrue to theſe nations by this 
our royal donative, will viſibly appear to all men of 
« ſound principles, who are fo juſtly famous for their 


« antipathy to ſtrangers, and would not ſee the landed 
| © intereſt of their country weakened by the importations 
8 of foreign gold and ſilver: but ſince by reaſon of the 
great debts which we have contracted abroad during 
© © our fifteen years reign, as well as of our preſent exi- 
4 gencies, it will be neceſſary to fill our exchequer by 


the moſt prudent and expeditious methods, we do alſo 


© < hereby order every one of our ſubjects to bring in 
E <. theſe his fourteen- penny pieces, and all the other 


current caſh of this kingdom, by what new titles 


( ſoever dignified or diſtingutſhed,. to the maſter of our 

mint, who, after having ſet a mark upon them, ſhall 

deliver out to them, on or after the firſt of Septem- 

| ber aforeſaid, their 8 ſums, taking only four 
pence for ourſelf for fu 


ch his mark on every fourteen 
penny piece, which from thenceforth ſhall paſs in 
payment for eighteen pence, and ſo in proportion for 
the reſt. By this method, the money of chis nation 


vill be more by one third than it is at preſent; and 


we ſhall content ourſelf with not quite one fifth part 
of the current caſh of our loving ſubjects; which 
vill but barely ſuffice to clear the intereſt of all thoſe 
ſums in which we ſtand indebted to our moſt dear 
brother and ancient ally. We are glad of this oppor- 


tunity of ſhewing ſuch an inſtance of our goodneſs 


© to our ſubjects, by this our royal edit, which ſhall 


ide read in every pariſh church of Great Britain, 
immediately after the celebration of high maſs. FOR 


SUCH IS OUR PLEASURE,” 


Friday, 
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Friday, February 24. 


Pulchrum eft bene facere reipublicae ; etiam bene dicert 


haud abſurdum eſs. Sal. 


have approved the ſcheme of government which 

has taken place, to explain to the people the rea- 
ſonableneſs of thoſe principles which have prevailed, 
and to juſtify the conduct of thoſe who act in confor- 
mity to ſuch principles. It therefore happens well for 
the party which is undermoſt, when a work of this na- 
ture falls into the hands of thoſe who content them- 
| ſelves to attack their principles, without expoſing their 
perſons, or ſingling out any particular objects for ſatire 
and ridicule, This manner of proceeding is no incon- 
{iderable piece of merit in writers, who are often more 


1 has been uſual cheſe many years for writers who 


influenced Ma deſire of fame, than a * to the pub- 
lick good; who by this means, loſe many fair op- 
portunities ewing their own wit, or of gratifying 


the ill- nature of their readers. 

When a man thinks a party engaged in ſuch mea- 
ſures as tend to the ruin of his country, it is cer- 
tainly a very laudable and virtuous action in him to 


make war after this manner upon the whole body. 


But as ſeveral Caſuiſts are of opinion, that in a battle 
you ſhould diſcharge upon the groſs of the enemy, with - 
out levelling your piece at any particular perſon ; fo 
in this kind of combat alſo, I cannot think it fair to 
aim at any one man, and make his character the mark 
of your hoſtilities, There is now to be ſeen in the 
caſtle of Milan, a cannon-bullet, inſcribed, This to the 
Mareſchal de Crequi, which was the very ball that ſhot 
him. An author who points his ſatire at a great man, 
is to be looked upon in the ſame view with the engi- 


neer who ſignalized himſelf by this ungenerous practice. 
1 5 But 
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But as the ſpirit of the hig and Tories ſhews itſelf, 
upon every occaſion, to be very widely different from 
one another; ſo it is particularly viſible in the writings 


| of this kind, which have been publiſhed by each party, 


The latter may indeed aſſign one reaſon to juſtify them- 
ſelves in this practice; that, having nothing of any 
manner of weight to offer againſt the principles of their 
antagoniſts, if they ſpeak at all, it muſt be againſt their 
perſons. When they cannot refute an adverſary, the 
ſhorteſt way is to libel him; and to endeavour at the 
making his perſon odious, when they cannot repreſent 
his notions as abſurd. | 

The Examiner was a paper in the laſt reign which was 
the favourite-work of the party. It was uſhered into 
the world by a letter from a ſecretary of ſtate, ſetting ' 
forth the great genius of the author, the uſefulneſs of his 
deſign, and the mighty conſequences that were to be 
expected from it. It is ſaid to have been written by 


s thoſe among them whom they looked upon as their mo 


celebrated wits and politicians, and was diſperſed into 
all quarters of the nation with great induſtry and ex- 
pence. Who would not have expected, that at leaſt 


the rules of decency and cendour would be obſerved in 
ſuch a performance? But inſtead of this, you ſaw all the 


great men, who had done eminent ſervices to their coun- 
try but a few years before, draughted out one by one, 

and baited in their turns. No ſanctity of character, or 
privilege of ſex, exempted perſons from this barbarous 
uſage, Several of our Prelates were the ſtanding marks 


of publick raillery, and many ladies of the firſt quality - 


branded by name for matters of fact, which as they were 
falſe, were not heeded, and if they had been true were 


innocent. The dead themſelves were not ſpared. And 
here I cannot forbear taking notice of a kind of wit, 
which has lately grown into faſhion among the ver- 


ſifiers, epigrammatiſts, and other authors, who think it 


ſufficient to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their zeal for 


what they call the High-Church, while they ſport with 
the moſt tremendous parts of revealed religion. Eve- 
ry one has ſeen epigrams upon the deceaſed fathers of 
our church, where the whole thought has turned _ | 
. 
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hell- fire. Patriots, who ought to be remembered with 


| honour by their poſterity, have been introduced as 


ſpeakers in a ſtate of torments. There is ſomething 
dreadful even in repeating theſe execrable pieces of wit, 
which no man Who really believes in another life can 
peruſe without fear and trembling. It is aſtoniſhing 
to ſee readers who call themſelves Chriſtians, applaud- 
ing ſuch diabolical mirth, and ſeeming to rejoice in 
the doom which is pronounced againſt their enemies, 
by ſuch abandoned ſeribblers. A wit of this kind, may 
with great truth be compared to the fool in the Pro- 
verbs, who plays with arrows, firebrands, and death, 
aud ſays, am I not in ſport? 


I muſt, in juſtice to the more ſober and conſiderate 
of that party, confeſs, that many of them were highly 


{candalized at that perſonal ſlander and reflection which 
was flung out ſo freely by the hbellers of the laſt reign, 
as well as by thoſe profane liberties which have been 
ſince continued. And as for thoſe who are either the 


authors or admirers. of {ach compoſitions, I would 
have them eonfider with themſelves, whether the name 


of a geod churchman can atone for the want of that 


charity which is the molt eſſential part of Chriſtianity, 


They would likewife do well to reflect, how by theſe 
methods, the poiſon has run freely into the minds of 
the weak and ignorant; heightened their rage againſt 
many of their fellow - ſubjects; and almoſt diveſted them 
of the common ſentiments of humanity. 5 

In the former part of this paper, I have hinted that 


the deſign of it is to apple the principles of thoſe who 


are enemies to the preſent government, and the main 
body of that party who efpouſe thoſe principles. But 
even in ſuch general attacks there are certain meaſures 
to be kept, which may have a tendency rather to gain, 
than to irritate thoſe who differ with you in their ſen- 
timents. The Examiner would not allow ſuch as were 


of a contrary opinion to him, to be either Chriſtians 


or fellow-ſubjeqts. With him they were all Atheiſts, 
Deiſts, or Apoſtates, and a ſeparate” commonwealth 
among themſelves, that ought either to be extirpated, 
or, when he was in a better humour, only to be ba- 


niſhed 


— 
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niſhed out of their native country. They were often 
put in mind of ſome approaching execution, and there 
ſore all of them adviſed to prepare themſelves for it, 
-25 men who had then nothing to take care of, but 


| ſelves another kind of treatment For if they ſhall 


bow to die decently. In ſhort, the Examiner ſeem- 
ed to make no diſtinction between conqueſt and de- 
n...... 1 al To 

The conduct of this work has hitherto been regn- 
lated by different views, and ſhall continue to be fo, 
unleſs the party it has to deal with draw) upon them- 


perſiſt in pointing their batteries againſt particular 

ſons, there are no laws of war that forbid the making 
of reprifals. In the mean time, this undertaking ſhall 
be managed with that generous ſpirit which was ſo re- 
markable among the Romans, who did not ſubdue 'a 
country in order to put the inhabitants to fire and 


ſword, but to incorporate them into their own"com- 


munity, and make them happy in the ſame government 
with themſelves. | 8 5 


Monday, February 27. 
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Privatus illis Cenſus erat brevis, 


Commune magnum -——_ HoR. 
, I is very unlucky for thoſe who make it their bu- 


* 


upon land, as a kind of grievance upon the ſubject. 


If this be a matter of complaint, it ought in juſtice to 


fall 


| finefs- to- raiſe popular murmurs and difcontents 
A againſt his majeſty's government, that they find fo 
very few and fo very improper occaſions for them. 'To 
ſhew how hard they are ſet in this particular, there are 
ſeveral, who for want of other materials, are forced to 
repreſent the bill which has paſſed this ſeſſion, for lay- 
ing an additional tax of two ſhillings in the pound 


. - BW 
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fall upon thoſe who have made it neceſſary. Had there 
-been no rebellion, there would have been no increaſe 
of the land-tax; ſo that in proportion as a man de. 
clares his averſion to the one, he ought to teſtify his 


abhorrence of the other. But it is very remarkable 


-that thoſe, who would perſuade the people that they 
are aggrieved by this additional burden, are the very 
perſons who endeavour, in their ordinary converſation, 
to extenuate the heinouſneſs of the rebellion, and who 
expreſs the greateſt tenderneſs for the perſons of the 
rebels. They ſhew a particular indulgence for that 
unnatural inſurrection which has drawn this load upon 
us, and are angry at the means which were neceſſary 
for ſuppreſſing it. There needs no clearer proof of the 
ä 2 and intention with which they act: I ſhall there- 
ore adviſe my fellow free-holders to conſider the cha- 
racter of any perſon who. would poſſeſs them with the 
notion of a hardſhip that is put upon the country by 
this tax. If he be one of known affection to the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, they may imagine there is ſome rea- 
ſon for complaint. But if on the contrary he be one, 
„who has ſhewn himſelf indifferent as to the ſuccels 
of the preſent rebellion, or is ſuſpected as a private 
a better of it, they may take it ſor granted, his com- 
plaint againſt the land-tax is either the rage of a diſ- 
appointed man, or the artifice of one who would ali- 
nate their affections from the preſent government. 
The expence which will ariſe to the nation from 
this rebellion, is already computed at near a million. 
And it is a melancholy eenfideration for the free-hol - 
ders of Great Britain, that the treaſon of their fellow - 
ſubjects ſhould bring upon them as great a charge as 
the 'war with France. At the ſame time every reafon- 
able man among them will pay a tax with at leaſt as 
great chearfulneſs for ſtifling a civil war in its birth, 
as for carrying on a war in a foreign country. Had 
not our firſt ſupplies been effectual for the cruſhing of 
our domeſtick enemies, we ſhould immediately have 
| beheld the whole kingdom a ſcene of {laughter and de- 
ſolation: whereas, if we had failed in our firſt attempts 
upon a diſtant nation, we might have — 2 
| oſles 


| on land. 
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| loſſes of one compaign by the advantages of another, 
and after ſeveral victories gained over us, might (till 
| have kept the enemy from our gates. | 


As it was thus abſolutely neceſſary to raiſe a ſum 
that might enable the government to put a ſpeedy ſtop 


| to the rebellion, fo could there be no method thought 
| of for railing ſuch a ſum more proper, than this of lay- 


ing an additional tax of two ſhillings in the pound up- 


In the firſt place: This tax has already been ſo often 


| tried, that we know the exact produce of it, which in 
any new project is always very doubtful and uncertain. 
As we are thus acquainted with the produce of this tax, 
ve find it is adequate to the ſervices for which it is de- 


Goned, and that the additional tax is proportioned to 
the ſupernumerary expence, which falls upon the king- 
dom this year by the unnatural rebellion, as it has been 
above ſtated. i; 

In the next place: No other tax could have been 
thought of, upon which ſo much money would have 
been immediately advanced as was neceſſary in ſo criti- 
cal a juncture for puſhing our ſucceſſes againſt the re- 
bels, and preventing the attempts of their friends and 
confederates both at home and abroad. No- body cares 
to make loans upon a new and untried project; whereas 
men never fail to bring in their money upon a land- tax, 
when the premium or intereſt allowed them is ſuited 
to the hazard they run by ſuch loans to the government. 
And here one cannot but bewail the misfortune of our 
country, when we conſider, that the houſe of commons 
had laſt year reduced this intereſt to four per cent. by 
which meanz there was a conſiderable ſaving to the 
nation; but that this year they have been forced to 
give fix per cent. as well knowing the fatal conſequences 
that might have enſued, had there not been an intereſt 
allowed, which would certainly encourage the lender to 
venture, in ſuch a time of danger, what was indiſ- 


penſable neceſſary for the exigences of the publick. 


Beſides; this is a method for raiſing a ſum of money, 
that, with the ordinary taxes, will, in all probability 


defray the whole expence of a year : $0 that there is 
. I 
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no burden laid upon our poſterity, who have been ſuſ. 
ficiently loaded by other means of raiſing money; nor 
any deficiency to be hereafter made up by ourſelves; 
which has been our caſe in ſo many other ſubſidies. 

To this we may add; that we have no example of 
any other tax, which, in its nature, would ſo particu- 
larly affect the enemies to his majeſty's government. 
Multitudes of Papi/ts and Nonjurors will be obliged to 
furniſh a double proportion out of their revenues to- 
wards the clearing of that expence, which by their 
open and ſecret practices they have been inſtrumental in 
bringing upon their fellow - ſubjects. 

- I ſhall only mention one confideration more; that no 
other tax is ſo likely to ceaſe as this is, when there is 
no farther occaſion for it, This tax is eſtabliſhed by a 
houſe of commons, which, by virtue of an act of par- 
liament paſſed a few years ago, muſt conſiſt for the moſt 
part of landed men; ſo that a great ſhare of the weight 
of it muſt neceſſarily fall upon the members of their 


own body. As this is an inſtance of their publick ſpirit | 


fo we may be ſure they would not have exerted it, 
had there not been an abſolute neceſſity : nor can we 
doubt, that for the ſame reaſons, when this neceſſity 
ceaſes, they will take the firſt opportunity of ealing 
themſelves in this particular, as well as thoſe whom 
they repreſent. It is a celebrated notion of a patriot, 
who ſignally diſtinguiſhed himſelf for the liberties of 
his country, that a houſe of commons ſhould never 
grant ſuch ſubſidies as are eaſy to be raiſed, and give no 
pain to the people, laſt the nation ſhould acquieſce 
under a burden they did not feel, and fee it perpetuated 
without repining. Whether this notion might not be 


too refined, I ſhall not determine; but by what has 


been already ſaid, I think we may promiſe ourſelves, 
that this additional tax of two ſhillings in the pound 
will not be continued another year, becauſe we may hope 
the rebellion will be entirely ended in this. 


And here, I believe, it muſt be obvious to every one's 


reflection, that the rebellion might not have concluded 
fo ſoon, had not this method been made uſe of for that 
end. A foreign potentate trembles at the thought of 

1 entring 
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entring into a war with ſo wealthy an enemy as the 


| Britiſh nation, when he finds the whole landed intereſt 
of the kingdom engaged to oppoſe him with their united 
force; and at all times ready to employ againſt him ſuch 
| a part of their revenues, as ſhall be ſufficient to' baffle 
| hs deſign upon their country: eſpecially when none can 
| imagine, that he expects any encouragement from thoſe, . 
| whoſe fortunes are either lodged in the funds, or em- 


ployed in trade, 2 
The wiſdom therefore of the preſent houſe of com- 


mons has by this tax not only enabled the king to ſub- 
due thoſe of his own ſubjects who have been actually 
| ja arms againſt him, but to divert any of his neigh- 
bovrs from the hopes of lending them a competent 
aſſiſtance | 8 = „ ö : 
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cence of yelterday in the court of Great Britain, 

to turn his thoughts for ſome time after on any 
other ſubject. It was a ſolemnity every way ſuited 
to the birth-day of a princeſs, who is the delight of 
our nation, and the glory of her ſex. Homer tells 
us, that when the daughter of Jupiter preſented her- 
ſelf among a croud of goddeſſes, ſhe was diſtin- 
puiſhed from the reſt by her graceful ſtature, and 
known by her ſuperior beauty notwithſtanding they 
vere all beautiful. Such was the 14 of the 
princeſs of Wales among our Britiſh ladies; or (to 
ule a more ſolemn phraſe) of the king's daughter a- 
1% - mong 


| [: is not eaſy for any one, who ſaw the magnifi- 
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 uong her honourable women, Her royal highneſs in 
the midf{t of ſuch a circle raiſes in the beholder the 
idea of a fine picture, where (notwithſtanding the di. 
verſity of pleaſing objects that fill up the canvas) the 
principal figure immediately takes the eye, and fixes the 
attention. | 
When this excellent princeſs was yet in her father's 
court, ſhe was ſo celebrated for the beauty of her per- 
ſon, and the accompliſhments of her mind, that there 
was no prince in the empire, who had room for ſuch 
an alliance, that was not ambitious of gaining her into 
his family, either as a daughter, or as a conſort, He 
who is now the chief of the crowned heads in Er, 
and was then king of Spain, and heir to all the ei mi- 
nions of the houſe of Auſtria, ſought her in marriage, 
Could her mind have been captivated with the glories 
of this world, ſhe had them all laid before her ; but 
- ſhe generouſly declined them, becauſe ſhe ſaw the ac- 
ceptance of them was inconſiſtent. with what ſhe eſteems 
more than all the glories of this world, the enjoyment 
of her religion. Providence however kept in ſtore a | 
reward for ſuch an exalted virtue; and, by the ſecret 
methods of its wiſdom, opened a way for her to be. 
come the greateſt of her ſex, among thoſe who profeſs 
that faith to which ſhe adhered with ſo much Chriſtian 
magnanimity. | | 
In! his her illuſtrious conduct might, in the eye of the 
world, have loſt its merit, had ſo accompliſhed a prince 
as his royal highneſs declared his paſſion for the ſame 
alliance at that time : It would then have been no won- 
der that all other propoſals had been rejected. But it 
was the fame of this heroick conſtancy that determined 
his royal highneſs to deſire in marriage a princeſs whoſe 
perſonal charms, which had before been ſo univerſally 
admired, were now become the leaſt part of her cha- 
rafter. We of the Britiſh nation have reaſon to re- 


joice, that ſuch a propoſal was made and accepted; w 
and that her royal highneſs, with regard to theſs two Ml | þ; 
ſucceſſive treaties of marriage, ſhewed as much prudence * 
in her compliance with the one, as piety in her refuſal ſu 
of the otlier. | ti 
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The princeſs was no ſooner arrived at Hanover, than 


ſhe improved the luſtre of that court, which was before 
reckoned among the politeſt in Europe; and increaſed 
the ſatisfaction of that people, who were before looked 
upon as the happieſt in the empire. She immediately 
became the darling of the princeſs Sophia, who was 
acknowledged in all the courts of Europe, the moſt 
accompliſhed woman of the age in which ſhe lived, 
and who was not a little pleaſed with the converſation 
of one in whom ſhe ſaw ſo lively an image of her own 
youth, . 

, But J ſhall inſiſt no longer on that reputation which 
her royal highneſs has acquired in other countries. We 
daily diſcover thoſe admirable qualities for which ſhe 
is juſtly famed, and rejoice to ſee them exerted in our 
own country, where we ourſelves are made happy by 
their influence. We are the more pleaſed to behold 
the throne of theſe kingdoms ſurrounded by a nume- 
rous and beautiful progeny, when we conſider the vir- 
tues of thoſe from whom they deſcend. Not only the 
features, but the mind of the parent, is often copied 
out in the offspring. But the princeſs we are ſpeak- 
ing of, takes the ſureſt method of making her royal 
iſſue like herſelf, by inſtilling early into their minds 
all the principles of religion, virtue, and honour, and 
ſeaſoning their tender years with all that knowledge 
which they are capable of receiving. What may we 
not hope from ſuch an uncommon care in the educa- 


tion of the children of Great Britain, who are directed 


by ſuch precepts, and will be formed by ſuch an ex- 
umple-! © 5 
The conjugal virtues are ſo remarkable in her royal 
highneſs, as to deſerve thoſe juſt and generous returns 
of love and tenderneſs, for which the prince her huſ- 


band is ſo univerſally celebrated. | e 


But there is no part of her royal highneſs's characder 


which we obſerve with greater pleaſure, than that be- 
| haviour by which ſhe has ſo muck endeared herſelf to 


his majeſty ; though indeed we have no reaſon to be 
ſurprized at this mutual intercourſe of duty and affec- 
tion, when we conſider ſo wiſe and virtuous a princeſs 

1 3 poſſeſſing, 
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poſſeſſing, in the ſame ſacred perſon, the kindeſt of 
fathers, and the beſt of kings. And here it is natural 
for us to congratulate our own good fortune, who {ce 
our ſovereign bleſt with a numerous iſſue, among whom 
are heirs male in two direct deſcents, which has not 
happened in the reign of any Engliſh king ſince the 
time of his majeſty's great anceſtor Edward III. and is 
a felicity not enjoyed by the ſubjects af any other of 
the kings of Europe who are his contemporaries, We 
are like men entertained with the view of a ſpacious 
landſkip, where the eye paſſes over one pleaſing pro- 
ſpect into another, till the fight is loſt by degrees in a 
Gieceſſion of delightful objects, and leaves us in the per- 
ſuaſion that there remain ſtill more behind. 
But if we regard her royal highneſs in that light 
which diffuſes the greateſt glory round a human cha- 
racer, we ſhall find the Chriſtian no leſs conſpicuous 
than the princeſs. She is as eminent for a ſincere piety 
in the practice of religion, as for an inviolable adhe- 
rence to its principles. She is conſtant in her attendance 
on the daily offices of our church, and by-her ſerious 
and devout comportment on theſe ſolemn occaſions, 
gives an example that is very often too much wanted 
in courts. Tatts [= 
Her religion is equally free from the weakneſs of ſu- 
perſtition, and the ſourneſs of enthufiaſm, It is not 
of that uncomfortable melancholy nature which diſap- 
points its own end, by appearing unamiable to thoſe 


whom it would gain to its intereſts. It diſcovers itſelf 


in the genuine effects of Chriſtianity, in affability, com- 
paſſion, benevolence, evenneſs of mind, and all the 
offices of an active and univerſal charity. 

As a chearful temper is the neceſſary reſult of theſe 
virtues, ſo it ſhines out in all the parts of her conver- 
fation, and diſſipates thoſe apprehenſions which natu- 
rally hang on the timorous or the modeſt, when they 
are admitted to the honour of her preſence. There is 
none that does not liften with pleaſure to a perſon in 
ſo high a ſtation, who condeſcends to make herſelf thus 
agreeable, by mirth without levity, and wit without 
Ul-nature, © 1 SRP | * 
| | Her 
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Her royal highneſs is, indeed, poſſeſt of all thoſe ta- 
lents which make converſation either delightful or im- 
proving. As ſhe has a fine taſte of the elegant arts, 
and is {killed in ſeveral modern languages, her diſ- 
courſe is not confined to the ordinary ſubjects or forms 
of conyerſation, but can adapt itſelf with an uncom- 
mon grace to every occaſion, and entertain the politeſt 
perſons of different nations, I need not mention, what 
is obſerved by every one, that agreeable turn which 
a s in her ſentiments upon the moſt ordinary af- 
fairs of life, and which is ſo ſuitable to the delicacy of 
her ſex, the politeneſs of her education, and the ſplen- 
dor of her quality. . 

It would be vain to think of drawing into the com- 
paſs of this paper, the many eminent virtues which 
adorn the character of this great princeſs: but as it is 
one chief end of this undertaking, to make the people 
ſenſible of the bleſſings which they enjoy under his ma- 
jeſty's reign,” I could not but lay hold on this oppor- 
tunity to ſpeak of that which ought in juſtice to be 


reckoned among the greateſt of them, 


55 
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Studiis rudit, ſermone barbarus, impetu ftrenuus, manu 
promptus, cogitatione celer. VELL. PATERC. 


of his government, we cannot but obſerve that 
- thoſe who have appeared the greateſt enemies 
to both, are of that rank of men, who are commonly 
diſtinguiſhed by the title of /3x-hunters., As ſeveral of 
theſe have had no part of their education in cities, 
camps, '6r courts, it .is doubtful whether they are of 
preater ornament or uſe to the nation in which they 
live. It would be an everlaſting reproach to * 
I By ou 


F OR the honour of his majeſty, and the ſafety 
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ſhould ſuch men be able to overturn an eſtabliſnment 
| Which has been formed by the wiſeſt laws, and is ſup. 
ported by the ableſt heads. The wrong notions and 
prejudices which cleave to many of theie country-gen. 
tlemen, who have always lived out of the way of being 
better informed, are not eaſy to be conceived by a per. 
{on who has never converſed with them. 

That I may give my readers an image of theſe rural 
ſtateſmen, I ſhall, without farther preface, ſet down 
an account of a diſcourſe I chanced to have with one 
of them ſome time ago, I was travelling towards one 
of the remoteſt parts of England, when about three 

o' clock in the afternoon, ſeeing a country-gentleman 
trotting before me with a ſpaniel by his horſe's ſide, ! 
made up to him. Our converſation opened, as uſual, 
upon the weather; in which we were very unanimous; 
having both agreed that it was too dry for the ſeaſon 
of the year. My fellow-traveller, upon this, obſerved 
to me, that there had been no good weather ſince the 


revolution. I was a little ſtartled at ſo extraordinary 


a remark, but would not interrupt him till he procced- 
ed to tell me of the fine weather they uled to have in 
king Charles the ſecond's reign. I only anſwered, that 
I did not ſee how the dale of the weather could be 
the king's fault; and, without waiting for his reply, 
aſked him whoſe houſe it was we ſaw upon a riſing 
ground at a little diſtance from us. He told me it be- 
longed to an old fanatical cur, Mr. Such- a-one, In 
muſt have heard of him, ſays he, he's one of the rump, 
I knew the gentleman's character upon hearing bis 
name, but aſſured him that to my knowledge he was a 


good churchman : Ay ſays he, with a kind of fur- 


prize, We are told in the country, that he ſpoke twice in 
the queen's time againſt taking off the duties upon French 
claret. This naturally led us into the proceedings of 
late parliaments, upon which occaſion he affirmed 


roundly, that there had not been one good law paſſed 


ſince king W;/liam's acceſhon to the throne, except 
the act for preſerving the game. I had a mind to ſce 
him out, and therefore. did not care for contradicting 
him. Ii it not hard, ſays he, that honeſt gentlemen 

| ; ſhould 
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uld be taken into cuſtody of meſſengers to prevent them 


nent 
ſup. from acting according to their conſciences * But, ſays 
and he, what'can we expect when a parcel of factious fons 
zen. of whores —— He was going on in great paſſion, but 
ing chanced to miſs his dog, who was amuſing himſelf a- 
pers bout a. buſh that grew at ſome diſtance behind us. We 
ſtood {till till he had whiſtled him up; when he fell in- 
ural to a long panegyrick upon his ſpaniel, who ſeemed in- 
"wn deed excellent in his kind : but I found the moſt re- 
one markable adventure of his life was, that he had once 
One like to have worried a difſenting-teacher. The ma- 
ree ſter could hardly fit on his horſe for laughing all the 
un while he was giving me the particulars of this ſtory, 


which I found had mightily endeared his dog to him, 
and as he himſelf told me, had made him a great fa- 
vourite among all the honeſt gentlemen of the coun- 

We were at length diverted from this piece of 


ed mirth by a poſt-boy, who winding his horn at us, my 
he companion gave him two. or three curſes, and left the 
ry way clear for him. I fancy, ſaid I, that poſt brings 
d. news from Scotland. L /hall long to ſee the next gazette, 
in Sir, ſays he, I male it e rule never to believe any of 
at your printed news, We never ſee, Sir, how things go, 
de except now and then in Dyer's letter, and I read that 
„ WW more fer the ſhyle than the news. The man has a clever 
9 ten it muſt be onu¹⁰,jE ͤñ But is it not ſtrange that we 
e. ſhould, be making war upon church of England men, 
1 with Dutch and Swiſs ſoldiers, men of antimonarchical 
þ, principles ? Theſe fereigners will never be loved in Eng- 
5 land, Sir ; they have not that wit and good- breeding 
a that wwe have. I muſt confeſs I did not expect to hear 
5 my new acquaintance value himſelf upon theſe qualifi- 
2 cations, but finding him ſuch a critick upon foreigners, 
h I aſked him if he had ever travelled ? he told me, he 
f did not know what travelling was good for, but to 


teach a man to ride the great horſe, to jabber French, 


and to talk 2 paſſive-obedience : to which he add- 


l 

YL | 

1 ed, that he ſcarce ever knew a traveller in his life who 
! had not forſook his principles, and loſt his hunting-ſeat. 
; For my part, ſays he, 1 and my father before me have 
\ aways been for paſſive-2bedience, and ſhall be * 
2 f 4 WE 
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for oppofing a prince who makes uſe of miniſters that 
are of another opinion. But where do you intend 13 
inn to-night ? (for we were now come in ſight of the 
next town) I can help you to @ very good landlord if 
you will go along with me. He's a luſiy jolly fella, 
that lives awell, at leaſt, three yards in the girt, and 
the beſt church of England man upon the road. I had 
a curioſity to fee this high-church inn-keeper, as well 
as to enjoy more of the converſation of my fellow-tra- 
veller, and therefore readily conſented to ſet our horſes 
together for that night. As we rode fide by {ide 
through the town, I was let into the characters of all 
the principal inhabitants whom we met in our way, 
One was a dog, another a whelp, another a cur, and 
another the ſon of. a bitch, under which ſeveral deno- 
minations were comprehended all that voted on the 
Whig ſide in the laſt election of burgeſſes. As for thoſe 
of his own party, he diſtinguiſhed them by a nod of 
his head, and aſking them how they did, by their Chri- 
ſtian names. Upon our arrival at the inn, my com- 
Poe fetched out the jolly landlord, who knew him 
y his whiſtle, many ende:rments, and private whiſ- 
2 paſſed between them; though it was eaſy to ſee, 
y the landlord's ſcratching his head, that things did 
not go to their wiſhes, The landlord had ſwelled 
his body to a prodigious ſize, and work'd up his 
complexion to a ſtanding crimſon by his zeal for the 
proſperity of the church, which he expreſſed every 
hour of the day, as his cuſtomers dropt in, by re- 
ated bumpers. He had not time to go to church 
umſelf, but as my friend told me in my ear, had 
headed a mob at the pulling down of two or three 
meeting-houſes : while ſupper was preparing, he en- 
larged upon the happineſs of the neighbouring ſhire ; 


For, ſays he, there is ſcarce a Presbyterian in the whole on 
county, except the biſhop. In ſhort, I found by his th 
diſcourſe that he had learned a great deal of politicks, ſo 
but not one word of religion, from the parſon of bis br 

_ pariſh 3 and, indeed that he had ſcarce any other no- th 

tion of religion, but that it conſiſted in hating Preſby- vi 
terians. I had a remarkable inſtance of his notions he 
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in this particular. Upon ſeeing a poor decrepid old 
woman paſs under the window where we ſat, he deſired 
me to take notice of her ; and afterwards informed me, 
that ſhe was generally reputed a Witch by the country 
people, but that, for his part, he was apt to believe 


| ſhe was a Preſbyterian. 


Supper was no ſooner ſerved in, than he took ocea- 
fon, from a ſhoulder of mutton that lay before us, to 
cry up the plenty of England, which would be the 


| happieſt country in the world, provided we would live 


within ourſelves. Upon which, he expatiated upon the 
inconveniences of trade, that carried from us the com- 
modities of our country, and made a parcel of upſtarts 


zs rich as men of the moſt ancient families of England. 


He then declared frankly, that he had always been a- 


| gainſt all treaties and alliances with foreigners ; Our 
wooden walls, ſays he, are our ſecurity, and we may bid 


defiance to the whole world, eſpecially if they ſhould at- 


tack us when the militia is out. IT ventured to reply, 


that I had as great an opinion of the Engliſh fleet as he 
had ; but I could not ſee how they could be paid, and 
manned, and fitted out, unleſs we encouraged trade and 
navigation. He. replied, with ſome vehemence, that he 
would undertake to prove, trade would be the ruin of 
the Eugliſh nation. I would fain have put him upon 


| it, but he contented himſelf with affirming it more 


eagerly, to which he added two or three curſes upon 
the London merchants, not forgetting the directors of 
the bank. After ſupper he aſked if I was an admirer 


of punch; and immediately called for a ſneaker. I 
| took this occaſion to infinuate the advantages of trade, 
by obſerving to him, that water was the only native 


of England that could be made uſe of on this occaſi - 
on: but that the lemons, the brandy, the ſugar,” and 
the nutmeg, were all foreigners. This pu. him into 
ſome confuſion; but the landlord, who overheard me, 
brought him off, by. affirming, that for conſtant uſe, 
there was no liquor like a cup of Engliſh water, pro- 
vided it had malt enough in it. My ſquire laughed 


| heartily at the conceit, and made the landlord fit 
| Gown with us. We fat pretty late over our punch; 


and, 
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and, amidſt a great deal of improving diſcourſe, drank 
the healths of ſeveral perſons in the country, whom! 
had never heard of, that, they both aſſured me, were 
the ableſt ſtateſmen in the nation: and of ſome Ly. 
doners, whom they extolled to the 1! +8, for their wit, 
and who, I knew, paſſed in town for ſilly fellows. It 
being now midnight, and my friend perceiving by his 
almanack that the moon was up, he called for his horſes, 
and took a ſudden reſolution to go to his houſe, which 
was at three miles diſtance from the town, after hay- 
ing bethought himſelf that he never ſlept well out of 
his own bed. He ſhook me very heartily by the hand 
at parting, and diſcovered a great air of ſatisfacton in 
his looks, that he had met with an « xe of 
ſhewing his parts, and left me a much wiſer man than 

he found me. 
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Illis ira modum ſupra eft, et ſaepe venenum 
Mor ſibus inſpirant——— © VI1RG, 


N the wars of Europe which were waged among 

1 our forefathers, it was uſual for the enemy, when 
there was a king in the field, to demand by a 
trumpet in what part of the camp he reſided, that they 
might avoid firing upon the royal pavilion, Our party- 
contelts in Exg/and were heretofore managed with the 
- fame kind of decency and good-breeding. The perſon 
of the prince was always fooked upon as ſacred ; and 
whatever ſevere uſage his friends or miniſters met with, 
none preſumed to direct their hoſtilities at their ſove- 
reign. The enemies of our preſent ſettlement are of 
ſuch a coarſe kind of make, and fo equally void of 
loyalty and good manners, that they are grown _ 
7 \ | | | ous 
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lous upon the royal family, and treat the moſt exalted 
characters with the moſt opprobrious language. 
This petulance in converſation is particularly ob- 
ſerved to prevail among {ome of that ſex where it ap- 
rs the moſt unbecoming and the moſt unnatural, 
Many of theſe act with the greater licentiouſneſs, be- 


| cauſe they know they can act with the greater im- 


punity, This conſideration, indeed, engages the moſt 
generous and well-bred even of our ſhe malecontents, 
to make no ill uſe of the indulgence of our lawgivers; 
and to diſcover in their debates at leaſt the delicacy 
of the woman, if not the duty of the ſubject, But 
it is generally remarked, that every one of tlrem who 
is a threw in domeſtick life, is now become a ſcold in 
politicks. And as for thoſe of the party, who are of a 
ſuperior rank and unblemiſhed virtue, it muſt be a me- 
lancholy reflection for them to conſider that all the 
common women of the town are of their {ide ; for which 
reaſon they ought to preſerve a more than ordina 
modeſty in their ſatirical excurſions, that their cha- 
rafters may not be liable to ſuſpicion, :- 
If there is not ſome method found out for allaying 
theſe heats and animoſities among the fair ſex, one 
does not know to what outrages they may proceed. 
I remember a heroe in Scarron, who finding himſelf 
oppoſed by a mixed multitnde of both ſexes with a 
great deal of virulent janguage, after having brought 
them to a ſubmiſſion, gave order {to keep them from 
doing farther miſchief) that the men ſhould be diſarmed 
of their clubs, and that the women ſhould have their 


nails pared, We are not yet reduced to the neceſſity 


of applying ſuch violent remedies : but as we daily re- 
ceive accounts of ladies battling it on both ſides, and 
that thoſe who appear againſt the conſtitution make war 
upon their antagoniſts by many unfair practices and 
unwarrantable methods, I think it 1s very convenient 
there ſhould be a cartel ſettled between them. If they 
have not yet agreed upon any thing of this nature among 
themſelves, I would propoſe to them the following plan, 
in which 1 have ſketched out ſeveral rules, ſuited to the 
Politeſt ſex in one of the moſt civilized nations. 

> K THAT 
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HAT in every political rencounter between vo. 
man and woman, no weapon ſhall be made uſe 
of but the tongue, 

That in the courſe of the engagement, if either gf 
the combatants, finding herſelf hard preſt by her ag. 
verſary, ſhall proceed to perſonal refle&ions or diſco. 
very of ſecrets, they ſhall be parted by the ſtanders- by. 

That when both ſides are drawn up in a full aſſem. 
bly, it ſhall not be lawſul for above five of them to 
talk at the ſame time. 

That if any ſhall detra& from a "PM s Character (un- 
leſs ſhe be abſent) the ſaid detractreſs thall be forthwith 
ordered to the lowelt place of the room. 

That none preſume to ſpeak diſreſpectfully of his 
majeſty, or any of the royal family, on pain of three 
hours ſilence. 

That none be permitted to talk ſpightfully of the 
court, unleſs they can produce vouchers that they have 
been there. 

That the making uſe of news which goes about in 
whiſper, unleſs the author be produced, or the fact well 
atteſted, ſhall be deemed fighting with white powder, 
and contrary to the laws of war, 

That any one who produces libels or lampoons, 
ſhall be regarded in the ſame manner as one who ſhoots 
with poiſoned bullets, 

That. whea a lady is thoroughly conviiiced of the 
ſalſehood of any ſtory ſhe has related, ſhe ſhall give her 
parole not to tell it for a certain truth that winter, 

That when any matter of doubt ariſes which cannot 
otherwiſe be decided, appeal ſhall be made to a toaſt, 
if there be any ſuch in the com 8 5 | 

That no coquette, notwithſtanding ſhe can do it 
with a good air, ſhall be allowed to ligh for the dan- 
ger of the church, or to ſhiver at the apprehenſions of 
Fanaticiim. 

That when a woman has talked an hour and a half, 
it ſhall be lawful to call her down to order. 


As this civil di! ford among the ſiſterkood of Great 
Britain is likely to engage them i in a long and lingring 
W Ar, 
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var, conſiſting altogether yg 2 bates, it is the 
more neceſſary that there Me gartel ſettled a- 
mong them. Beſides, as 50 | 


lp. dies are at pre- 
ſent the greateſt ſtateſ women in e, they will be 
in danger of making themſelves the moſt unamiable 
part of their ſex, if they continue to give a looſe to 
intemperate language, and to a low kind of ribaldry, 


| which is not uſed among the women of faſhion in any 


other country. 

Diſcretion and good-nature have been always looked 
upon as the diſtinguiſhing ornaments of female conver- 
ſation, The woman, whoſe price is above rubics, has 
no particular in the character given of her by the wiſe 
man, more endearing, than that he gpeneth her month 
with wiſdom, and in her tongue is the law of findueſt. 


| Belides, every fierce ſhe-zealot ſhould conſider, that 


however any other of the ſex may ſeem to applaud her 


I a partiſan, there is none of them who would not be 


afraid of aſſociating himſelf with her in any of the more 
private relations of life, 

I ſhall only add, that there is no talent fo pernicious 
as eloquence, to thoſe who have it not under command: 
for which reaſon, women who are ſo liberally gifted 
by nature in this particular, ovght to ſtudy with the 
greateſt application, the rules of female oratory, de- 
livered in that excellent treatiſe, intituled The govern- 
nent of the tongue, Had that author foreſeen the poli- 
tical ferment which is now raiſed among the ſex, he 
would probably have made his book larger by ſome 
chapters than it is at preſent : but what is wanting in 
that work, may, I hope, in ſome meaſure be ſupplied 
by the above-written cartel. 5 
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Bellum inportunum, cives, cum gente deorum * 
Invictiſque viris geritis | VIS. a ki 
| his 
PHYSICIAN makes uſe of various methods we 
A for the recovery of ſick perſons; and though tho 
ſome of them are painful, and all of them di- deli 
agreeable, his patients are never angry at him, becauſe hig 
they know he has nothing in view beſides the reſtoring mea 
of them to a good ſtate of health. I am forced to treat per! 
the diſaffected part of his majeſty's ſubjects in the ſame WM firic 
manner, and may therefore reaſonably expect the ſame as 
returns of good-will, I propoſe nothing to myſzi mel 
but their happineſs as the end of all my endeavours; WW  * 
and am forced to adapt different remedies to thoſe dif- ſtan 
ferent conſtitutions, which are to be found in ſuch a WW ran; 
diſtempered multitude. Some of them can fee the tine 
. unreaſonable, and ſome of them the ridiculous fide of for 
wrong principles, and according to the different frame he 
of their minds, reject an opinion as it carries in it ei- emy 
ther the appearance of wickedneſs, or of danger, or WW mir 
of folly. | TOC nea 
I have endeavoured to expoſe in theſe ſeveral lights wer 
the notions and practices of thoſe who are the enemies WW the 
to our preſent . But there is a ſet of ar- con 
guments, which I have not yet touched upon, and which cau 
often ſucceed, when all others fail. There arc many ] 
who will not quit a project though they find it perni- W «lt 
cious, or abſurd : but will readily deſiſt from it, when WW lies 
they are convinced it is impracticable. An attempt to leg 
ſubvert the preſent government is, God be thanked, ing 
of this nature, I ſhall therefore apply the conſidera- of 
tions of this paper rather to the diſeretion than the vir- ¶ foy 
tue of our malecontents, who ſhould act in the preſent 


| juncture 
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juncture of affairs like experienced gameſters, that throw 
1 up their cards when they know the game is in the ene- 
6 my's hand, without giving themſelyes any unneceſſary 
vexation in playing it out, 
In the reign of our two laſt Britiſh ſovereigns, thoſe 
who did not favour their intereſt inight be ungenerous 
5 enough. to act upon the proſpect of a change, conſi- 
dering the precarious condition of their health, and their 
want of iſſue to ſucceed them. But at preſent we enjoy 
6. a king of a long-liv'd family, who is in the vigour of 
| his age, and bleſt with a numerous progeny, To this 
ol ye may add his remarkable ſteadineſs in adhering to 
uch thoſe ſchemes which he has formed upon the matureſt 
di. deliberation, and that ſubmiſſive deference of his royal 
auſe highneſs both from duty and inclination to all the 
ring meaſures of his royal father. Nor muſt we omit that 
reat perſonal valour ſo peculiar to his majeſty and his illu- 
ine MW firious houſe, which would be ſufficient to vanquiſh, 
ame as we find it actually deters, both his foreign and do- 
rl meſtick enemies. 
irs; This great prince is ſupported by the whole Prote- 
di. WW ftant intereſt of Europe, and ſtrengthened with a lang 
h a WW range of alliances that reach from one end of the con- 
the WW tinent to the other. He has a great and powerful king 
e of for his ſon- in-la w; and can himſelf command when 
ame he pleaſes the whole ſtrength of an electorate in the 
ei- empire. Such a combination of ſovereigns puts one in 
, or mind of the apparition of Gods which diſcouraged - 
neas from oppoſing the will of heaven. When his eyes 
ghts were cleared of that mortal cloud which hung upch 
mics i them, he ſaw the ſeveral celeſtial deities acting in a 
 ar- WF confederacy againſt him, and immediately gave up a 
hich WF cauſe which was excluded from all poſſibility of ſacceſs. 
fan But it is the greateſt happineſs, as well as the great- 
ni - eſt pleafare of our ſovereign, that his chief ſtrength 
hen lies in his own kingdoms. Both the branches of our 
t to legiſlature eſpouſe his cauſe and intereſt with a becom- 
ked, WW ing duty and zeal. The moſt confiderable and wealthy 
ler. of his ſubjects are convinced that the proſperity of our 
wir- fovereign and his people are inſeparable : and we are 
ſent very well fatisfied, that his majeſty, if the neceſſity of 
122 a K 3 affairs 
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affairs ſhould require it, might find amongft the nyt 
datiful of his ſubjects, men celebrated for their military | 
characters, above any of the age in which they live, 
There is no queſtion but his majeſty will be as generally 
valued and beloved in his Bri7i/þ as he is in his Ger. 
' man dominions, when he ſhall have time to make his 
royal virtues equally known among us. In the men 
while we have the fatisfaction to find that his enemiez 
have been only able to make ill impreffions upon tte 
tow and ignorant rabble of the nation; and to put the 
dregs of the people into a ferment. 

We have already ſeen how poor and contemptibte 
2 force has been raiſed by thoſe who have dared to ap- 
pear openly againit his majeſty, and how they were 
headed and encouraged by men whoſe ſenſe of their 
guilt made them deſperate in forming fo rath an en- 
terprize, and diſpirited in the execution of it. But 
we have not yet ſeen that ſtrength which would be 
exerted in the defence of his majeſty, the Proteſtant 
religion, and the Þriti/h liberties, were the danger 
great enongh to require it. Should the king be re- 
duced to the neceſſity of ſetting up the royal ſtandard, 
how many thouſands would range themſelves under 
it! What a concourſe would there be of nobles and 
patriots! We ſhould ſee men of another ſpirit than 
what has appeared among the enemies to our country, 
and ſuch as would out-ſhine the rebellious part of their 
fellow- ſubjects as much in their gallantry as in their 
cauſe, | 
I ſhall not ſo muck ſuſpect the underſtandings of our 
adverfaries, as to think it neceſſary to enforce theſe 
eonfiderations, by putting them in mind of that fidelity 
and allegiance which is fo viſtble in his majeſty's fleet 
and army, or of many other particulars, which in al! 
human probability, will perpetuate our preſent form of 
government, and which may be ſuggeſted to them by 
their own private thoughts. papel | 

The party, indeed, that is oppoſite to our preſent 
happy ſettlement, ſeem to be driven out of the hopes 
of all human methods for carrying on their cauſe, and 
are therefore reduced to the poor comfort of PR” 
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and old womens fables. They begin to fee armies in 
the clouds, when all upon the earth have forſaken them. 
Nay, I have been lately ſhewn a written propheſy that 
is handed among them with great ſecrecy, by which 
it appears their chief reliance at preſent is upon a 
Cheſhire miller that was born with two thumbs upon 
one hand. fs | | 

I have addreſſed this whole paper to the deſpair of 
our malecontents, not with a deſign to aggravate the 
pain of it, but to uſe it as a means of making them 
happy. Let them ſeriouſly conſider the vexation and 
diſquictude of mind that they are treaſuring up for them- 
ſelves by ſtruggling with a power which will be always 
too hard for them; and by converting his majeſty's 
reign into their own misfortune, which every impartial 
man muſt look upon as the greateſt bleſſing to his 
country, Let them extinguiſh thoſe paſſions, which 
can only imbitter their lives to them, and deprive them. 
of their ſhare in the happineſs of the community. They 
may conclude that his majeſty, in ſpite of any oppoſi- 
tion they can form againſt him, will maintain his juſt 
authority over them; and whatever uneaſineſs they 
may give themſelves, they can create none in him, ex- 
cepting only becauſe they prevent him from exerting 
equally his natural goodneſs and benevolence to every 
ſubject in his dominions. 8 
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of Quid eft ſapientiae ? ſemper idem velle atque idem 
0 nolle. 25 SEN EC. 
nt F F we may believe the obſervation which is made of 


us by foreigners, there is no nation in Eurgpe fo 
4 much given to change as the Ezzli/h, There are 
es ſome who aſcribe this to the ſickleneſs of our climate; 

| 1 and 
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and others to the freedom of our government. Prom 
one or both of theſe cauſes their writers derive that 
variety of humours which appears among the people in 
general, and that inconſiſtency of character which is to 
: be found in almoſt every particular perſon. But as 3 
man ſhould always be upon his guard __ the vices 
to which he is moſt expoſed, ſo we ſhould take a more 
than ordinary care not to lie at the mercy of the we. 
ther in our moral conduct, nor to make a capricious 
uſe of that liberty which we enjoy by the happineſs of 
our civil conſtitution, | 
This inſtability of temper ought in a particular man. 
ner to be check'd, when it ſhews itſelf in political af. 
fairs, and diſpoſes men to wander from one ſcheme of 
government to another: ſince ſuch a fickleneſs of be- 
haviour in publick meaſures, cannot but be attended 
with very fatal effects to our country. 

In the firſt place; it hinders any great undertaking, 
which requires length of time for its accompliſhment 
from being brought to its due perfection. There is not 
any inſtance in hiſtory which better confirms this obſcr- 
vation, than that which is ſtill freſh in every one's me- 
mory. We engaged in the late war with a deſign to 
reduce an exorbitant growth of power in the moſt dan- 
gerous cnemy to Great Britain. We gained a long 
and wonderful ſeries of victories, and had ſcarce any | 
thing left to do, but to reap the fruits of them : when 
on a ſudden our patience failed us; we grew tired of 
our undertaking ; and received terms from thoſe who 
were upon the point of giving us whatever we could 
have demanded of them, | 

This mutability of mind in the Engliſh, makes the 
ancient friends of our nation very backward to engage 
with us in ſuch alliances as are neceſſary for our mu- 
tual defence and ſecurity. It is a common notion a- 
mong foreigners, that the Engliſh are good confede- 
rates in an enterprize which may be diſpatched within 
a ſhort compals of time; but that they are not to be 
depended upon in a work which cannot be finiſhed 
without conſtancy and perfeverance, Our late mea- 
ſures have ſo blemiſhed the national credit in this par- 


ticular, 
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ficular, that thoſe potentates who are entered into trea- 
ties with his preſent majeſty, have been ſolely encou- 
raged to it by their confidence in his perſonal firmneſs 
and integrity. | 
I need not, -after this, ſuggeſt to my reader the ig- 
nominy and reproach that falls upon a nation, which 
diſtinguiſhes itſelf among its neighbours by ſuch a wa- 
vering and unſettled conduct. | 
This our inconſiſtency in the purſuit of ſchemes 
which have been thoronghly digeſted, has as bad an 
influence on our domeſtick as on our foreign affairs. 
We are told, that the famous prince of Conde uſed to 
alk the Engliſb ambaſſador upon the arrival of a mail, 
Who avas ſecretary of tate in England by that poſt ? as 
a piece of raillery upon the fickleneſs of our politicks. 
But what has rendered this a misfortune to our coun- 
try, is, that publick miniſters have no ſooner made 
themſelves maſters of their buſineſs, than they have 
been diſmiſſed from their employments 3 and that this 
diſgrace has befallen very many of them, not becauſe 


they have deſerved it, but becauſe the people love to 


ſee new faces in high poſts of honour. | 

It is a double misfortune to a nation, which is thus 
given to change, when they have a ſovereign at the 
head of them, that is prone to fall in with all the 
turns and veerings of the people. Salluſt, the graveſt 
of all the Roman hiſtorians, who had formed his notions 
of regal authority from-the manner in which he ſaw it. 


_ exerted among the barbarous nations, makes the fol- 


lowing remark : Plerumque regiae voluntates, uti ve- 
hementes, fic mobiles ſaepe ipſae fibi advorſae. The 
wills of kings, as they are generally vehement, are like- 
wiſe very fickle, and at different times oppoſite to them- 
ſelves. Were there any colour for this general obſer- 
vation, how much does it redound to the honour of 
fuch princes who are exceptions to it! 

The natural conſequence of an unſteady government, 


is the perpetuating: of ſtrife and faction among a di- 


vided people. Whereas a king who perſiſts in thoſe 
ſchemes which he has laid and has no ober view in 
them but the good of his ſubjecte, extin; uiſhes all 

155 hopes 


beforehand with me, in conſidering, on this oc ſion, 
the happineſs of our country under the government 
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bopes of advancement in thoſe who would grow great 
by an oppolition to his meaſures, and inſenſibly u- 
nites the contending parties in their common intereſt, 
Queen Elizabeth, who makes the greateſt figure a- 
mong our Eugliſh ſovereigns, was molt eminently re- 
markable for that ſteadineſs and uniformity which ran 
through all her actions, during that long and glorious 
reign. She kept up to her choſen motto in every 
part of her life; and never loſt fight of thoſe great 
ends, which ſhe propoſed to herſelf on her acceſſion 
to the throne, the happineſs of her people, and the 
ſtrengthning of the Proteſtant intereſt, She often in- 
terpoſed her royal authority to break the cabals which 
were forming. againſt her firſt miniſters, who grew old 
and died in thoſe ſtations which they filled with ſo 
great abilities. By this means ſhe baffled the many 
attempts of her foreign and domeſtick enemies, and 
entirely broke the whole force and ſpirit of that party 
among her ſubje&s, which was popiſhly affected, and 
which was. not a little formidable in the beginning of 
PP 
The frequent changes and alterations in publick 


proceedings, the multiplicity of ſchemes introduced one 


upon another, with the variety of ſhort- lived favou- 
rites, that preyailed in their ſeveral turns under the go- 
vernment of her ſucceſſors, have by degrees broken us 
into thoſe unhappy diſtinctions and parties, which have 


given ſo much uneaſineſs to our kings, and ſo often 
' endangered the ſafety of their people, 


I queſtion not but every impartial reader hath been 


of his preſent majeſty ; who is ſo deſervedly famous 
for an inflexible adberence to thoſe counſels which 
have a viſible tendency to the publick good, and to 
thoſe perſons who heartily concur with him in pro- 
moting theſe his generous deſigns, . 


A prince of this character will be dreaded by his 


enemies, and ſerved with courage and zeal by his 
friends; and will either inſtruct us by his example * 
| | | f 8 
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fx the unſteadineſs of our politicks, or by his con- 
duct hinder it from doing us any prejudice. 

Upon the whole, as there is no temper of mind 
more unmanly in a private perſon, nor more pernici- 
ous to the publick in a member of community, than 
that changeableneſs with which we are too juſtly brand- 
ed by all our neighbours, it is to be hoped that the 
ſound part of the nation will give no farther occaſion 
for this reproach, but continue ſteady to that happy 
eſtabliſhment which has now taken place among us. 
And as obſtinacy in prejudices which are detrimental 
to our country, ought not to be miſtaken for that vir- 


tuous reſolution and firmneſs of mind which is neceſ- 


fary to our preſcrvation, it is to be wiſhed that the 
enemies to our conſtitution would ſo far indulge them- 


| ſelves in this national humour, as to come into one 


change more, by falling in with that plan of government 
which at preſent they think fit to oppoſe. At leaſt we 


_ may expect they will be fo wiſe as to ſhew a legal obe- 
dience to the belt of kings, who profeſs the duty of 


paſſive obedience to the worſt. 
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| Bella viri pacemgue gerant, queis bella gerenda. VIRG. 


gainſt the power of. Pfilip, he demanded of 
them to give up their orators, as well know- 
ing their d would be ſoon at an end if it were 
not irritated from time to time by theſe tongne- war- 
tiors. I have endeavoured, for the ſame reaſon, to 
gain our female adverſaries, and by that means to diſ- 
am the party of its principal ſtrength. Let them give 
us up their women, and we know by experience how 
inconfiderabic a reſiſtance we are to expect from their 
men. ; FE; fs 8 


\ 7 HEN the Athenians had long contended As 


This 
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This ſharp political humour has but lately prevailed 
in ſo great a meaſure as it now does among the beanti. 
ful part of our ſpecies. They uſed to employ them. 
ſelves wholly in the ſcenes of a domeſtic life, and pro. 
vided a woman could keep her houſe in order, ſhe ne. 
ver troubled herſelf about regulating the common. 
wealth. The eye of the miſtreſs was wont to make her 

wter ſhine, and to inſpect every part of her houſhold 

urniture as much as her looking-glaſs. But at preſent 

our diſcontented matrons are ſo converſant in matters 
of ſtate, that they wholly neglect their private aftzirs; 
for we may always obſerve that a goſſip in politics, is 
a ſlattern in her family. 5p 

It is indeed a melancholy thing to ſee the diſorders 
of a houſhold that is under the conduct of an angry 
{tateſwoman, who lays out all her thoughts upon the 
publick, and is only attentive to find out miſcarriages 
in the miniſtry, Several women of this turn are {6 
earneſt in contending for hereditary right, that they 
wholly neglect the education of their own ſons and 
heirs: and are ſo taken up with their zeal for the 
church, that they cannot find time to teach their 
children their catechiſm. A lady who thus intrudes 
into the province of the men, was ſo aſtoniſhing 1 
character among the old mant, that when Aiuacſa 
3 herſelf to ſpeak before the ſenate, they 

ooked upon it as a prodigy, and ſent meſſengers to 
inquire of the oracle, what it might portend to the 
commonwealth, 5 
It would be manifeſtly to the diſadvantage of the 
Briti/h cauſe, ſhould our pretty loyaliſts profeſs an in- 
difference in ſtate-affairs, while their diſaffected fiſters 
are thus induſtrious to the prejudice of their country; 
and accordingly we have the ſatisfaction to find our 
ſhe-aſſociates are not idle upon this occaſion. It is 
owing to the good principles of theſe his majeſty's fair 
and faithful ſubjects, that our country-women appear 
no leſs amiable in the eyes of the male-world, than 
they have done in former ages. For where a great 
number of flowers grow, the ground at a diſtance 
ſeems entirely covered with them, and we mult walk 
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into it, before we can diſtinguiſh the ſeveral weeds 
that ſpring up in ſuch a beautiful maſs of colours. 
Our great concern is, to find that deformity can ariſe 


| among ſo many charms, and that the moſt lovely parts 


of the creation can make themſelves the moſt diſagree- 
able. But it is an obſervation of the philoſophers, 
that the beſt things may be corrupted into the worlt 
and the ancients did not ſcruple to affirm, that the 
Furies and the Graces were of the ſame ſex, 
As 1 ſhould do the nation and themſelves good ſer- 
vice, if I could draw the ladies, who ſtill hold ont 
inſt his majeſty, into the intereſt of our preſent e- 


| ſtabliſhment, I ſhall propoſe to their ſerious conſidera- 


tion, the ſeveral inconveniences which thole among 
them undergo, who have not yet ſurrendered to the 
government. 

They ſhould firſt refle&t on the great ſufferings and 
perſecutions to which they expoſe themfelves by the 
obſtinacy of their behaviour. They loſe their elections 
in every club where they are ſet up for toaſts. They 
are obliged by their principles to ſtick a patch on the 
moſt unbecoming fide of their foreheads. They forego 
the advantage of birth-day ſuits. They are inſulted by 


| the loyalty of claps and hiſſes every time they appear at 


a play. They receive no benefit from the army, and 
are never the better for all the young fellows that wear 
hats and feathers. They are forced to live in the coun- 
try and feed their chickens; at the ſame time that they 
might ſhew themſelves. at court, and appear in brocade, 
if they behaved themſelves well. In ſhort, what muſt 
go to the heart of every fine woman, they throw them- 
ſelves quite out of the faſhion. 3 
The above-mentioned motive muſt have an infſu- 
ence upon the gay part of the ſex; and as for thoſe 
who are ated by more ſublime and moral principles, 
they ſhould conſider, that they cannot ſignalize them- 
ſelves as malecontents, without breaking through all 
the amiable inſtincts and ſofter virtues, which are pe- 
culiarly ornamental to womankind. _ Their timorous, 
gentle, modeſt behaviour; their affability, meekneſs, 
good-breeding, and many other beautiful 3 
| | L | © 
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of mind, muſt be ſacriſiced to a blind and furious ze 
for they do not know what. A man is {ſtartled when 
he ſees a pretty boſom heaving with ſuch party-rage, 
as is diſagreeable even in that ſex which is of a more 
coarſę and rugged make. And yet ſuch is our misfor- 
tune, that we ſometimes ſee a pair of ſtays ready to 
burſt with ſedition ; and hear the moſt maſculine paſ. 
ſions exprelt in the ſweeteſt voices. I have lately been 
told of a country-gentlewoman pretty much famed for 
this virility of behaviour in party- diſputes, who, up- 
on venting her notions very freely in a ſtrange place, 
was carried before an honeſt juſtice of peace. This 
prudent megiſtrate obſerving her to be a large black 


woman, and finding by her diſcourſe that ſhe was no 


better than a rebel in her riding-hood, began to ſuſpect 
her for my lord Mit hſdale; till a ſtranger came to her 
reſcue, who aſſured him, with tears in his eyes, that 
he was her husband. 5 

In the next place, our Britiſh ladies may conſider, 
that by intereſting themſelves ſp zealonſly in the affairs 
of the publiek, they are ingaged without any neceſſity, 
in the crimes which are often committed even by the 
beſt of parties, and which they are naturally exempted 
from by the privilege of their ſex. The worſt cha- 
racter a female could formerly arrive at, was of being 
an ill woman; but by their preſent conduct, ſhe may 
' Lkewile deſerve the character of an ill ſubject. They 
come in for their ſhare of political guilt, and have found 
a way to make themſelves much greater criminals, than 
their mothers before them. 2 


L have great hopes that theſe motives, when they are 


aſſiſted by their own reflections, will incline the fair 
ones of the adverſe party to come over to the national 
intereſt, in which their own is ſo highly concerned, 
eſpeeially if they conſider, that by theſe ſuperfluous 
employments which they take upon them as partiſans, 
they do not only dip themſelves in an unneceſſary guilt, 
but are obnoxious to a grief and anguiſh of mind, which 
doth not properly fall within their lot. And here 1 
advi e every one of theſe exaſperated ladies, who in- 
dulges that opprobrious cloquence which is ſo _ in 
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faſtion, to reflect on #/ep's fable of the viper. This 
little animal, ſays the old moraliſt, chanciug to met 
with a file, began to lick it with her tongue till the blood 
camp 5 which gave her a very ſilly ſatifacion, as ima» 
ginin "the blood came from the file, notwithſtanding atl 
the ſmart was in her own tongue. 


„ 


1 1 1 


Friday, March 23. 


= —— dit Vifa ſecundant. Luc. 
T is an old obſervation, that a time of peace is 
[ always a time of prodigies; for as our news-writ- 
ers muſt adorn their papers with that which the 
ticks calf Te Marvellous, they are forced, in a 
d calm of affairs, to ranſack every element for pro- 
per amuſements, and either to aftoniſh their readers 
from time to time with a ſtrange and wonderful ſight, 
or to be content to lofe their cuſtom. The fea is ge- 
nerally filled with monſters when there are no fleets 
upon it. Mount Anna imniediately began to rage up- 
on the extinction of the rebellion: and woe to the 
people of Catanea, if the peace continues; for they are 
ſure to be ſhaken every week with earthquakes, till 
they are relieved by the fiege of {ome other great 
town in Eargge. The air has likewiſe contributed its 
quota of prodigies. We had a blazing ſtar by the 
= mail — Genoa; and in the prefent dearth of 
les have been opportunely entertained, b 
perſons of . with 7 el war in hy 
clouds, where our ſharp-fighted malecontents difcovered 
many objects, inviſible to an eye that is dimm'd by 
Whig-prineiples. & : A 
I queſtion not but this paper will fall in with the 
preſent humour, fince it contains à very remarkable 
vilon. of a Highlanũ ſeer, whe is famous among the 
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mountains, and known by the name of Second. 

Sawney, Had he been able to write, we might pro- 

bably have ſeen this viſion ſooner in print; for it hap- 

pened to him very early in the late hard winter; and i; 

tranſmitted to me by a ſtudent of Glaſgow, who took 

the whole relation from him, and ſtuck cloſe to the facts, 
though he has delivered them in his own ſtyle. 


An, NEY was deſcended of an ancient family, very 


much renowned for their {kill in prognoſticks, 


Moſt of his anceſtors were ſecond-ſighted, and hi 
mother but narrowly eſcaped being burnt for a witch, 
As he was going out one morning very early to ſteal 
a ſheep, he was ſeized on the ſudden with a fit of fe. 
cond-f:ght. The face of the whole country about bim 
was changed in the twinkling of an eye, and preſented 
him with a wide proſpect of new ſcenes and objects, 
which he had never ſeen till that dax. 

He diſcoyered at a great diſtance from him a large 
fabrick, which caſt ſuch a gliſtering light about it, that 
it looked like a huge rock of diamond, Upon the top 
of it was planted a ſtandard, ſtreaming in a ſtrong 
Northern wind, and embroidered with a mixture of 
thiſtles and flower-de-luces. As he was amuſing him- 


ſelf with this ſtrange ſight, he heard a bag-pipe at ſome 


diſtance behind him, and, turning about, ſaw a gene- 
ral who ſeemed very much animated with the ſound of 
it, marching towards him at the head of a numerous 
army, He learnt, upon enquiry, that they were mak- 
ing a proceſſion to the ſtructure which ſtood before 
him, and which he found was the Temple of Rebellion, 
He immediately ſtruck in with them; but deſcribed this 
march to the temple with ſo much horror, that he ſhi- 
vered every joint all the while he ſpoke of it. They 


were forced to clamber over ſo many rocks, and to 


tread upon the brink of ſo many precipices, that they 
were very often in danger of their lives. Saauney de- 
clared, that for his own part he walked in fear of his 
neck every ſtep he took. Upon their coming within a 
few furlongs of the temple, they paſſed through a very 
thick grove, conſecrated to a deity who was known 'y 
N 2 8 3 1 


— lt _—_— 
T * 
SID 1 


4 


N 2). THE FREE-HOLDER 125 


ted the name of Treaſon. They here diſperſed themſelves 
into abundance of labyrinths and covered walks which 
ap- led to the temple. The path was ſo very ſlippery, the 
1 ſhade ſo exceeding gloomy, and the whole w ooOd ſo full 
ok of echoes, that they were forced to march with the 
* greateſt warineſs, circumſpection and ſilence, They at 
; length arrived at a great gate, which was the principal 
avenue to that magnificent fabrick. Saauney ſtood ſome 


ry time at the entrance to obſerve the ſplendor of the 
ks, building, and was not a little entertained with a prodi- 
his gious number of ſtatutes, which were planted up and 
ch. down in a ſpacious court that lay before it: but upon 
ea examining it more nicely, he found .the whole fabrick, 
fe. which made ſuch a. glittering appearance, and ſeemed 
im impregnable, was compoſed of ice, and that the ſeve- 
ted ral ſtatues which ſeemed at a diſtance to be made of the 
ts, whiteſt marble, were nothing elſe but ſo many figures 

in ſnow. The front of the. temple was very curiouſſy 
roe adorned with ſtars and garters, ducal coronets, gene- 
hat rals ſtaffs, and many other emblems of honour wrought. 
0p in the moſt beautiful froſt- work. After having ſtood. 
ng at gaze ſome time before this great gate, he diſcovered: 
of on it an inſcription, ſignifying it to be the Gate 9 


Perjury. There was erected near it a great coloſſus 
in ſnow that had two faces, and was dreſſed like a 
Jeſuit, with one of its hands upon a book, and the 
other graſping a dagger. Upon entering into the court, 
he took a particular ſurvey of ſeveral of the figures. 
There was Sedition with a trumpet in. her hand, and 
Rapine in the garb of a Highlander : Ambition, Envy, 
Diſgrace, Poverty and Dilappointment,. were all of 
them repreſented under their proper emblems. Among 
other ſtatues, he obſerved that of Rumour whiſpering 
an Idiot in the ear, who was the repreſentative of Cre- 
dulity ; and Faction embracing with her hundred arms 
an old-faſhioned figure in a ſteeple-crown'd hat, that 
was deſigned to expreſs a cunning old gipſy, called 
Paſlive-obedience.,. . Zeal too had a place among the 
reſt, with a bandage over her eyes, though one would 
not have expected to have ſeen her repreſented in 
ſnow. But the moſt remarkable object in this 


court- 


L 3 yard, 
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yard, was a huge tree that grew up before the porc\ 


of the temple, and was of the fame kind with that, 
which Vi-grl tells us flouriſhed at the entrance of the 
infernal regions. For it bore nothing but dreams, 
which hung in chuſters under every leaf of it. The 

ravellers refreſhed themfelves in the ſhade of this tree 

dre they enteted the Temple of Rebellion, and after 
their Frights and fatigues, received great comfort in 
the fruit Which fell from it. At length the gates of the 
temple few open, and the crond ruſhed into it. In 


the centre of it was a grim Idol, with a ſword in the 


richt Hand, and 4 firebrand in the left. The fore: 
part of the pedeſtal was turiouſly embofſed with a tri 
emph, while the back-part, that lay more out of fight, 
was filled with gibbets and axes. This dreadful Idol 
s worſhipped, like ſeveral of old, with human fert. 
ftces, ar His votaries wert coſting among thein- 
Kr, how, to gratify him with Beatem; when on 
4 ſudden they were ſutprized with the alarm of a great 
light which 1 peared in 1 — Sonthern part of the het- 
vens, and ade it = gréſs directiy towards them, 
This light app Nen mir e flame, br rather 


glory, like 88 0 of un un itt its ſtrengt th. There 


were three flgures in the midſt of it, ho Þ were known 
oy their Nera hieroglyphicks, to be Religion, Loy- 

y, and Valour. The lift had a graceful air, a bloom- 
ing countenante, and a ſtat upon its breaſt; which ſhot 
forth ſeveral pointed beams of a peculiar kiſtte, The 
glory which Entompaſſed them, covered the place, and 
darted its rays wht fo mach ſtrengtk, that — Whole 
fabrick and all its ornainents began ts melt. The ſe- 


veral emblenis of hononr, which were wrowght on the 
front in the brittle materials above-mentioned, trickled 


away under the firſt impreſſions of the heat. In ſhort, 


the thaw was fo violent, that the temple and [ſtatues 


ran off in a ſudden torrent, and the whole winter-pitce 
was diſlblved. The covered walks were laid open by 
the light which {hone through every part of thein, and 
the dream-tree withered. like the famous gourd, that 
was ſmitten by the noon-day Rin. As for the votaries, 
they left the place with the greateſt precipitation, i 


12 E828 % 


* 


Sang gn ggg sg DAT MA 


$028, THE FREE-AGLOER 127 


verſed themſelves by flight ints a theaſand different 
aths among the mountains. 1 
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Pracbebant ; ali puiſgur malofuit uſus in ills. Ov. Mkr. 


TY IR Francis Bacon, in the dedication before his 
biſtery of Henty the ſeventh, obſerves, that peace- 
able times are the beſt to hve in, though nor ſo 
proper to furniſh materials for 4 writer: As hilly coun= 
tries afford the moſt entertaining proſpects, though a 
man would chooſe to travail through a plain dne. To 
this we may add, that the times which are full of diſs 
orders and tumults, are likewHe the fulleſt of inftraction; 
Hiſtory indeed furniſhes us with very diſtinct accounts 
of factions; conſpiracies, civil wars and rebellions, 
with the Fatal conſequences that attend them : but they 
do not fake ſuch deep and laſting impreſſions on our 
minds, 4s events of the ſame nature; to which we 
have ourſelves Been witneſſes, and in which we or 
out friends and acquaintance have been ſufferers. Ag 
adverſity makes a man wiſe in his private affairs, civil 
calaimities give him prudence and circumſpection in his 
publick conduct. > 12.44 

The miſeries of the civil war under the reign of 
ung Charles the firſt, and the conſequences which 
enſued upon them, did, for many years, deter the in- 
habitahts of our illand from the thoughts of engaging 
tew in ſuch deſperate undertakings; and convinced 
them by fatal experience, _=_ nothing cbuld be fo 
Pertieieus ts the £2217/h, and ſo oppohte to the genius 
of the pebple, us — ſubverſion of monarchy. In the 
le manner, we may Hope that the great expences 
bibight upon the lation by the preſent rebellion; the 
58 ſufferings 
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ſufferings of innocent people, who have lived in that that 
place which was the ſcene of it; with that dreadful Lok 


roſpect of ruin and confuſion which mult have fol. ich 
a its ſucceſs ; will ſecure us from the like attempts boys 
for the ſuture, and fix his majeſty upon the throne of 2 
Great Britain; eſpecially when thoſe who are prompt. pri 
ed to ſuch wicked practices refle& upon the puniſh- Th 
ments to which the criminals have expoſed themſelves, = 
and the miſeries in which they have involved their re- 2 
lations, friends, and families. dod 
It will be likewiſe worth their while to conſider, how the 
ſuch tumults and riots, as have been encouraged by tre: 
many, who, we may hope, did not propoſe to them- um 
ſelves ſuch fatal conſequences, lead to a civil war: and {elf 
how naturally that ſeditious kind of converſation, which 11 
many ſeem to think conſiſtent with their reſigion and 3 


morality, ends in an open rebellion. I queſtion not 
but the more virtuous and conſiderate part of our male- 
contents are now ſtung with a very juſt remorſe for 
this their manner of proceeding, which has ſo viſibly 
tended to the deſtruction of their friends, and the ſuf- 
ferings of their country. This may, at the ſame time, 
prove an inſtructive leſſon to the boldeſt and braveſt a- 
mong the diſaffected, not to build any hopes upon the 
talkative. zealots of their party; who have ſhewn by 
their whole behaviour, that their hearts are equally 
filled with treaſon and cowardiſe. An army of trum- 
peters would give as great a ſtrength to a cauſe, as this 
confederacy of tongue-warriors; who, like thoſe mi- 
Uttary . eontent themſelves with animating 
their friends to battle, and run out of the engagement 
vpon the firſt onſet. UD 
But one of the moſt uſeful maxims we can learn from 
the preſent rebellion, is, that nothing can be more 
contemptible and inſigniſicant, than the ſcum of a peo- 
ple, when they are inſtigated againſt a king, who is 
ſupported by the two branches of the legiſlature. A 
mob may pull down a meeting-houſe, but will never 


be able to over turn a government, which has a coura- 4 
geous and wiſe prince at the head of it, and one who n 


is 'zealouſly aſſiſted by the great council of the nation, { 


vo 2s. THE FREE-HOLDER. 129 


that beſt know the value of him. The authority of the 
lords and commons of Great Britain, in conjunction 
with that of their ſovereign, 1s not to be controuled by 
2 tumultuary rabble. It is big with fleets and armies, 
can fortify itſelf with what laws it ſhall judge proper 
for its own defence, can command the wealth of the 
kingdom for the ſecurity of the people, and engage the 
whole Proteſtant intereſt of Europe in ſo good and juſt 
2 cauſe. A diſorderly multitude contending: with the 
body of the legiſlature, is like a man in a fit under 
the conduct of one in the fulneſs of his health and 
ſtrength, Such a one is ſure to. be over-ruled in a little 


| time, though he deals about his blows, and exerts him- 


ſelf in the moſt furious convulſions. while the diſtemper 
is upon him. 5 5 


We may farther learn from the courſe of the preſent 


rebellion, who among the foreign ſtates in our neigh- 


bourhood are the true and natural friends of Great 
Britain, if we obſerve which of them give us their aſ- 
ſiſtance in reducing our country to a ſtate of peace and 
tranquillity, and which of them uſed their endeavours 
to heighten our confuſions, and plunge us into all the 
evils of a civil war. I ſhall only take notice under 
this head, that in former ages it was the conſtant po- 
licy of France to raiſe and cheriſh inteſtine feuds and 
diſcords in the iſle of Great Britain, that we might ei- 


ther fall a prey into their hands, or that they might 


proſecute their deſigns upon the continent with leſs 
interruption. Innumerable inſtances of this nature 
occur in hiſtory. The moſt remarkable one was that 
in the reign of king Charles the firſt. Though that 
prince was married to a daughter of France, and was 
perſonally beloved and eſteemed in the French court, 
it is well known that they abetted both parties in the 
civil war, and always furniſhed ſupplies to the weaker 
= leſt there ſhould be an end put to thoſe fatal divi- 
ns. | 
We might alſo obſerve, that this rebellion has been 
2 means of diſcovering to his majeſty, how much he 
may depend upon the profeſſions and principles of the 


ſeveral. parties among his own ſubjects ; who are thoſe 


perſons 
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perſons that have eſpouſed his mtereſts with zeal or in- 
difference; and who among them are influenced to their 
allegiance by plates, duty, or affection. But as theſe, 
and ſeveral other conſiderations, are obvious to the 
thoughts of every reader, I ſhall conelude, with obſer. 
ving how naturally many of thoſe, who diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by the name of the Z7gh-Chrrch, unite them. 
ſelves to the eauſe of Popery ; fince it is manifeſt that 
all the Proteſtants coricerned in the rebellion, were 
ſuch as gloried in this diſtihction. 

It would be very unjuſt; to charge all who have 
ringed themfelves under this new denomination, as if 
they had done it with a detign to favour the intereſts 
of Popery. But it is certain, that many of them, whv, 
at their firſt ſetting out, were moſt averſe to the doc- 
trines of the church of Rope, have, by the cunning of 
our adverſaries; been infpifed with fach an unreafon- 
able averſion to their Proteſtant brethren, and taught 
- t6 think fo favonrably of the Roman-Catholick prin- 

_Eiples; (not to mention the endeavours that have been 
to reconcile the doctrines of the two churches, 
= which are in themſelves as oppoſite as light and dark- 
neſs) that they have been drawn over inſenſibly into 


its intereſts, It is no wonder, therefore, that ſo many 


ef theſe deluded zealots have been engaged in a cauſe 
which they at firſt abhorred, and have wiſhed or acted 
for the ſaeceſs of an enterprize, that might have ended 
in the extirpation of the Proteſtant religion in this 
kingdom, and in all Ezr#2pe. In ſhort, they are like 


the Syrinns, who were firſt ſmitten with blindneſs, and 


unknowingly led out of their way into the capital of 
their enemy's country ; inſomuch that the text tells us, 
When they opened their eyes, they found themfelves in 
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— My 


fr te minorem quòd geris, imperas. 
Hinc omne priucipium, huc refer exitums 
Di mulia neglecti dederunt . 
We Heſperiae mala ludtuoſae. Mang. 


"A HIS being a day in which the thoughts of our 

] countrymen are, or ought to be employed on 
ſerious ſubjects, I ſhall take the opportunity of 
that diſpoſition of mind in my readers, to recommend 
to them the practice of thoſe religious and moral vir- 


mies, withaut which all policy is vain, and the beſt cauſe 


deprived of its greateſt ornament and ſupport. | 
Common ſenſe as well as the experience of all ages, 


not encourage and propagate religion and morality a- 
mong all 2 members. It was an abſexva- 
tion of the ancient Romans, that their empire had not 
more increaſed by the ſtrength of their arms, than by 
the fanRity of their manners: And Cicero, who ſeems 
to have been better verſed than any of them, both in 
the theory and the practice of politicks, makes it a 
doubt whether it were poſſible for a community to exiſt 
that had not a prevailing mixture of piety in its con- 
ſtiution. Juſtice, temperance, humility, and almoſt 
every other moral virtue, do not only derive the bleſ- 
lings-of-providence upon thoſe who exerciſe them, but 
are the natural means for acquiring the publick profpe- 


tity. Beſides; religious motives and inſtincts are ſo 


buſy in the heart of every reaſonable creature, that a 

man who would hope to goyern a ſociety without any 

regard to theſe principles, is as much to be contemned 

lor his folly, as to be detoſted for his impiety. 

Io this we may add, that the world is never ſunk 

into ſuch a ſtate of degeneracy, but they pay a natural 
| vene- 


teaches ys, that no government can flouriſh which. do 
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veneration to men of virtue; and rejoice to ſee then. 
ſelves conducted by thoſe, who act under the awe of: 
ſupreme Being, and who think themſelves accountable 
for their proceedings to the great Judge and Superin- 
tendent of human affairs. | | 
Thoſe of our fellow-ſubjefts, who are ſenſible of the 
happineſs they enjoy in his majelty's acceſſion to the 
throne, are obliged, by all the duties of gratitude, to 
adore that providence which has ſo fignally interpoſed 
in our behalf, by clearing a way to the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion through ſuch difficulties as ſeemed inſuperable; 
by detecting the conſpiracies which have been formed 
againſt it; and, by many wonderful events, weakening 
the hands, and baffling the attempts of all his maje- 
ſty's enemies, both foreign and domeſtick, | 
The party, who diſtinguiſh themſelves by their zeal 
for the preſent eſtabliſhment, ſnould be careful, in a 
particular manner, to diſcover in their whole conduct 
ſuch a reverence for religion, as may ſhew how ground- 
leſs that reproach is which is caſt upon them by their 
enemies, of being averſe to our national worſhip. While 
others engroſs to themſeves the name of The Church, 
and, in a manner, excommunicate the beſt part of 
their fellow - ſubjects; let us ſhew ourſelves the ge- 
nuine ſons of it, by practiſing the doctrines which it 
teaches. The advantage will be viſibly on our ſide, 
if we ſtick to its eſſentials; while they triumph in that 
empty denomination which they beſtow upon them- 
ſelves. Too many of them are already dipt in the guilt 
of perjury and ſedition; and as we remain unble- 
miſſied in theſe particulars, let us endeavour to excel 
them in all the other parts of religion, and we ſhall 
quickly find, that a regular morality is, in its own na- 
ture, more popular, as well as more meritorious, than 
an intemperate zeal, Ds 

We have likewiſe in the preſent times of confuſion 
and diſorder, an opportunity of ſhewing our abhor- 
rence of ſeveral principles which have been aſcribed 
to us by the malice of our enemies. A diſaffection to 
kings and kingly government, with a proneneſs to re- 
bellion, have been often very unjuſtly charged on that 
2 | party 
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which goes by the name of Jigs, Our ſteady 

Ms and continued adherence to his majeſty and the preſent 

f 2 happy ſettlement, will the moſt effectually confute this 
c 


ble mny. Our adverſaries, who know very well bow 
_ odious commonwealth-principles are to the Engli/h 
nation, have inverted the very ſenſe of words and 
the things, rather than not continue to brand us with this 
the imaginary guilt : for with ſome of theſe men, at preſent, 
to Þyalty to our king is republicaniſm, and rebellion 
e d paſſive-obed ience. 
25 It has been an old objection to the principles of the 
e; Vhigs, that ſeveral of their leaders, who have been 
ed zealous for redreſſing the grievances of government, 
"5 have not behaved themſelves better than the Tories in 
e- domeſtick ſcenes of life: but at the ſame time have 
been publick patriots and private oppreſſors. This 
eal objection, were it true, has no weight in it, ſince the 0 
| A miſbehaviour of particular perſons does not at all affect 1 
i their cauſe, and ſince a man may act laudably in ſome ls 
d. reſpects who does not ſo in others. However, it were 3 
ett to be wiſhed, that men would not give occalion even to l 
ile ſuch invectives; but at the ſame time they conſult the 
h, happineſs of the whole, that they would promote it to 
of their utmoſt in all their private dealings among thoſe , 
e. who lie more immediately within their influence. In g 
it the mean while T1 muſt obſerve, that this reproach, 
le which may be often met with both in print and con- 
at verſation, tends in reality to the honour of the Mhigs, 
Ne as it ſuppoſes that a greater regard to juſtice and hu- 
il manity is to be expected from them than from thoſe 
8 of the oppoſite party: and it is certain we cannot better 
cel recommend our principles, than by ſuch actions as are 
all their natural and penuine fruits, 5 4 
a Were we thus careſul to guard ourſelves in a parti- 
an cular manner againſt theſe groundleſs imputations of 
our enemies, and to riſe above them as much in our 
on morality as in our politicks, our cauſe would be ale 
r- ways as flouriſhing as it is juſt. It is certain, that 
ed our notions have a more natural tendency to ſuch a 
to 


practice, as we eſpouſe the Proteſtant intereſt in oppo- 
poſition to that of Popery, which is ſo far from ad- 
* "WE vancing 
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vancing morality by its doctrines, that it has weakened 
or entirely ſubverted, many of the duties even of th 
tural religion. | | | | 
I ſhall conclude, with recommending one virtue more 
to the friends of the preſent eſtabliſhment, wherein the 
Whigs have been remarkably deficient ; which is a ge- 
neral unanimity and concurrence in the purſuit of ſuch 
meaſures as are neceſſary for the well-being of their 
country. As it is a laudable freedom of thought 
which unſhakles their minds from the poor and narroy 
prejudices of education, and opens their eyes to a more 
extenſive view of the publick good ; the fame freedom 
of thought diſpoſes ſeveral of them to the embracing of 
particular ſchemes and maxims, and to a certain ſin- 
gularity of opinion which proves highly prejudicial to 
their cauſe ; eſpecially when they are encouraged in 
them by a vain breath of popularity, or by the artif- 
cial praiſes which are beſtowed on them by the oppoſite 
party. This temper of mind, though the effect of a 
noble principle, very often betrays their friends, and 
brings into power the moſt pernicious and implacable 
of their enemies. In caſes of this nature, it is the 
duty of an honeſt and prudent man, to facrifice a doubt- 
ful opinion to the concurring judgment of thoſe whom 
he believes to be well-intentioned to their country, 


and who have better opportunities of looking into all 


its moſt complicated intereſts. An honeſt party of men 
acting with unanimity, are of infinitely greater conſe- 
nence than the ſame party aiming at the ſame end by 


ifferent views: as a large diamond is of a thouſand 


times greater value while it remains entire, than when 
It is cut into a multitude of ſmaller ſtones, notwith- 

ſtanding they may each of them, be very curiouſly ſet, 
and are all of the ſame water. 8 : 
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ht I verbis virtutem illude ſuperbis, VIRG. 
w : ths $ I was ſome years ago engaged in converſation 
of With a faſhionable French Abb; upon a ſubject 
n- 11 which the people of that kingdom love to ſtart 
to in diſcourſe, the comparative greatneſs of the two na- 


3 tions; he alked me, How many - ſouls I thought there 
* | might be in London? I replied, being willing to do 


to ny country all the honour I fairly could, that there 
2 vere ſeveral who computed them at near a million: 


ub but not finding that ſurprize I expected in his coun- 
tenance, - I returned the queſtion upon him, How many 
be thought there might be in Paris? To which he an- 
ſwered, with a certain grimace of coldneſs and indiffe- 
rence; About ten or twelve millions. 
It would, indeed, be incredible to a man who has 
never been in France, ſhould one relate the extravagant 
notion they entertain of themſelves, and the mean opi- 
nion they have of their neighbours. There are cer- 
tanly (notwithſtanding the viſible decay of learning 
and taſte which has appeared among them of late years) 
many particular perſons in that country, who are emi- 
nent in the higheſt degree for their good ſenſe, as well 
43 for their knowledge in all the arts and ſciences. 
but I believe every one, who is acquainted with them, 
wil allow, that the people in general fall far ſhort of 
tioſe, who border upon them, in ſtrength and ſolidity 
of underſtanding. One would therefore no more won- 
der to ſee the moſt ſhallow nation of Europe the moſt 
van, than to find the moſt empty fellows in every di- 
nation more conceited and cenſorious than the 

ay, rt of their countrymen. Prejudice and ſelf-ſufficiency 
naturally proceed from inexperience of the world, and 
| M 2 igno- 
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Ignorance of mankind, As it requires but very ſmal 
abilities to diſcover he imperfections of another, ve 
find that none are more apt to turn their neighboyr, 
into ridicule, than thoſe who are the moſt ridiculous 
in their own private conduct. 

Thoſe among the French, who have ſeen nothing 
dut their own country, can ſcarce bring themſelves to 
believe, that a nation, which lies never ſo little North 
of them, is not full of Goth and Vandals. Nay thoſe 
among them who travel into foreign parts are fo pre- 
judiced in favour of their own imaginary politeneſs, 
that they are apt to look upon every thing as barbaroyz 
in proportion as it deviates from- what they find at 
home. No leſs a man than an ambaſſador of Fra, 
being in converfation with our king of glorious me- 
mory, and willing to encourage his majeſty, told him, 
that he talked like a Frenchman. The king ſmiled at 
the encomium which was given him, and only replied, 
Sir, I am ſure you de. An eminent writer of the [aft 


age was ſo offended at this kind of infolence, which 


ſhewed itſelf very plentifully in one of their travellers 
who gave an account of England, that he vindicated the 
honour of his country in a book full of juſt ſatire and 
ingenuity. I need not acquaint my reader, that I mean 
biſhop Sprat's anſwer to Sorbiere. 
Since I am upon this head, I cannot forbear mention- 
ing ſome profound remarks that I have been lately 
ſhewn in a French book, the author of which lived, it 
ſeems, ſome time in England. The Engliſh, ſays this 
curions traveller, very much delight in Pudding, This 
is the favourite diſh not only of the clergy, but of the 
people in general, Provided there be a Pudding upon 
the table, no matter what are the other diſhes ; they are 
fure to make a feaſt. They think themſelves fo baby 
wwhen they have a Pudding before them, that if any one 
d tell a friend he is arrived in a lucky j uncture, 
the ordinary ſalutation is, Sir, I am glad to ſee gui, 
you are come in Pudding-time, g- 
One cannot have the heart to be angry at this judi- 
cious obſerver, notwithſtanding he has treated us like 
a race of Hottentots, becauſe he only taxes us with our 
; | | in- 
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mordinante love of pudding, which, it muſt be con- 


ſeſſed, is not ſo elegant a diſh as frog and ſallat. Every 
one who has been at Paris, knows that Un gros Milord 
Anglais is a frequent jeſt upon the French ſtage; as if 
corpulence was a proper ſubject for ſatire, or a man 
of honour could help his being fat, who eats ſuitable to 
it would be endleſs to recount the invectives which 
are to be met with among the French hiſtorians, and 
even in Mezeray himſelf againſt the manners of our 
countrymen. Their authors in other kinds of writing 
are likewiſe very liberal in characters of the fame na- 
ture, I cannot forbear mentioning the learned Mon- 
fieur Patin in particular; who tells us in ſo many words, 
That the Engliſh are a people, whom he naturally abhors : 


And in another 5 That he loolt upon the Engliſh 


among the ſeveral nations of men, as he does upon wolves 
among- the ſeveral es of beaſts. A Britiſh writer 
would be very juſtly charged with want of politeneſs, 
who, in return to this civility, ſhould look upon the 
French as that part of mankind which anſwers to a ſpe- 
cies in the brute creation, whom we call in Exgliſh by 
the name of monkies. 

If the French load us with theſe indighities, we may 
obſerve, for our comfort, that they give the reſt of their 
borderers no better quarter. If we are a dull, heavy, 
Week people, we are it ſeems no worſe than our 
neighbours. As an inſtance, I ſhall ſet down at large 


a remarkable paſſage in a famous book intituled Chevrge- 


ana, Written many years apo by the celebrated Mon- 
leur Chevreau ; after having advertiſed my reader that 
the dutcheſs of Hanover, and the princeſs Elizabeth of 
Bohemia, who are mentioned in it, were the late ex- 
cellent princeſs Sophia and her ſiſter. 

.Tilenus pour un Allemand, parle et ecrit bien Fran- 
cois, dit Scaliger: Gretzer a bien de l'eſprit pour un 
Allemand, dit le Cardinal du Perron; Et le P. Bouhours 
met en queſtion, Si un Allemand peut etre bel eſprit? 
On ne Li juger ni bien ni mal d une nation par un par- 
ticulier, ni d'un particulier par ſa nation. Il y a des 
Allemands, comme des Frangois, qui ont point d' efprit ; 
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des Allemande, qui ay plus d Hebreu, plus de Cree, 
ue Scaliger et le Cardinal du Perron: Fhonore fort |, 
>. Bouhours, qui a du merite; mais Poſe dire, que la 
France ' point de plus bel Eſprit que madame la du- 
cheſſe de Hanovre d' aujourdhui, 1 de perſonne plus j,. 
lidament ſavante en philofophic 2 P etoir madame la 
princeſſe Elizabeth de Boheme, {a Sdeur: EI je ne cru 
pas que Pon refuſe le m#me titre à beaucoup d acade- 
miciens d Allemagne dont les ouvreages meriteroient bien 
d'#tre traduits. Il y a d'autres princeſſes en Allemagre, 
qui ont infiniment de Pefprit. Les Frangois diſent cl 
un Allemand, pour exprimer un homme peſant, brutal: 
Et les Allemands comme let Italient, eſt un Francois, 
pour dire un fou ot un etourdi. C'eſt aller trop lis: 
comme le prince de Sale dit de Ruyter, Il eſt honnete 
homme, c'eſt bien dommage qui'l ſoit Chrétien. (Ce. 
vracana, Tom. I. LE 
« Tilenus, ſays Scaliger, ſpeaks and writes well ſor a 
© German. Gretzer has a great deal of wit for a German, 
ſays cardinal Perron. And father Bouhours makes it 
a queſtioh, Whether a German can be a wit? One 
ought not to judge well or ill of a nation from a par- 
ticular perſon, nor of a particular perſon from his 
nation, There are Germans, as there are French, 
who have no wit; and Germans who are better ſkil- 
led th Greek and Hebrew than either Scaliger or the 
cardinal du Perron. I have a great honour for father 
Bouhours, who. is a man of merit; but will be bold 
to ſay, that there is not in all France, a perſon of 
more wit than the preſent dutcheſs of Hanoter; nor 
more thoroughly knowing in philoſophy, than was 
the late princeſs E/;zabeth of Bohemia her ſiſter; and 
I believe none can refuſe the ſame title to many aca- 
demicians in Germany, whoſe works very well deſerve 
to be tranſlated into our tongue. There are other 
princeſſes in Cer many, who have alſo an infinite deal 
of wit. The French ſay of a man, that he is a Ger- 
nan, when they would fignify that he is dull and 
heavy: and the Cermans, as well as the Italiam, 
© when they would call a man, a hair-brain'd coxcomb, 
« ſay he is a French man. This is going too far, ns 
| is 
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is like the governor of Sally's ſaying of De Ruyter 
+ the Dutch admiral, He's an honeſt man, 'tis great pity 
1 Che is a Chriſtian.” ; 
_ Having already run my paper out to its uſual length, 
1 have not room for many reflections on that which is 
fe the ſubje& of it. The laſt cited author has been before- 
hand with me in its proper moral. I ſhall only add to 
15 it, that there has been an unaccountable diſpoſition a- 
modg the Engliſh of late years, to fetch the faſhion 


4s from the French, not only in their dreſs and behaviour, 
oft but even in their judgment and opinions of mankind. 
175 It will however be reaſonable for us, if we concur with 
15 them in their contempt of other neighbouring nations, 
Mg that we ſhould likewiie regard ourſelves under the ſame 


view in which they are wont to place us. The repre- 
ſentations they make of us, are as of a nation the leaſt 


N favoured by them; and, as theſe are agreeable to the 
* natural averſion they have for us, are more difadvan- 
tageous than the pictures they have drawn of any other 


people in Europe. 


ne | | | 
is | 
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Jos N pep | 
Id Ones homines, P. C. qui de rebus dubiis conſultant, ab | 
of _ odio, amicitia, ira, atque miſericordia vacues eſſe decet. . 
or | CAESAR Ap. SALLUST, 
as 


nd TFHAVE purpoſely avoided, during the whole courſe 
of this paper, to ſpeak any thing concerning the 


ve treatment which is due to ſuch perſons as have 
er been concerned in the late rebellion, becauſe I would 
al not ſeem to irritate juſtice againſt thoſe who are under 
r- the proſecution of the law, nor incenſe any of my rea- 
nd ders againſt unhappy though guilty men. But when we 
15 ſind the proceedings of our government in this particu- 
b lar traduced and miſrepreſented, it is the duty of every 
1 


good ſubject to {et them in their proper light. 
5H N | | I am 
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I am the more prompted to this undertaking by a 
pamphlet intituled, Anu argument to prove the affetizn; 
of the people of England 1 be the beff ſecurity of the gi. 
vernment ; humbly offered to the conſideration of the pu- 
trons of ſeverity, and applied to the preſent juncture if 
affairs. Had the whole ſcope of the author been an- 

werable to his title, he would have only undertaken 
to prove what every man in his wits is already conyin- 
ced of, But the drift of the pamphlet is to ſtir up our 
_ compaſſion towards the rebels, and our indignation 
againſt the government. The author, who knew that 
ſuch a deſign as this, could not be carried on witkout 
a great deal of artifice and ſophiſtry, has puzzled and 
perplexed his cauſe, by throwing his thoughts together 
in lch a ſtudied confuſion, that upon this account, if 
upon any, his pamphlet is, as the party have repreſen- 
ted it, unanſwerable. 0 
The famous Monſieur Bay/e compares the anſwering 
of an immethodical author to the hunting of a duck : 

when you have him full in your fight, and fancy your- 
ſelf within reach of him, he gives you the flip, and be- 
comes inviſible, - His argument is loſt in ſuch a vari- 
ety of matter, that you muſt catch it where you can, 
as it riſes and diſappears in the ſeveral parts of his diſ- 
courſe. 33 | 

The writer of this pamphlet could, doubtleſs, have 
ranged his thoughts in much better order, if he had 

leaſed : but he knew very well, that error is not to 
be advanced by perſpicuity. In order therefore to an- 
ſwer this pamphlet, T muſt reduce the ſubſtance of it 
under proper heads; and diſembroil the thoughts of 
the author, fince he did not think fit to do it himſelf. 

In the firſt place I ſhall obſerve, that the terms which 
the author makes uſe of are looſe, general, and unde- 
fined, as will be ſhewn in the ſequel of this paper; and 
what leſs becomes a fair reaſoner, he pnts wrong and 
invidious names on every thing to colour a falſe way 
of arguing, He allows that the rebels indiſputably me- 
rit to be ſeverely chaſtiſed ; that they deſerve it accord- 
ing to law ; and that if they are puniſhed they have none 
to thank but themſelves, (p. 7.) How can a man ow 

| uc 
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ſuch a conceſſion make uſe ſometimes of the word cru- 
ety, but generally of revenge, when he pleads againſt 
the exerciſe of what, according to his own notion, 
is at the moſt but rigid juſtice ! Or why are ſuch exe- 
cations, which, according to his own opinion, are le- 
gal, ſo often to be called violence and laughter ? Not 
to mention .the appellations given to thoſe who do not 
agree with him in his opinion for clemency, as the 
blood-thir/ty, the political butchers, ſtate chirurgeons, and 
the like, | 
But I ſhall now ſpeak of that point, which is the 
great and reigning fallacy of the pamphlet, and runs 


more or leſs through ever ptr Hh His whole ar- 
iderat 


gument turns upon this ſingle conſideration; whether 
the king ſhould exert mercy or juſtice towards thoſe 
who have openly appeared in the preſent rebellion ? 
By mercy he means a general pardon, by juſtice a ge- 
neral puniſhment : ſo that he ſuppoſes no other method 
practicable in this juncture, than either the forgiving all 
or the executing all. Thus he puts the queſtion, Whe- 


ther jt be the intereſt of the prince to deſtray the rebel. | 


by fire, ſword, or gibbet? (p. 4.) And ſpeaking of 
the zealots for the government, he tells us, they think no 
remedy ſo good, as to make clear work 5 and that they 
declare for the utter exfirpation of all who are its ene- 

mies in the moſt minute circumſtance +» as if amputation 
were the ſole remedy theſe political butchers could find 
out for the diſtempers of a flate ; or that they thought 
the enly way to make the top flouriſh, were fo lop off the 
under branches, (p. 5.) He then ſpeaks of the cof/ee- 
houſe politicians, and the caſuiſts in red-coats ; Who, he 
tells us, are for the utmoſt rigour that their laabs of war 
or laws of convenience can inſpire them with, (p. 5.) 


Again, it is repreſented, ſays he, that the rebels deſerve 


the higheſt puniſhment the laws can inſtict, (p. 7.) And 
afterwards tells us, The que/?ion is, Whether the govern- 
ment ſhall ſhew mercy, or take a reverend divine's ad- 
vice, to flay man and woman, infant and ſuckling ? (p. 8.) 
Thus again he tells us, The friends to ſevere counſels 
alledge, that the government ought not to be moved by 
compaſſion ; and that the /aav /hauld have its courſe, 4 4 
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And in another place puts theſe words in their mouths, 
He may till retain their affection, and yet let the 
laws have their courſe in puniſhing the guilty, (p. 18,) 
He goes upon the fame ſuppoſition in the following 
paſlages ; It is impradticable in fo general a corruption, 
to deſtroy all who are infefted ; and unleſs you deſtroy 
all, you do nothing to the purpoſe, (p. 10.) Shall our 
rightful king ſhew himſelf leſs the true father of his pec- 
ple, and ee his pardon io none of thoſe people, why 
(like king Lear to his daughters) had ſo great a confi- 
dence in his virtue as to give him all? (p. 25.) I ſhall 
only add, that the concluding paragraph, which is 
work'd up with ſo much artificial horror, goes upon a 
ſuppoſition anſwerable to the whole tenor of the pam- 
phlet ; and implies, that /e impeached lords were to be 
executed without exception or diſcrimination, 

Thus we ſee what is the author's idea of that juſ- 


tice againſt which all his arguments are levelled. If, in 


the next place, we conſider the nature of that clemency 
which he recommends, we find it to be no leſs univer- 
fal and unreſtrained. | : 

He declares for a general ad of indemnity, (p. 20.) 
and tells us, 1? is the ſenſe of every diſpa ſionate man if 
the kingdom, that the rebels may and vught to be pardou- 
ed, (p. 19.) One popular act, ſays he, would even yet 


retrieve all, (p. 21.) He declares himſelf not over-/7»d 


of the doctrines of mating examples of traitors, (ibid.) 
And that the way to prevent things from being brought 
to an extremity, is to deal mildly with theſe unfortunate 
gentleman engaged in the*rebellion,  _ 
The reader may now fee in how fallacious a manner 
this writer has ſtated the controverſy : he ſuppoſes 
there are but two methods of treating the rebels : that 
is, by cutting off every one of them to a man, or par- 
doning every one of them without diſtinction. Now 


if there be a third method between theſe two extremes, 


which is on all accounts more eligible than either of 
them, it is certain that the whole courſe of his argu- 
mentation comes to nothing. Every man of the plain- 
eſt underſtanding will eaſily conclude, that in the caſe 
before us, as in moſt others, we ought to avoid both 

extreams : 
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extreams: That to deſtroy every rebel would be an 


exceſſive ſeverity, and to forgive every one of them 


an unreaſonable weakneſs. The proper method of pro- 
ceeding, is that which the author has purpoſely o- 
mitted ; namely to temper juſtice with mercy ; and, 
according to the different circumſtances that. aggra- 


vate or alleviate the guilt of the offenders, to reſtrain 


the force of the laws, or to let them take their proper 


courſe, Puniſhments are neceſſary to ſhew there is 


juſtice in a government, and pardons to ſhew there is 
mercy z and both together convince the people, that 
our conſtitution, under a good adminiſtration, does not 
only make a difference between the guilty and the in- 


nocent, but even among the guilty between ſuch as are 


more or leſs criminal, Jak 2 | 
This middle method, which has been always prac- 


tied by wiſe and good governors, has hitherto been 
made uſe of by our ſovereign. If, indeed, a ſtranger, 


and one who. is altogether unacquainted with his ma- 
jelty's conduct, . ſhould read this pamphlet, he would 
conclude that every perſon engaged in the rebellion was 
to die by the ſword, the halter, or the axe ; nay, that 
their friends and abettors were involved in the ſame 
fate. Would it be poſlible for him to imagine, that of 


the ſeveral thouſands openly taken in arms, and liable 


to death by the laws of their country, not above forty 


have yet ſuffered ? How would he be ſurprized to hear, 
that, notwithſtanding his. majeſty's troops have been 


viorious in every engagment, more of his friends 
have loſt their lives in this rebellion, than of his trai- 


terous ſubjects; though we add to thoſe who have died 


by the hand of juſtice thoſe of them who fell in battle? 
And yet we fnd a more popular compaſſion endeavoured 
to be raiſed for the deaths of the guilty, who have 
brought ſuch calamities on their country, than for the 
innocent who periſhed in the defence of it. 


This middle method of proceeding, which has been 


purſued by his majeſty, and is wilfully overlooked by 
the author, beſt anſwers the ends of government ; which 


is to maintain the fafety of the publick by rewards and 
puniſhments. It is alſo incumbent on a governor, ac- 
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cording to the received dictates of religion; which 
inſtructs us, That he beareth not the ſword in vain; but 
ought to be a terror to evil-doers, and a praiſe to tien 
that do well. It is likewiſe in a particular manner the 
duty of a Briti/h king, who obliges himſelf by his co- 
ronation-oath to execute juſtice in mercy, that is, to 
mix them in his adminiſtration, and not to exerciſe 
Either of them to the total excluſion of the other, 

But if we conſider the arguments which this author 
gives for clemency, from the good effects it would pro- 
duce, we ſhall find, that they hold true only when ap- 
plied to ſuch a mercy as ſerves rather to mitigate than 

exclude juſtice. The excellence of that unlimited cle- 
mency which the author contends for, is recommended 
by the following arguments. 

Firſt, That it endears a prince to his people. This 
he deſcants on in ſeveral parts of his book. Clemency 
ewill endear his perſon to the nation ; and then they will 
neither have the power nor will to diſturb him, (p. 8.) 
Was there ever a cruel prince, that was not hated by hi 
fubjedts? (p. 42.) A merciful good-natur'd diſpoſition 
it of all others the moſt amiable quality , and in princei 
always attended with a popular love, (p. 18.) 

It is certain, that ſuch a popular love will always 
riſe towards a good prince, who exerciſes ſuch a mercy 
as J have before defcribed, which is conſiſtent with 
the ſafety of the conſtitution, and the good of his king- 
dom. But if it be thrown away at random, it loſes its 
virtue, leſſens the eſteem and authority of a prince, and 
cannot long recommend him, even to the weakeſt of 
his ſubjects, who will find all the effects of cruelty in 
ſuch an ill grounded compaſſion, It was a famous ſay- 
ing of William Rufus, and is quoted to his honour by 
hiſtorians : © Whoſoever ſpares perjured men, robbers, 
4 plunderers, and traitors, deprives all good men of 
„ their peace and quietneſs, and lays a —— of 
«innumerable miſchiefs to the virtuous and innocent.“ 

Another argument for unlimited clemency, is, That 
it ſhews a courageous temper : Clemency is likewiſe an 
argument of fearleſſneſs ; whereas cruelty not only be- 
trays a weak, abject, depraved ſpirit ; but alſo is 4 
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the moſt fart a certain fu of cowardiſe, p. 19. 
He bad a truly great foul, and ſuch will always diſdain 
the cowards virtue, which is fear ; and the confeguence 
of it which is revenge, (p. 27.) T on nee. or on 
demency, when it is governed by reaſon, is likewiſe 
very right ; but it may ſo happen, that the putting of 
laws in execution againft traitors to their country may 
be the argument of fearleſſneſs, when our governors 
we told that they dare not do it; and ſuch methods 
may be made uſe of to extort pardons, as would make 
it look like cowardiſe to grant them. In this laſt caſe 
the author ſhould have remembred his own words, hat 
then only mercy is meritorious when it is voluntary, 
mt extorted by the neceſſity of affairs, (p. 13.) Beſides, 
the author ſhould have conſidered that another argu- 
ment which he makes uſe of for his clemency, are the 
reſentments that may ariſe from the execution of a re- 
bel: An argument adapted to a cowardly, not a fearleſs 
temper.” This he infers from the diſpoſition of the friends 
well-wifhers, or aſſociates of the ſufferers, (p. 4.) Re- 
ſentments will inflame” ſome : in others compaſſion will 
by degrees, ariſe into reſentment, This will naturally 
leget a diſpoſition to ovegturn what they diſlike, and 
then there will want only a fair opportunity, (p. 11.) 
This argument, like moſt of the others, pleads equally 


for malefactors of all kinds, whom the government can 


never bring to juſtice, without diſobliging their friends, 
well-wiſhers, or aſſociates. But, I believe, if the au- 
thor would converſe with any friend, well-wiſher, or 
aſſociate of theſe ſufferers, he would find them rather 
deterred from their practices by their ſufferings, than 
diſpoſed to riſe in a new rebellion to revenge them, A 
government muſt be in a very weak and melancholy 
condition, that is not armed with a ſufficient power for 
its own defence againſt the reſentment of its enemies, 
and is afraid of being overturned if it does juſtice on 
thoſe who attempt it. But I am afraid the main rea- 
ſon why theſe friends, well-wiſhers and aſſociates, are 
againſt puniſhing any of the rebels, is that which muſt 
de an argument with every wiſe gover nor for doing 
jultice upon ſome of them; namely, that it is a likely 
8 N „ means 


ſelf not over-fond of it, The way to awaken mens 
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means to come at the bottom of this conſpiracy, and 
to detect thoſe who have been the private abettors of 
it, and who are {till at work in the ſame deſign, if we 
415 credit to the ſuggeſtions of our malecontents them- 
elves, who labour to make us believe that there is ſtill 
life in this wicked project. . 

I am wonderfully ſurprized to ſee another argument 
made uſe of for a general pardon, which might have 
been urged more properly for a general execution, 
The words are theſe; The generality will never be 
brought to believe, but that thoſe abb ſuffer only for 
treaſon have very hard meaſure, nor can you with all 
your ſeverity undeceive them of their error. If the ge- 
nerality of the Exgliſh have ſuch a favourable opini- 
on of treaſon, nothing can cure them of an error fo 
fatal to their country as the puniſhment of thoſe who 
are guilty of it. It is evident, that a general impunity 
would confirm them in ſuch an opinion : for the vul- 
gar will never be brought to believe, that there is a 
crime where they ſee no penalty. As it is certain no 
error can be more deſtructive to the very being of go- 
vernment than this, a proper remedy ought to applied 
to it: And I would aſk this author, Whether upon 
this occaſion, the doctrine of making examples of trai- 
tors be not very ſeaſonable; though he declares him- 


minds to the ſenſe of this guilt, is to let them ſee by 
the ſufferings of ſome who have incurred it, how hai- 
nous a crime it is in the eye of the law. 
The foregoing anſwer may be applied likewiſe to 
Mother argument of the ſame nature. , the faction 
be as numerous as is pretended ; if the ſpirit has ſpread 
itſelf over the whole kingdom ; if it has mixed with the 
anaſs of the people ; then certainly all bloody meaſures 
vill but avhet men the more for revenge. If juſtice in- 
flicted on a few of the molt flagrant criminals, with 
mercy extended to the multitude, may be called Hh 
meaſures, they ere without doubt abſolutely neceſſary, 
in cue the ſpirit of faction be thus ſpread among the 
mis of the people; who will readily conclude, that 
if open rebellion goes unpuniſhed, every __ of 
| | action 
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faction which leads to it muſt be altogether inno- 
cent. : : | 
am come now to another argument for pardonin 

all the rebels, which 1s, that it would inſpire them al 

with gratitude, and reduce them to their allegiance. 
ht is truly heroick to avercome the hearts of one's ene- 
niet; and when it is compaſſed, the undertaking is truly 
politick, (p. 8.) He has now a fair opportunity of con- 
quering more enemies by one act of clemency, than the 
moſt ſucceſsful general will be able to de in many cam- 
paigns ! (p. 9.) Are there not infinite numbers awho 
would become mſt dutiful upon any fair invitation, upon 
the leaſt appearance of grace? (p. 13.) Which of the 
rebels could be ungrateful enough to reſiſt ar rs goods 
neſs exemplified in practice, as well as extolled in the- 
]! (p. 29.) Has not his majeſty than ſhewn the leaſt 
appearance of grace in that generous forgiveneſs which 
he has already extended to ſuch great numbers of his 
rebellious ſubjects, who muſt have died by the laws of 
their country, had not his mercy interpoſed in their 
behalf ? But if the author means (as he doth, through 
this whole pamphlet by the like expreſſions) an univer- 
al forgiveneſs, no unprejudiced man can be of his opi- 
nion, that it would have had this good effect, We 
may ſee how little the converſion of rebels is to be de- 
pended on, when we obſerve that ſeveral of the lead- 
ers in this rebellion were men who had been pardoned 
for practices of the ſame nature: and that moſt of thoſe 
who have ſuffered, have avowed their perſeverance in 
their, rebellious principles, when they ſpoke their minds 


at the place of execution, notwithſtanding their profeſ- 


ions to the contrary while they ſollicited forgiveneſs. 
Beſides, were pardon extended indifferently to all, which 
of them would think himſelf under any particular obli- 
gation ? Whereas by that prudent diſcrimination which 
his majeſty has made between the offenders of different 
degrees, he naturally obliges thoſe whom he has conſi- 
dered with ſo much tenderneſs, and diſtinguiſhed as the 
moſt proper objects of mercy. In ſhort, thoſe who are 
pardoned would not have known the value of grace, if 
none had felt the effects of juſtice. | 
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I muſt not omit another reaſon which the author 


makes uſe of againſt puniſhments ; Becauſe, he ſays, 


thoſe very means, or the apprehenſions of them, fate 
brought things to the paſs in which they are, and con ſe. 

uently will reduce them from bad 1 worſe, (p. 10.) 
And afterwards, The growth of diſafetion is in a great 
meaſure ou to the groundleſs jealoufies men enter. 
tained of the preſent adminiſtration, as if they avere jy 
expe nothing but cruelty under it. If our author would 


dave ſpoken ont, and have applied theſe effects to the 


real cauſe, he could aſcribe this change of affections a. 
mong the people to nothing elſe but the change of the 
miniſtry : For we find that a great many perſons loſt 
their loyalty with their places; and that their friends 
have ever ſince made uſe of the molt baſe methods to 
infuſe thoſe groundleis diſcontents into the minds of 
the common people, which have brought ſo many of 
them to the brink of deſtruction, and proved ſo detri- 
mental to their fellow - ſubjects. However, this pro- 


ceeding has ſhewn how dangerous it would have been 


for his majeſty to have continued in their places of truſt 


a ſet of men, ſome of whom have ſince actually join- 
ed with the pretender to his crown: While others 


may be juſtly ſuſpected never to have been faithful to 
him in their hearts, or, at leaſt, whoſe principles are 
precarious, and viſibly conducted by their intereſt. In 
a word, if the removal of theſe perſons from their poſts 
has produced fuch popular commotions, the continu- 
ance of them might have produced ſomething much 
more fatal to their king and country, and have brought 
about that revolution, which has now been in vain at- 
tempted. The condition of a Britiſß king would be 
very poor indeed, ſhould a party of his ſubjects threat- 
en him with a rebellion upon his bringing maleſactors 
to juſtice, or upon his refuſing to employ thoſe whom 
he dares not truſt, | | 

I ſhall only mention another argument againſt the 
puniſhment of any of the rebels, whoſe executions he 


- repreſents as very ſhocking to the people becauſe they 


are their Countrymen, (p. 12.) And again, The qua- 
lity of the ſufferers, their alliances, their characters, _ 
| | | ug 
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being Engliſhmen, with a thouſand other circumſtances, 
will contribute to breed more ill blood than all the ſtate- 
chirurgeons can poſſibly let out, (p. 12.) The impeached 
lords ei in the laſt paragraph of the pamphlet, 
are recommended to our pity, becauſe they are our 
Countrymen. By this way of reaſoning, no man that 
is a gentleman, or born within the three ſeas, ſhould 
be ſubject to capital puniſhment. Beſides, who can be 
guilty of rebellion that are not our Countrymen ? As 
for the endearing name of ngliſhman, which he be- 
ſtows upon every one of the Criminale, he ſhould conſi- 
der, that a man deſervedly cuts himſelf off from the 
alfections as well as the privileges of that community, 
which he endeavours to ſubvert. 

Theſe are the ſeveral arguments which appear in dif- 


| ferent forms and expreſſions through this whole pam 


phlet, and under which every one that is urged in it 
may be reduced. There is indeed another ſet of them, 
derived from the example and authority of great per- 
ſons, which the author produces in favour of his own 
ſcheme. Theſe are William the Conqueror, Henry IV. 
of France, our late king William, king Solomon, and 
the Pretender. If a man were diſpoſed to draw ar- 
guments for ſeverity out of hiſtory, how many in- 
ſtances might one find of it among the greateſt princes 
of every nation? But as different princes may act very 
laudably by different methods in different conjunctures, 
| cannot think this a concluſive way of reaſoning, 
However, let us examine this ſet of arguments, and 
we ſhall find them no leſs defective than thoſe above- 
mentioned. 1 ä 
One of the greateſt of our Engliſn Monarchs, ſays our 
author, vas William the Conqueror; and he was the 
greater, becauſe he put to death only one perſon of qua- 
lity that ave read of, and him after repeated treacheries ; 
jet he was a foreigner, had power ſufficient, and did 
mt want provocations to have been more bloody, (p. 27.) 
This perſon of quality was the earl Waltheof, who be- 
ng overtaken with wine, engaged in a conſpiracy a- 
gainſt this monarch, but repenting of it the next morn- 
ing, repaired to the king who was then in Normandy, 
| N 3 and 
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and diſcovered the whule matter, notwithſtanding which 
he was beheaded upon the defeat of the conſpiracy, for 
having but thus far tampered in it. And as for the 
reit of the conſpirators, who roſe in an actual rebellion, 
the king uſed them with the utmoſt rigour, he cut of 
the hands of ſome, put out the eyes of others, ſome 
were hanged upon gibbets, and thoſe who fared the beſt 
were ſent into baniſhment. There are, indeed, the mol} 
dreadful examples of ſeverity in this reign : though it 
moſt be confeſſed, that, after the manner of thoſe times 
the nobility generally eſcaped with their lives, though 
multitudes of them were puniſhed with baniſhment, 
perpetual impriſonment, bes, and other great ſe. 
verities : While the poor people, who had been delu- 
ded by theſe their ringleaders, were executed with the 
aa rigour, A partiality which I believe no com- 
moner of Erg/and will ever think to be either juſt of 
reaſonable. PR 
The next inſtance is Henry IV. of France, who (ſayt 
our author) / hand/omely expreſſed his tenderneſs for 
his perple, when, at figning the treaty of Vervins, /e 
ſaid, that by one daſh of his pen he had overcome more 
enemies, than he could ever be able to do with his fword, 
Would not an ordinary reader think that this treaty of 
Vervins was a treaty between Henry IV. and a party of 
his ſubjects ? For otherwiſe how can it have a place in 
the preſent argument ? But inſtead of that it was a trea- 
ty between France and Spain ; fo that the ſpeech ex- 
_ preſſed an equal tenderneſs to the Spaniards and Frenc/; 
as multitudes of either nation muſt have fallen in that 
war, had it continued longer. As for this king's treat- 
ment of conſpirators, (though he is quoted thrice in 
the pamphlet as an example of clemency) you have an 
eminent inſtance of it in his behaviour to the Mareſchal 
de Biron, who had been his old faithful ſervant, and 
had contributed more than any one to his advancement 
to che throne, This Mareſchal upon ſome diſcontent, 
was entered into a conſpiracy againſt his maſter, and 
reſuſing to open the whole ſecret to the king, he vas 
ſent to the Baſtile, and there beheaded, notwithſtand- 
ing he ſought for mercy with great importunities, and 
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in the moſt moving manner. There are other inſtan- 
ces in this king's reign, who notwithſtanding was re- 
markable for his clemency, of rebels and conſpirators 
who were hanged, beheaded, or broken alive on the 
wheel. | | | 
The late king William was not diſturbed by any re- 
bellion from thoſe who had once ſubmitted to him. 


But we know he treated the perſons concerned in the 


aſſaſſination- plot as ſo horrid a conſpiracy deſerved. 
As for the ſaying which this author imputes to that 
monarch, it being a piece of ſecret hiſtory, one doth 
not know when it was ſpoken, or what it alluded to, 
unleſs the author had been more particular in the ac- 
count of it, 3 

The author proceeds in the next place to no leſs 
an authority, than that of Selomon: Among all the 
general obſervations of the wiſeſt princes we know of, 
[ think there is none holds more univerſally than mercy 
and truth preſerve a king, and his throne is eftabliſhed 
in mercy, (p. 18.) If we compare the different ſayings 
of this wiſe king, which relate to the conduct of prin- 
ces, we cannot queſtion but that he means by this mer- 
cy, that kind of it, which is conſiſtent with reaſon and 
government, and by which we hope to ſee his ma- 
jeſty's throne eſtabliſhed, But our author ſhould con- 
fider that the fame wiſe man has ſaid in another place, 
that © An evil man ſeeketh rebellion, therefore a cruel 
« meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſt him.” Accordingly 
his practice was agreeable to his proverb: no prince 
having ever given a greater teſtimony of his abhorrence 
to undertakings of this treaſonable nature. For he diĩſ- 
patched ſuch a cruel meſſenger as is here mentioned to 
thoſe who had been engaged in a rebellion many years 
before he himſelf was on the throne, and even to his 


elder brother, upon the bare ſuſpicion that he was pro- 


jecting ſo wicked an enterprize. . 

How the example of the pretender came into this ar- 
gument, I am at a loſs to find out. The pretender de- 
tlared a general pardon to all: And ſhall our rightful 
king ſhew himſelf leſs the true father of his people, and 
afford his pardon to none, &. (p. 25.) The * 


\ 
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der's general pardon was to a people who were not in 


his power; and had he ever reduced them under it, it 
was only promiſed to ſuch as immediately joined with 
him ſor the recovery of what he called his right. It 
was ſuch a general pardon as would have been conſiſt. 


ent with the execution of more than nine parts in ten 


of the kingdom. | 3 

There is but one more hiſtorical argument which is 
drawn from king Philips treatment of the Catalans, [ 
think it would nit be unſeaſonable for ſome men to re. 
collect what their own notions were of the treatment 
of the Catalans ; h»w many declamations were made an 
the bartarity uſed towards them by king Philip, G&, 
(p. 29.) If the author remembers, theſe declamations, 
as he calls them, were not made ſo much on the bar- 


| barity uſed towards them by king Philip, as on the bar- 


barity uſed towards them by the Engliſh government, 
King Plilip might have ſome colour for treating them 
as rebels, but we ought to have regarded them as al- 
lies; and were obliged by all the ties of honour, con- 
ſcience, and publick faith, to have ſheltered them from 
thoſe ſufferings, which were brought upon them by a 
firm and inviolable adherence to our intereſt. How- 
ever, none can draw into a parallel, the cruelties which 
have been inflicted on that unhappy people, with thoſe 
few- inſtances of ſeverity which our government has 
been obliged to exert towards the Britiſh rebels. I ſay 
no man would make ſuch a parallel, unleſs his mind be 


ſo blinded with paſſion and prejudice, as to aſſert, in 


the language of this pamphlet, That no inſtances can 
be produced of the leaſt lenity 5 under the preſent admini- 


firation from the firſt hour it commenced to this day, 


(p. 20.) with other aſtoniſhing reflections of the ſame 
nature, which. are contradicted by ſuch innumerable 
matters of fact, that it would be an affront to a read- 
er's underſtanding to endeavour to confute them. But 


to return to the Catalans; During the whole courſe of 


the war, ſays the author, avhich ever of them ſubmitted 
to diſcretion, were received to mercy, (p. 22.) This 
is ſo far from being truly related, that in the beginning 
of the war they were executed without mercy. "wm 
| when, 
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hen, in conjunction with their allies, they became 


ſuperior to king Philips party in ſtrengeh, and ex- 
tended their conqueſts up to the very gates of Madrid 


it cannot be ſuppoſed the Spari/> court would be fo 


infatuated as to perſiſt in their firſt ſeverities, againſt 
an enemy that could make ſuch terrible reprifals. 
However, when this reaſon of ſtate ceaſed, how dread- 
ful was the havock made among this brave but unhap- 
py people! The whole kingdom without any diſtinc- 


tion to the many thouſands of its innocent inhabitants, 


was ſtript of its immunities, and reduced to a ſtate of 
ſlavery. Barcelona was filled with executions ; and all 


the patriots of their ancient liberties either beheaded, 


ſtowed in dungeons, or condemned to work in the 

mines of America. W | 
God be thanked we have a king who puniſhes with 
teluctancy, and is averſe to ſuch cruelties as were uſed 
among the Catalans, as much as to thoſe practiſed on 
the perſons concerned in Monmouth's rebellion. Our 
author indeed condemns theſe Veſtern aſſizes in king 
James's reign, (p. 26.) And it would be well if all 
thoſe who {kill adhcre to the cauſe of that unfortunate 
king, and are clamorous at the proceedings of his pre- 
ſent majeſty, would remember, that notwithftanding 
that rebellion fell very much ſhort of this both in the 
number and ſtrength of the rebels, and had no ten- 
dency either to deſtroy the national religion, to in- 
troduce an arbitrary government, or to ſubject us to 
a foreign power; not only the chief of the rebels 
was beheaded, but even a lady, who had only har- 
boured one of the offenders in her houſe, was in her 
extreme old age put to the ſame kind of death: That 
about two hundred and thirty were hanged, drawn 
and quatered, and their limbs diſperſed through ſe -: 
yeral parts of the anc and ſet up as ſpectacles 
of terror to their fellow-ſubje&ts. It would be too 
tedious a work to run through the numberleſs fines, 
impriſonments, corporal puniſhments, and tranſporta- 
tions, which were then likewiſe practiſed as wholeſome 
ſeverities. „* + 
We 
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We have now ſeen how fallaciouſly the author has 
| flated the cauſe he has undertaken, by ſuppoſing that 
nothing but unlimited mercy, or unlimited puniſhment, 
are the methods that can be made uſe of in our preſent 
treatment of the rebels. That he has omitted the 
middle way of proceeding between theſe two extremes : 
That this middle way is the method in which his ma- 
jelty, like all other wiſe and good kings, has choſen to 
proceed : That it is agreeable to the nature of govern. 
ment, religion, and our Briti/h conſtitution : And 
that every argument which the author has produced 
from reaſon and example, would have been a true one, 
had it been uarged for that reſtrained clemency which 
his majeſty has exerciſed But is a falſe one, when ap- 
plied to ſuch a general, undiſtinguiſhing mercy as the 
author would recommend, 

Having thus anſwered that which is the main drift 
and defign of this pamphlet, I ſhall touch upon thoſe 
other parts of it, which are interwoven with the ar- 
guments, to put men out of humour with the pre- 
ſent government. - ; 

And here we may obſerve, that it is our author's 
method to ſuppoſe matters of fa& which are not in be- 
ing, and afterwards to deſcant upon them, As he is 
very ſenſible that the cauſe will not bear the teſt of 
reaſon, he has indeed every where choſen rather topicks 
for declamation than argument. Thus he entertains 
us with a laboured invective againſt a ſtanding army. 
But what has this to do in the preſent caſe? I ſuppoſe 
he would not adviſe his majeſty to diſband his forces 
while there is an army of rebels in his dominions. I 
cannot imagine he would think the affections of the 
people of England a ſecurity of the government in ſuch 
2. juncture, were it not at the ſame time defended with 


a a ſufficient body of troaps. No prince has ever given a A 
greater inſtance of his inclinations to rule without a 
ſtanding-army, if we conſider, that upon the very firſt We. 
neus of the defeat of the rebels, he declared to both rery 
houſes of parliament, that he had put an immediate in g 
ſtop to the levies which he had begun to raiſe at their . 
requeſt, and that he would not make uſe of the Pry | 
| whic 
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which they had entruſted him with, unleſs any new pre- 
rarations of the enemy ſhould make it neceſſary for our 
defence. This ſpeech was received with the greateſt 
xatitude by both houſes ; and it is faid, that in the 
houſe of commons a very candid and honourable gen- 
teman (who generally votes with the minority) de- 
cared, that he had not heard ſo gracious a ſpeech from 
the throne for many years laſt paſt, | 

1n another place, he ſuppoſes that the government 
has not endeavoured to gain the applauſe of the vulgar, ' 
by doing ſomething for the church; and very gravely 
makes excuſes for this their pretended neglect. What 
greater inſtances could his majeſty have given of his 


love to the church of England, than thoſe he has exhi- 


bited by his moſt ſolemn declarations ; by his daily ex- 
anple ; and by his promotions of the moſt eminent a- 
mong the clergy to ſuch vacancies as have happened 
in his reign. To which we muſt add, for the honour 
of his government in this particular, That it has done 
more for the advantage of the clergy, than thoſe, who 
ae the moſt zealous for their intereſt, could have ex- 
pected in ſo ſhort a time; which will farther appear, if 
ve reflect upon the valuable and royal donative to one 
of our univerſities, and the proviſion made for thoſe 
who are to officiate in the fifty new churches. His ma- 
jeſty is, indeed, a prince of too much magnanimity 
and truth, to make uſe of the name of the church for 
drawing his people into any thing that may be prejudi- 
cial to them; for what our author ſays, to this pur- 
poſe, redounds as much to the honour of the preſent 
alminiſtration, as to the diſgrace of others. Nay, I 
wh with all my ſoul they had ftooped a little ad cap- 
um vulgi to take in thoſe ſhallow fluttering. hearts, 
ubich are to be caught by any, thing baited with the 
name gf church, (p. 11.) © FEI = 

Again; The author aſks, Whether terror is to become 
the only national principle ? with other queſtions of the 
lame nature: And in ſeveral parts of his book harangues 
rery plentifully againſt ſuch a notion. Where he talks 
n general upon this topick, there is no queſtion but 


wrery Whig and Tory in the kingdom perfectly agree 
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with him in what he ſays. But if he would infinuate, 
as he ſeems to do in ſeveral places, that there ſhould be 
no impreſſions of awe upon the mind of a ſubject, and 
that a government ſhould not create terror in thoſe 
who are diſpoſed to do ill, as well as encourage thoſe 
that do their duty; in ſhort, if he is for an entice 
excluſion of that principle of fear which is ſuppoſed to 
have ſome influence in every law, he oppoſes himſelf 
to the form of every government in the world, and to 
the common ſenſe of mankind. 

The artiſice of this author in ſtarting objections to 
che friends of the government, and the fooliſh anſwers 
which he ſuppoſes they return to them is ſo very viſible 
that every one ſees they are deſigned rather to divert 
his reader, than to inſtruct him 

. I have now examined this whole pamphlet; which 
indeed, is written with a great deal of art, and as much 
argument as the cauſe would bear. And after having 
ſtated the true notion of clemency, mercy, compaſſion, 
good-nature, humanity, or whatever elſe it may be cal- 
led, ſo far as is conſiſtent with wiſdom, and the good 
of mankind, or, in other words, ſo far as it is a moral 
virtue, I ſhall readily concur with the author in the 
higheſt panegyricks that he has beſtowed upon it. As 
likewiſe, I heartily join with him in every thing he has 
ſaid againſt juſtice, if it includes, as his pamphlet ſup- 
poſes, the extirpation of every criminal, and is not ex- 
erciſed with a much greater mixture of clemency than 
rigour. Mercy, in the true ſenſe of the word, is that 
virtue by which a prince approaches neareſt to him, 
whom, he repreſents; and while he is neither remiſs 
nar extreme to animadvert upon thoſe who offend him 
that logick will hold true of him which is applied to 
the great judge of all the earth's With thee there is 
mercy : therefore ſhalt thou be feared. 
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Heu miſerae Gives! non heſtem, inimicaque caſtra 
Argivim ; veſtras ſpes uritis———— VIRG. 
QUEST ION not but the Britiſh Ladies are very 
well pleaſed with the Compliment I have payed 
them in the Conrſe of my papers, by regarding 
them not only as the moſt amiable, but as the moſt im- 
portant part of our community. They ought, indeed, 
to reſent the treatment they have met with from other 
authors, who have never troubled tlieir heads about 
them, but addreſſed all their arguments to the male 
half of their fellow- ſubjects; and taken it for granted, 
that if they could bring theſe into their meaſures, the 
females would of courſe follow their political mates. 
The arguments they have made uſe of are like Hudi- 
brar's ſpur, which he applied to one ſide of his horſe, 
as not doubting but the other would keep pace with it. 
Theſe writers ſeem to have regarded the fair ſex but as 
the garniture of a nation; and when they conſider 
them as parts of the commonwealth, it is only as they 
are of uſe to the conſumption of our manufacture. 
Gould wwe perſuade our Britiſh Women ( oy one of our 
eminent merchants in a letter to his friend in the coun- 
try upon the ſubject of commerce) 79+ clothe themſelves 
in the comely apparel which; might be made out of the 
wool F their 'own country. and inſtead of coffee, tea, 
and chocolate, to delight in thoſe wholeſome and palatable 
liqnors hich may be extracted from the Britiſh"/emples ; 
they world be of great advantage to trade, and therein 
— . 8 | 
It is now, however, become neceſſary to treat our 
women as members of the body politick; ſince it is vi- 
ble that great numbers of them have of late _— 
| O from 
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from their allegiance, and that they do not believe 
themſelves obliged to draw with us, as yoke-fellows in 
the conſtitution. They will judge for themſelves ; look 
into the ſtate of the nation with their own eyes; and 
be no longer led blindfold by a male legiſlature, A 
friend of mine was lately complaining to me, that his 
wife had turned off one of the belt cook-maids in Eng. 
land, becauſe the wench had ſaid ſomething to her fel- 
low-ſervants, which ſeemed to favour the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus act. 5 
When errors and prejudices are thus ſpread among 
the ſex, it is the hardeſt thing in the world to root 
them out. 
means for it, are of little uſe : They have a very ſhort 
anſwer to all reaſonings that turn againſt them, mate 
us believe that, if you can; which is in Latin, if I may 
upon this occaſion be allowed the pedantry of a quo- 
tation, non perſuadebis, etiam a" ++ arg J could 
not but ſmile at a young univerſity diſputant, who was 
complaining the other day of the unreaſonableneſs of 
a lady with whom he, was engaged in a point of contro- 
verſy. Being left alone with her, he took the oppor- 
tunity of purſuing an argument which had been before 


ſtarted in diſcourſe, and put it to her in a ſyllogiſm: 


upon which, as he informed us with ſome heat, ſhe 
granted him both the major and the minor, but denied 
him the conclufion. - | - : wy | 
The beſt method, therefore, that. can be made uſe 
of with theſe polemical ladies, who are much more eaſy 
to be refuted-than ſilenced, is to ſhew them the ridi- 
culous ſide of their cauſe, and to make them laugh at 
their on politicks. It is a kind of ill manners to of- 


fer objections to a fine woman; and a man would be out 
of countenance that ſhould gain the ſuperiority in ſuch 


a conteſt. A coquette logician may be rallied, but 
not contradicted. T hoſe who would make uſe of ſolid 
arguments and ſtrong reaſonings to a reader or hearer 


of ſo delicate a turn, would be like that fooliſh people 


whom lian ſpeaks. of, that worſhipped a fly, and fa- 
ene, hs ent 2 nd 
; iti 1 20 1 xy ? 


© a 


an 


Arguments, which are the only proper 
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The truth of it is, a man muſt be of a very diſpu- 
tatious temper, that enters into ſtate- c >ntroverſies with 
any of the fair ſex, If the malignant be not beautiful, 


ſhe cannot do much miſchief; and if ſhe is, her argu- 


ments will be ſo enforced by the charms of her per- 
ſon, that her antagoniſt may be in danger of betraying 


bis own cauſe. Milton puts this confeſſon into the 


mouth of our father Adam; who though he aſſerts his 
ſuperiority of reaſon in his debates with the mother of 
kind, adds | 


* 


— = ᷑et when I approach 
Her lovelineſs, ſo abſolute ſhe ſeems, _ 
And in herſelf complete; ſo well to know 
Her own, that what ſhe wills to do or ſay, 
Seems wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreeteſ?, beſt : 

All higher knowledge in her preſence falls 
Degraded, wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 
Lofes, difcount'nanc'd, and like folly ſhews ; 


Authority and reaſon on her wait - —— 


If there is ſuch a native lovelineſs in the ſex, as to 
make them victorious even when they are in the wrong, 
how reſiſtleſs is their power when they are on the ſide 
of truth! And, indeed, it is a peculiar good fortune 
to the governmient, that our fair malecontents are ſo 
much over-matched in beauty, as well as number, by 


country. * | 
Every paper, which I have hitherto addreſſed to our 


tions of a different kind ; by which means I have taken 
are that thoſe, who are enemies to the ſex, or to my- 
ſelf, may not accuſe me of tautology, or pretend that 
attack them with their own weapon. For this rea- 


our eſtabliſhment do raiſe ſuch unaccountable paſſions 
and prejudices in the minds of our diſcontented females. 
In the firſt place, it is uſual among the moſt cunning 
ef our adverſaries, to repreſent all the rebels as very 
| O 2 | hand» 


oye - aw 
ww $-* 


thoſe who are loyal to their king, and friends to their 


beautiful incendiaries, hath been filled with conſidera- 


{on T ſhall here lay together a new ſet of remarks, and 
obſerve the ſeveral artifices by which the enemies to 
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handſome men. If the name of a traitor be mention. 
ed, they are very particular in deſcribing his perſon; 
and when they are not able to extenuate his treaſon 
commend his ſhape.. This has ſo good an effect in ws 
of our female audiences, that they repreſent to them. 
ſelves a thouſand poor, tall, innocent, freſh-coloure 
young gentlemen, who are diſperſed among the ſeye. 
ral priſons of Great Britain; and extend their gene. 
rous compaſſion towards a multitude of agreeable fel. 

lows that never were in being, | 
Another artifice is, to inſti] jealouſies into their 
minds of deſigns. upon the anvil to retrench the ri. 
vileges of the ſex. Some repreſent the Mhigs as ene- 
mies to Flanders lace: Others had ſpread a report thut 
in the late act of .parliament for four ſhillings in the 
pound upon land, there would be inſerted a clauſe ſc: 
_ railing a tax upon pin-mony. That the ladies may be 
the better upon their guard againſt ſuggeſtions of this 
nature, I ſhall beg leave to put them in mind of the 
ſtory of Papirius, the ſon of a Roman ſenator, This 
young gentleman, after having been preſent in publick 
debates, was uſually teized by his mother to inform 
ner of what had paſſed. In order to deliver himſel 
from this importunity, he told her one day, upon 
bis return from the ſenate-houſe, that there had been a 
motion made for a decree to allow every man two 
wives. The good lady ſaid nothing; but managed 
matters ſo well among the Roman matrons, that the 
next day they met together in a body before the ſenate- 
houſe, and preſented a petition to the fathers againlt 
fo unreaſonable a Law. This groundleſs creduliiy 
raiſed ſo much raillery upon the petitioners, that we 
do not find the ladies offered to direct the lawgivers 

of their country ever after, 
There has been another method lately made uſe of, 
which has been practiſed with extraordinary ſucces; 
1 mean the ſpreading abroad reports of prodigies, 
which has wonderfully gratified the curioſity, as wel 
as the hopes of our fair malignants, Their mans 
gers turn water into blood for them; frighten them 
with ſea; monlfers; make them ſee armies in the alt 
| an 
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and give them their word, the more to ingratiate 
themſelves with them, that they fignify nothing leſs 
than future ſlaughter and deſolation. The difloyal part 
of the ſex immediately hug themſelves at the news of 
the bloody fountain; look upon - theſe fiſh as their 
friends 3 have great expectations from the clouds; and 
are very angry with you, if you think they do not all 
ortend ruin to their country, ol 

Secret hiſtory and ſcandal have always had their 
allurements; and I have in other diſcourſes ſhewn the 
great advantage that is made of them in the preſent fer- 
ment among the fair ones, 

But the maſter- engine, to overturn the minds of the 
female world, is the danger of the church. I am not 
ſo uncharitable as to think there is any thing in an ob- 
ſervation made by ſeveral of the Whigs, that there is 
ſcarce a woman in England who is troubled with the 
yapours, but is more or leſs affected with this cry: or, 
to remark with others, that it is not uttered in any 
part of the nation with ſo much bitterneſs of tongue 
and heart, as in the diſtricts of Drury-lane. On the 
contrary, I believe there are many devout and honour- 
able women who are deluucd in this point by the arti- 
ice of defigning men. To theſe, therefore, I would 
apply myſelf, in a more ſerious manner, and deſire 
them to conſider how that laudable piety, which is na- 
tural to the ſex, is apt to degenerate into a groundleſs 
and furious zeal, when it is not kept within the bounds 
of charity and reaſon. Female zeal, though proceed- 
ing from ſo good a principle, has been infinitely detri- 
rental to ſociety, and to religion itſelf, If we may 
believe the French hiſtorians, it often put a ſtop to the 
proceedings of their kings, which might have ended in 
2 reformation. For, upon their breaking with the 
pope, the queens frequently interpoſed, and by their 
mportunities, reconciled them to the uſurpations of the 
church of Rome. Nay, it was this vicious zeal which 
gave a remarkable check to the firſt progreis of Chriſti - 
anity, as we find it recorded by a ſacred hiſtorian in the 
following paſſage, which I ſhall leave to the confidera- 
non of my female readers. But the Jews /tirred + 
| 8 „„ the 
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the devout and honourable women and the chief men if 
the city, and raiſed a perſecution againſt Paul and Bar. 
nabas, and expelled them out of their coaſts. 


N? 32. Friday, April 13. 


— 


Nulli adverſus magiſtratus ac reges gratiores ſunt, nec 
* immerito, nullis enim plus praeſtant quam quibus frui 
trangquills otio licet. Itaque hi, quibus ad propoſitum 
bene vivendi confort ſecuritas publica, neceſſe eſi aucti. 
rem hujus boni ut parentem colant. SEN. Ep. 72, 


X E find by our publick papers, the univerſity 
I W of Dublin have lately preſented to the prince 
of Wales, in a moſt; humble and beautiful 
manner, their diploma for conſtituting his royal high- 
neſs chancellor of that learned body; and that the 
prince received this their offer with the goodneſs and 
condeſcenſion which is natural to his illuſtrious houſe, 
As the college of Dublin have been long famous for 
their preat learning, they have now given us an inſtance 
of their good ſenſe; and it is with pleaſure that we find 
ſuch a diſpoſition in this famous nurſery of letters to 
propagate found principles, and to act, in its proper 
ſphere, for the honour and dignity of the royal family. 
Me hope that ſuch an example will have its influence 
on other ſocieties of the ſame nature; and cannot but 
rejoice to ſee the heir of Great Britain vouchſaſing to 
patronize in ſo peculiar a manner that noble ſeminary, 
which 1s perhaps at this time training up ſuch perſons 
as may hereafter be ornaments to his reign. 
When men of learning are acted thus by a know- 
ledge of the world as well as of books, and ſhew that 
their ſtudies naturally inſpire them with a love to 
their king and country; they give a reputation to 
literature, and convince the world of its uſefulneſs. 
But when arts and ſciences are ſo perverted as to a 
7 2 on poſe 
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poſe men to act in contradiction to the reſt of the com- 
munity, and to ſet up for a kind of ſeparate republick 


among themſelves, they draw upon them the indigna- 


tion of the wiſe, and the contempt of the ignorant. 
It has indeed been obſerved, that perſons, who are 
very much eſteemed for their knowledge and ingenu- 
ity in their private characters, have acted like ſtran- 
gers to mankind, and to the dictates of right reaſon, 
when joined together in a body. Like ſeveral chymi- 
cal waters, that are each of them clear and tranſparent 
when ſeparate, but ferment into a thick troubled li- 

quor when they are mixed in the ſame vial. 5 
There is a piece of mythology which bears very hard 
n learned men ; and which I ſhall here relate, ra- 


ther for the delicacy of the ſatire, than for the juſtneſs of 


the moral. When the city of Athens was finiſhed, we 
are told that Neptune and Minerva preſented themſelves. 
as candidates for the guardianſhip of the place. The 
Athenians, after a full debate upon the matter, came to 


an election, and made choice of Minerva. Upon which 


Neptune, who very much reſented the indignity, up- 
braided them with their ſtupidity and ignorance; that a 
maritime town ſhould reje& the patronage of him who 
was the God of the ſeas, and could defend them againſt 
all the attacks of their enemies. He concluded with a 
curſe upon the inhabitants, which was to ſtick to-them. 
and their poſterity; namely, that they ſhould be all fools, 
When Minerva their tutelary Goddeſs, who preſides 
over arts and ſciences, came among them to receive the 
honour they had conferred upon her, they made heavy 
complaints of the curſe which Neptune had laid upon 
the city; and begged: her, if poſſible to take it off. 
But ſhe told them it was not in her power; for that 
one deity could not reverſe the act of another. Ho 
ever, ſaid ſhe, I may alleviate the curſe which I can- 
not remove : It is not poſſible for me to hinder you from 
ing fools, but I will take care that. you ſhall .be 


There is nothing which bodies of learned men ſhould 


be more careful of, than, by all due methods, to cul- 
tivate the favour of the great and powerful. The in- 
| dulgence 
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dulgence of a prince is abſolutely neceſſary to the pro- 
agation, the defence, the honour and ſupport of 
earning. It naturally creates in mens minds an am- 
dition to diſtinguiſh themſelves by letters; and multi- 
lies the number of thoſe who are dedicated to the pur. 
uits of knowledge. It protects them againſt the vio- 
| lence of brutal men; and gives them opportunities to 
purſue their ſtudies in a ſtate of peace and tranquillity 
* — the learned in countenance; and gives them 2 
among the faſhionable part of mankind, It di- 
{tributes rewards; and encourages ſpeculative perſons, 
who have neither opportunity nor a turn of mind to 
increaſe their own fortunes, with all the incentives of 
place, profit, and preferment. On the contrary, no- 
thing is in itſelf ſo pernicious to communities of lear- 
ned men, nor more apprehended by thoſe that wiſh 
them well, than the diſpleaſure of their prince, which 
thoſe may juſtly expe& to feel, who would make uſe 
of his favour to his own prejudice, and put in practice 
all the methods that lie within their power to vilify his 
perſon, and diſtreſs his government. In both theſe 
caſes, a learned body is ina more particular manner 
expoſed to the influence of their king, as deſcribed by 
the wiſeſt of men, the wrath of 4 king is as the roar- 
ing of a lion; but bis favour is as the dew upon the 
A 39 1 | 
We find in our Engliſb hiſtories, that the empreſs 
Matilda, (who was the great anceſtor of his preſent 
majeſty, and whoſe grand-daughter of the fame name 
has a place upon ſeveral of the Hanover medals) was 
icularly favoured by che univerſity of Oxford, and 
_ defended in that place, when moſt parts of the king- 
dom had revolted againſt her. Nor is it to be queſtioned, 
but an univerſity fo famous for learning and found 
knowledge, will ſhew the fame zeal for her illuſtrious 
deſcendent, as they will every day diſcern his majeſty's 


royal. virtues, through thoſe prejudices which have 


been raiſed in their minds by artful and deſigning men. 
It is with much pleaſure we ſee this great fountain of 
learning already beginning to run clear, and recovering 
its natural purity and brightneſs. None can ä 

| | | that 
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that a community which is taxed by the worſt of its 
enemies, only for overſtraining the notions of loyalty 
even to bad princes, will fall ſhort of a due allegiance 
to the beſt Fs | . 

When this happy temper of mind is fully eſtabliſhed 
among them, we may juſtly hope to ſee the largeſt ſhare | 
of his majeſty's favours fall upon that univerſity, 
which is the greateſt, and upon all accounts the moſt 
conſiderable not only in his dominions but in all 
Europe. | | 1 | 

I ſhall,conclude this paper with a quotation out of 
Cambden's hiſtory of queen Elizabeth, who, after hav- 
ing deſcribed that queen's reception at Oxford, gives an 
account of the ſpeech which ſhe made to them at her 
departure; concluding with a piece of advice to that 
univerſity. Her counſel was 7 hat they would firſt ſerve 
God, net after the curigſity of forme, but according to 
tie lau of God and the lands ; that they wauld not go 
before the laws, but follow them; nor diſpute whether 
better might be preſcribed, but keep thoſe preſcribed al- 
ready; obey their ſuperiors ; and laſtly embrace one ano- 
ther in brotherly piety and concord. | | 
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5 — —— ſaevus apertam | 
In rabiem coepit verti jocus————- Hor, 


that if our nation be ever ruined, it muſt be by 
itſelf, The parties and diviſions which reign a- 
mong us may feveral ways bring deſtruction upon our 
country, at the ſame time that our united force would 
be ſufficient to ſecure us againſt all the attempts of a 
foreign enemy, Whatever expedients therefore can 
be found. to allay thoſe heats and animoſities, which 
break us into different factions and intereſts, * 
f . ut 


J. is very juſtly, as well as frequently obſerved, 
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but be uſeful to the publick, and highly tend to its 
ſafety, ſtrength and reputation. 

This dangerous düflenſion among us diſcovers itſelf 
in all the moſt indifferent circumſtances of liſe. We 
keep it up, and cheriſh it with as much pains, as if it 
were a kind of national bleſſing. It inſinuates itſelf in- 
to all our diſcourſes, mixes in our parties of pleaſure, 
has a ſhare in our diverſions, and is an ingredient in 
moſt of our publick entertainments. | 

I was not long ago at the play called Sir Courtly Nice, 
where, to the eternal reproach of good ſenſe, I found 
the whole audience had very gravely ranged themſelves 
into two parties, under Hot-head and Teſtimony. Hol. 
head was the applauded hero of the Tories, and Tei. 
mony no leſs the favourite of the Whigs. Each party 
followed their champion. It was wonderful to 2 ſo 
polite an aſſembly diſtinguiſh themſelves by ſuch extra- 
ordinary repreſentatives, and avowing their principles 
as conformable either to the zeal of Hot-head, or the 
moderation of Teſtimony. Thus the two parts which 
were deſigned to expoſe the faults of both ſides, and 
were accordingly received by our anceſtors in king 
Charles the fecond's reign, meet with a kind of fanc- 
tion from the applauſes which are reſpectively beſtowed 
on them by their wiſe poſterity. We ſeem to imagine 

that they were written as patterns for imitation, not as 
objects of ridicule, _ | 
This humour runs fo far, that moſt of our late co- 
medies owe their ſucceſs to it. The audience liſtens 
after nothing elſe, I have ſeen little Dich place him- 
ſelf with great approbation at the head of the Tories 
for five acts together, and Pini eſpouſe the intereſt of 
the Whigs with no leſs ſucceſs. I do not find that ei- 
ther party has yet thrown themſelves under the patron- 
age of Scaramouch, or that Harlequin has violated that 
neutrality, which, upon his late arrival in Great Bri— 
tain, he profeſſed to both parties, and which it is 
thought he will punctually obſerve, being allowed on 
all ſides to be a man of honour. It is true, that upon 
his firſt appearance, a violent jg tradeſman in the 
pit began to compliment- him with a clap, as _ 
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joyed to ſee him mount a ladder, and fancying him to 


be dreſt in a highland plaid. 

I queſtion not but my readers will be ſurprized to 
find me animadverting on a practice that has been al- 
ways favourable to the cauſe which now prevails. The 
Britiſh theatre was Whig even in the worſt of times; 
and in the laſt reign did not ſcruple to teſtify its zeal 
for the good of our country, by many magnanimous 
claps in its lower regions, anſwered with loud huzza's 
from the upper gallery. This good diſpoſition is ſo 
much heightened of late, that the wink neighbour- 
hood of the Drury-Lane theatre very often ſhakes with 
the loyalty of the audience. It is faid, that a young 
author, who very much relies on this prevailing hu- 
mour, is now writing a farce to be called I match out 
4 Newgate, in alluſion to the title of a comedy cal- 
ed A match in Newgate; and that his chief perſon is 
a round-ſhoulder'd man with a pretty large noſe and a 
wide mouth, making his addreſſes to a lovely black wo- 
man that paſſes for a peereſs of Great Britain. In 
ſhort, the whole play is built upon the late eſcape of 
general Foreſter, who is ſupoſed upon the road to fall 
in love with my lord NMithſdale, whom the ingenious 
author imagines to be {till in his riding-hood. 8 
But notwithſtanding the good principles of a Briti/h - 
audience in this one particular, it were to be wiſhed 
that every thing ſhould be baniſhed the ſtage which has 
2 tendency to exaſperate mens minds, and inflame that 
party rage which makes us ſuch a miſerable and divided 
people. And that in the firſt place, becauſe ſuch a pro- 
ceeding as this diſappoints the very deſign of all publick 
liverfions and entertainments. The inſtitution of 
ports and ſhews was intended by all governments, to 
turn off the thoughts of the people from buſying them- 
ſelyes in matters of ſtate, which 0 not belong to them; 
to reconcile them to one another by the common par- 
tcipations of mirth and pleaſure; and to wear out of 
their minds that rancour which they might have con- 
racted by the interfering. views of intereſt and ambi- 
non. It would therefore be for the benefit of every ſo- 
ciety, that is diſturbed by contending factions, to en- 


courage 
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courage ſuch innocent amuſements as may thus diſem. 
bitter the minds of men, and make them mutually 
rejoice in the ſame agreeable ſatisfactions. When peg. 
plc are accuſtomed-to fit: together with pleaſure, it if 
ep towards reconciliation: But as we manage mat. 
ters, our politeſt aſſemblies are like boiſterous clubs 
that meet over a, glaſs of wine, and before they have 
done, throw bottles at one another's heads. Inſtead of 
multiplying thoſe deſirable opportunities where we may 
agree in points that are indifferent, we let the ſpirit of 
content ion into thoſe very methods that are not only 
foreign to it, but ſhould in their nature diſpoſe us to be 
friends. This our anger in our mirth is like polſon 
in a perfume, which taints the ſpirits inſtead of chear - 
ing and refreſhing them. Ep 
Another manifeſt inconvenience which. ariſes from 
this abuſe of publick entertainments, is, that it natu- 
rally deſtroys the taſte of an audience. I do not deny, 
but that ſeveral performances have been juſtly applaud- 
ed for their wit, which have been written with an eye 
to this predominant humour of the town: But it is 
viſible even in theſe, that it is not the excellence, but 
the applications of the ſentiment, that has raiſed ap- 
plauſe. An author is very much diſappointed to find 
the beſt parts of his productions received with indiffe- 
rence; and to ſee the audience diſcovering beauties 
which he never intended. The actors, in the midſt of 
an innocent old play, are often ſtartled with unexpet- 
ed claps or hiſſes; and do not know whether they have 
been talking like good ſubjects, or have ſpoken treaſon. 
In ſhort, we ſeem to have ſuch a reliſh for faction, as 
to have loſt that of wit, and are fo uſed to the bit- 
terneſs of party rage, that we cannot be gratified with 
the hig heſt entertainment that has not this kind of 
ſeaſoning in it. But as no work muft expect to live 
long, which draws all its beauty from the colour of 
the times; ſo neither can that pleaſure be of greater 
continuance, which ariſes from the prejudice or malice 
of its henrer s. 5 | 
To conclude; Sinee the preſent hatred and violence 
of parties is ſo unſpeakably pernicious to the communt- 
<> . | | ty, 
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a i ty, and none can do a better ſervice to their country 
ily Wl than thoſe who uſe their utmoſt endeavours to extin- 
gam it, we may reaſonably hope, that the more elegant 
1 part of the nation will give a good example to the reſt; 
and put an end to fo abſurd and fooliſh a practice, 
abs which makes our moſt refined diverſions detrimental to 


"ec Wl the publick, and in a particular manner deſtuctive of 
il politeneſs. | 
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N*25. Friday, April 20. 


on Wh Athenien/tum res geſtae, ſicut ego exiſtumo, ſatis amplae 


a magnificaeque fucre, verum aliguanto minores tamen, 
ay uam fama feruntur : ſed, quia provenere ibi magna 
UG* 


ſeriptorum ingenia, per terrarum orbem Athenien- 
ſum fatta pro maxumis celebrantur. Ita eorum, qui 
ea fecere, virtus tanta habetur, quantum verbis ea 
botuere extollere pracclara ingenia. SALLUST. . 
* 3 

(RATIAN, among his maxims for raiſing a 
(5 man to the moſt conſummate character of 

greatneſs, adviſes firſt to perform extraordina- 

ry actions, and in the next place to ſecure a good hi- 
ſorian. Without the laſt, he conſiders the firſt as 
thrown away; as indeed they are in a great meaſure by 
ſuch illuſtrious perſons, as make fame and reputation 
the end of their undertakings. The moſt ſhining me- 
nt goes down to poſterity with diſadvantage, when it is 
not placed by writers in its proper light, 

The misfortune is, that there are more inſtances of 
men who deſerve this kind of immortality, than of 
mthors who are able to beſtow it. Our country which 
tas produced writers of the firſt figure in every other 
kind of work, has been very barren in good hiſtorians. 
„Ve have had ſeveral who have been able to compile 
Er matters of fact, but very few who have been able to 
num ägeſt them with that purity and elegance of ſtyle, that 


nicety 
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nicety, and ſtrength of reflection, that ſubtilty and 
diſcernment in the unravelling of a character, and that 
choice of circumſtances for enlivening the whole nr. 
ration, which we ſo juſtly admire in the antient hiſto. 
rians of Greece and Rome, and in ſome authors of our 
neighbouring nations. hs 
Thoſe who, have ſucceeded beſt in works of this kind 
are ſuch, who, beſides their natural good ſenſe and 
learning, have themſelves been verſed in publick bu- 
ſineſs, and thereby acquired a thorough knowledge of 
men and things. It was the advice of the great duke 
of Schomberg, to an eminent hiſtorian of his acquain- 
tance, who was an eccl/e/7a/tick, that he ſhould avoid 
being too particular in the drawing up of an army, and 
other circumſtances of the day of battle; for that he 
had always obſerved moſt notorious blunders and ab- 
ſurdities commited on that occaſion, by ſuch writers 
as were not converſant in the art of war. We may 
reaſonably expect the like miſtake, in every other kind 
of publick matters, recorded by thoſe who have only 
a diſtant theory of ſuch affairs. Beſides, it is not very 
robable, that men, who have paſſed all their time in 
| hs and vulgar life, ſhould have a ſuitable idea of the 
ſeveral beauties and blemiſhes in the actions or cha- 
raters of great men. For this reaſon I find an old lay 
quoted by the famous Monſieur Bayle, that no perſon 
below the dignity of a Roman knight ſhould preſume 
to write an hiſtory. ; | 
In England there is ſcarce any one, who has had 1 
tincture of reading or ſtudy, that is not apt to fancy 
himſelf equal to ſo great a taſk; though it is plain, that 
many of our countrymen, who have tampered in hiſto- 
ry, frequently ſhew, that they do not underſtand the 
very nature of thoſe tranſactions which they recount. 
| Nay, nothing is more uſual than to ſee every man, who 
is verſed in any particular way of buſineſs, finding 
fault with ſeveral of theſe authors, ſo far as they treat 
of matters within his ſphere. 4 1 
I here is a race of men lately ſprung, up among this 
ſort of writers, whom one cannot refſect upon without 
indignation as well as contempt. Theſe are our 74 
| re 
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fireet biographers, who watch for the death of a great 
man, like ſo many undertakers, on purpoſe to make a 
penny of him. He is no ſooner laid in bis grave, but 

he falls into the hands of an hiſtorian ; who, to {well 
2 volume, aſcribes to him works which he never wrote, 
and actions which he never performed; celebrates vic- 
wes which he was never famous for, and excuſes faults 

which he was never guilty of. They fetch their only 
authentick record out of Doctors Commons, and when 
they have got a copy of his laſt will and teſtament, 
they fancy themſelves furniſhed with ſufficient materials 
for his hiſtory. This might indeed enable thera in 
ſome meaſure to write the hiſtory of his death; but 
what can we expect from an author that undertakes to 
write the life of a great man, who is farniſhed with no 
other matters of fact, beſides legacies; and inſtead 
of being able to tell us what he did, can only tells 
us what he bequeathed? This manner of expoling 
the private concerns of families, and focrificing the 
ſecrets of the dead to the curioſity of the living, is one 
of thoſe licentious practices which might well deſerve 
the animadverſion of our government, when it has 
time to contrive expedients for remedying the many 
crying abuſes of the preſs. In the mean while, what 

a poor idea muſt ſtrangers conceive of thoſe perions, 
who have been ſamous among us in their generation, 
ſhould they form their notions of them from the writ- 
ings of theſe our hiſtoriographers! What would our 
poſterity think of their illuſtrious forefathers, ſhould 
they only ſee them in ſuch weak and diſadvantageous 
lights! But to our comfort, works of this nature are 
ſo ſhort-lived, that they cannot poſlit ly diminiſh the 


| memory of thoſe patriots which they are not able to 


preſerve. Dy 

The truth of it is, as the lives of great men cannot 
be written with any tolerable degree of elegance or ex- 
actneſs, within a ſhort ſpace aſter their deceaſe: ſo nei- 
ther is it fit that the hiſtory of a perſon, who has acted 
among us in a publick character, ſhould appear, till en- 
yy and friendſhip are laid aſleep, and the prejudice both 
of his antagoniſts and - adherents be, in ſome degree, 
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ſoftned and ſubdued, There is no queſtion but there 
are ſeveral eminent perſons in each party, however the 

may repreſent one another at preſent, who will have the 
ſame admirers among poſterity, and be equally cele- 
brated by thoſe, whoſe minds will not be diſtempered 
by intereſt, paſſion, or partiality. It were happy for us, 
could we prevail upon ourſelves to imagine, that, 
one, who differs from us in opinion, may poſſibly be 


an honeſt man; and that we might do the ſame juſtice | 


to one another, which will be done us hereafter by thoſe 
who ſhall make their appearance in the world, when 
this generation is no more, But in our preſent miſe- 
rable and divided condition, how juſt ſoever a man's 
pretenſions may be to a great or blameleſs reputation, 
he muſt expect his ſhare of obloquy and reproach, and, 
even with regard to his poſthumous character, content 
| himſelf with ſuch a kind of conſideration, as induced 
the famous Sir Francis Bacon, after having bequeathed 
his ſoul to God, and his body to the earth, to leave 
his fame to foreign nations; and after ſome years, to 
his own country. 1 
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have been advanced by ſome among us, there is 

none ſo abſurd and ſhocking to the moſt ordi- 
nary underſtanding, as that it is poſſible for Great 5ri- 
tain to be quietly governed by a Popi/h ſovereign, King 
Henry the fourth found it impracticable for a Prote/iant 
to reign even in France, notwithſtanding the reformed 
religion does not engage a prince to the perſecution of 
any other; and notwithſtanding the authority of the 
ſovereign in that country is more able to ſupport it- 


\ MONG all the paradoxes in politicks which 


ſelf, and command the obedience of the people, than 
2 in 


£4, 4 <. * 2 
* 13 : 
N * "= 


OR : 8 8 4 


1 36. THE FREE-HOLDER. 173 


in any other European monarchy. We are convinced 
by the experience of our own times, that our Conſti- | 
tution is not able to bear a Popi/h prince at the head of 


it. King James the ſecond was endued with many royal 


virtues, and might have made a nation of Roman Ca- 
tholicks happy under his adminiſtration. The griev- 
ances we ſuffered in his reign proceeded purely from 
his religion : But they were ſuch as made the whole 
body of the nobility, clergy, and commonalty, riſe up 
as one man againſt him, and oblige him to quit the 
throne of his anceſtors. The truth of it is, we have 
only the vices of a Proteſtant prince to fear, and may 
be made happy by his virtues: But in a Popiſh prince 
we have no chance for our 3 his very piety 
obliges him to our deſtruction: And in proportion as 
he is more religious, he becomes more inſupportable. 
One would wonder, therefore, to find many who call 
themſelves Proteſtants, favouring the pretenſions of a 
perſon who has been bred up in the utmoſt bitterneſs 
and bigotry of the church of Rome; and who, in all 
1 within leſs than a twelve-month, would 
oppoſed by thoſe very men that are induſtrious to 
ſet him upon the throne, were it poſſible for ſo wicked 
and unnatural an attempt to ſucceed. < 8 
I was ſome months ago in a company, that diverted 
themſelyes with the declaration which he had then pu- 
diſhed, and particularly with the date of it, in the four- 
teenth year of our reign, The company was ſurprized 
to find there was a king in Europe who had reigned 


Jo long and made ſuch a ſecret of it. This gave occa- 


fion to one of them, who is now in France, to enquire 


into the hiſtory of this remarkable reign, which he has 


digeſted into annals, and lately tranſmitted hither for 
the peruſal of his friends. n 
I have ſuppreſſed ſuch perſonal reflections as are 


mixed in this ſhort chronicle, as not being to the pur- 


poſe; and find that the whole hiſtory of his regal con- 
duct and exploits, may be comprized in the remaining 
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The H i/ſtory of the Pretender Fourteey 
Tears Reign, digeſted into Annals, 


NN9 Regni 19. He made choice of his mini. 
* ſtry, the firſt of whom was his confeſſor. This 
was a perſon recommended by the ſociety of Jeſuits, 
who repreſented him as one very proper to guide the 
conſcience of a king, that hoped to rule over an iſland 
which is not within the pale of the church. He then 
proceeded to name the preſident of his council, his 
ſecretaries of ſtate, and gave away a very honourable 
Sine- cure to his principal favourite, by conſtituting him 
his lord-high-treaſurer. He likewiſe ſigned a dormant 
commiſſion for another to be his high-admiral, with 
orders to produce it whenever he had ſea- room for his 
employment. | 


ſtep. | 
Anus Regni zo. He grow half a foot. 


Anno Regni 49. He wrote a letter to the Pope, de- 


ſiring him to be as kind to him as his predeceſſor had 
been, who was his Godfather. In the fame year he 
ordered the Jord-high-treaſurer to pay off the debts 
of the crown, which had been contracted ſince his ac- 
ceſſtion to the throne; particularly, a milk-ſcore of 


_ © three years ſtanding. 


Anus Regni.g9. He very much improved himſelf in 


all princely learning, having read over the legends of 
the ſaints, with the hiſtory of thoſe ſeveral martyrs in 
England, who had attempted to blow up a whole par- 
liament of Hereticks. 
Anno Regni 60. He applied himſelf to the arts of go- 
. vernment with more than ordinary diligence; took a 
plan of the Baſtile with his own hand; viſited the 
galleys; and ſtudied the edits of his great patron 
. | | | 
Anus Regni o. Being now grown up to years of ma- 
turity, he reſolved to ſeek adventures; but was very 
much divided in his mind, whether he ſhould make an 
Ss , ; BIN ex- 


=) 


Auns Regni 20. He perfected himſelf in the minuet | 
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expedition to Scotland, or a pilgrimage to Loretto) be- 


ing taught to look upon the latter, in a religious ſenſe 


as the place of his nativity, At length he reſolved up- 
on his Scotch expedition; and, as the firſt exertion of - 


that royal authority, which he was going to aſſume, 
he knighted himſelf. After a ſhort piece of errantry 
n the ſeas, he got ſafe back to Duzkirk, where he 
paid his devotions to St.- Anubony, for having delivered 
him from the dangers of the ſea, and Sir George Bing. 
Anno Regni 80. He made a campaign in Flanders, 
where, by the help of a teleſcope, he faw the battle 
of ODudenarde, and the prince of Hanover's horſe ſhot 
under him; being poſted on a high tower with two 


French princes of the blood. 


Auno Regni 90. He made a ſecond compai gn in 


Flanders, and upon his return to the French court, 


gained a great reputation, by his performance in a 
Rigadoon. : | | 
Anno Regni 100. The pope having heard the fame 
of theſe his military atchievements, made him the of- 
fer of a cardinal's cap; which he was adviſed not to 
accept, by ſome of his friends in Enpland. | 
Anno Regni 110. He retired to Lorrain, where every 


morning he made great havock among the wild fowl, by 


the advice, and with the aſſiſtance of his privy-coun- 
cil, He is ſaid this ſummer, to have ſhot with his own 
hands fifty brace of pheaſants, and one wild pig; to 
have ſet thirty coveys of partridges; and to have hunt- 


ed down forty brace of hares; to which he might have 


added as many foxes, had not moſt of them made their 
eſcape, by .running out of his friend's dominions, be- 
fore his dogs could finiſh the chace. He was particu- 


larly animated to theſe diverſions by his miniſtry, who 


thought they would not a little recommend him to the 
good opinion and kind offices of ſeveral Briti/h fox- 


hunters, | 


Anno Regni 120. He made a viſit to the duke 4 Aa- 
nont, and paſſed for a French marquis in a maſquerade. 
- Anno Regni 139. He viſited ſeveral convents, and 


and 
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and nuns, to whom he communicated his deſign of an 


attempt upon Great Britain. s | 
Anno Kegni 149. He now made great preparations for 
the invaſion of England, and got together vaſt ſtores 
of ammunition, conſiſting of reliques, gun-poyder 
and cannon-ball. He received from the pope a very 
large contribution, - one moiety in money, and the 
other in indulgences. An ITriſh prieſt brought him an 
authentick tooth of St. Thomas a Becket, and, it is 
thought, was to have for his reward the archbiſhoprick 
of Canterbury. Every monaſtry contributed ſomething; 
One gave him a thouſand pound; and another as many 
maſſes. | | Hs 
This year containing farther the battles which he 
| fought in Scotland, and the towns which he took, is ſo 
freſh in every one's memory, that we ſhall ſay no more 
of it. | | 
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Frigida curarum fomenta relinquere poſſes ; 

Quo te caeleſtis ſapientia duceret, ires. OE 
Hoc opus, hoc ſtudium parui properemus, et ampli, 
- Si patriae volumus, fi nobis vivere cari. Hon. 


which in times of Popery was called the nation 

of ſaints, ſhould now have leſs appearance of re- 
ligion in it, than any other neighbouring ſtate or king - 
dom; whether they be ſuch as continue ſtill immerſed 
in the errors of the church of Rome, or ſuch as are 
. recovered out of them. I his is a truth that is obvious to 
every one, who has been converſant in foreign parts. It 
was formerly thought dangerous for a young man to 
travel, leſt he ſhould return an Atbeiſt to his native 


J. is a melancholy reflection, that our country, 


country: But at preſent it is certain, that an Engliſß 
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man, who has any tolerable degree of reflecton, cannot 
he better awakened to a ſenſe of religion in general, 
than by obſerving how the minds of all magkind are 
ſet upon this important point; how every nation is ſe- 
nous and attentive to the great bulineſs of their being; 
and that in other countries a man is not out of the fa- 
ſhion, who is bold and open in the profeſſion and prac- 
tice of all Chriſtian duties, | | 
This decay of piety is by no means to be imputed 
tothe Reformation, which in its firſt eſtabliſhment pro- 
duced its proper fruits, and diſtinguiſhed the whole 
age with ſhining inſtances of virtue and morality. If 
we would trace out the original of that flagrant and a- 
yowed impiety, which has prevailed among us for ſome 
years, we ſhould find that it owes its riſe to that oppo- 
lite extreme of Cant and Hypocriſy, which had taken 
poſſeſſion of the people's minds in the times of the great 


Rebellion, and of the uſurpation that ſucceeded it. The 
practices of theſe men, under the covert of a feigned 


zeal, made even the appeatances of ſincere devotion. 
tidiculous and unpopular. The Raillery of the wits 
and courtiers, in king Charles the ſecond's rezgn, upon 


 evefy thing which they then called preciſe, was carried 


to ſo great an extravagance, that it almoſt put Chriſti- | 
anity out of countenance, The ridieuie grew fo ſtrong 
and licentious, that from this time we may date that 
remarkable turn in the behaviour of our faſhwnable 
be, that makes them ſhame-faced in the exer - 
ale of thoſe duties which they were ſent into the world 
—  , - 

The late cry of the Church has been an artifice of the 
fame kind with that made uſe of by the hypocrites of 
the laſt age, and has had as fatal an influence upon re- 
ligion, If a man would but ſeriouſly conſider how 
much greater comfort he would receive in the laſt mo- 
ments of his life from a reflection that he has made one 


, virtuous man, than that he has made a thouſand Torier, 


ve ſhould not ſee the zeal of ſo many good men turned 
off from its proper end, and employed in making ſuch 
a kind of Converts. What ſatisfaction will it be to an 
inmoral man, at ſuch a time, to think he is a "00d | 
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Whig ! Or to one that is conſcious of ſedition, perjury, 
or rebellion, that he dies with the reputation of a His. 
Churchman ? | 

But to conſider how this cry of the Church has cor. 
rapted the morals of both parties. Thoſe who are the 
loudeſt in it, regard themſelves rather as a political, 


chan a religious community; and are held together ra- 


ther by ſtate-notions, than by articles of faith. This 


fills the minds of weak men, who fall into the ſnare, 


with groundleſs fears and apprehenſions, unſpeakable 
rage towards their fellow-ſubjects, wrong ideas of per- 
ſons whom they are not acquainted with, and uncha- 
ritable interpretations of thols actions of which they are 
not competent judges. It inſtils into their minds the 
utmoſt virulence and bitterneſs, inſtead of that charity, 
which is the perfection and ornament of religion, and 
the moſt indiſpenſable and neceſſary means for at- 
taining the end of it. In a word, among theſe miſtaken 


zealots, it ſanctifies cruelty and injuſtice, riots and 
8 | 


8 | | 
The effects which this of the Church has had on 


me other party, are no leſs manifeſt and deplorable. 


They ſec themſelves unjuſtly aſperſed by it, and vindi- 
cate themſelves in terms no leſs opprobrious, than thoſe 
by which they were atticked, Their indignation and 
reſentment riſes in proportion to the malice vf their 
adyerſayies. The unthinking part of them are apt to 
contract an unreaſonable averſion even to that eccleſi- 


aſtical conſtitution to which they are repreſented as ene- 


mies; and not only to particular perſons, but to that 


order of men in general, which will be always held {a- 


cred and honourable, fo long as there is reaſon ad 
religion in the world. | 

I I might mention many other corruptions common 
to both parties, which naturally flow from this ſource; 
and might eaſily ſhew, upon a full diſplay of them, 
that this clamour, which pretends to be raiſed for the 


ſafety of religion, has almoſt worn out the very ap- 


rance of it; and rendered us not only the moſt di- 


vided, but the moſt-immoral people upon the face of 
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When our nation is overflowed with ſuch a deluge 

| of impiety, it mult be a great pleaſure to find any ex- 
jent take place, that has a tendency to recover it 
out of ſo diſmal a condition. This is one great rea- 
fon why an honeſt man may rejoice to ſee an act ſo 
near taking effect, for making elections of members 
to ſerve in parliament leſs ſrequent. I find myſelf 
prevented by other writings (which have conſidered 
the act now depending, in this particular light) from 
expatiating upon this ſubject. I ſhall only mention 
two ſhort ee which I have been juſt now reading, 
under the following titles, Arguments about the alte- 
ration of the triennial elections of parliament : And, 
The alteration in the triennial act confidered. 

The reaſons for this law, as it is neceſſary for ſet- 
' fling his majeſty in his throne ; for extinguiſhing the 
ſpirit of rebellion; for procuring foreign alliances 
and other advantages of the like nature; carry a 
great weight with them. But I am particularly pleaſed 
with it, as it may compoſe our unnatural fends and 
-animoſities, revive an honeſt ſpirit of induſtry in the 
nation, and cut off frequent occaſions of brutal rage 
and intemperance. In ſhort, as it will make us not 
only a more ſafe, a more flouriſhing, and a more hap- 
| Py, but alſo a more virtuous people. 
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Tris the ambition of the male-part of the world 
| to make themſelves eſteemed, and of the female 
1 to make themſelves beloved. As this is the laſt 
paper which I ſhall addreſs to my fair readers, I can- 4 
not perhaps oblige them more than by leaving them as 2 
a kind of legacy a certain ſecret which ſeldom fails | 
of procuring this affection, which they are naturally 14 
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formed both to deſire and to obtain. This No/?ru is 
comprized in the following ſentence of Seneca, which 
I ſhall tranſlate for the ſervice of my country-women, 
Ego tibi monſtrabo amator ium fine medicamento, ſine her. 
ba, fine ullius Veneficae carmine : ſi vis amari, ama. 
1 avill diſcover to you a Philter that has neither drug nor 
* Simple, nor enchantment in it. Love, if” you would raiſe 
loue. If there be any truth in this diſcovery, and 
this be ſuch a ſpecifick as the author pretends, there 
is nothing which makes the ſex more unamiable than 
party rage. The fineſt woman, in a tranſport of fu- 
ry, loſes the uſe of her face. Inſtead of charming her 


beholders, ſhe frights both friend and foe. The lat- 


ter can never be {mitten by ſo bitter an enemy, nor 
the former captivated by a nymph, who upon occa- 
fion, can be ſo very angry. The moſt endearing of 
our beautiful fellow- ſubjects, are thoſe whoſe minds 
are the leaſt imbittered with the paſſions and prejudices 
of either ſide, and who diſcover the native {ſweetneſs 
of the ſex in every part of their converſation and be- 
haviour. A lovely woman, who thus flouriſhes in her 
innocence and good-humour, amidſt that mutual ſpite 
and rancour which prevails among her exaſperated ſiſter- 
hood, appears more amiable by the ſingularity of her 


character; and may be compared, with Solamon's bride, 


to a lily among the thorns. 


A ſtateſwoman is as ridiculous a creature as a cott- 


quean. Each of the ſexes ſhould keep within its par- 
ticular bounds, and content themſelves to excel within 
their reſpective diſtricts, When Venus complained to 
Jupiter of the wounds which ſhe had received in battle, 
the father of the gods ſmiled upon her, and put her in 
mind, that inſtead of mixing in a war, which was not 
her buſineſs, ſhe ſhould have been officiating in her 


proper miniſtry, and carrying on the delights of mar- 


riage. The delicacy of ſeveral modern criticks has been 
offended with Homer's Billingsgate warriors; but 2 
ſcolding heroe is, at the worſt, a more tolerable cha- 
racter than a bully in petticoats. To which we may 
add, that the keeneſt ſatiriſt, among the ancients, * 
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is ed upon nothing as a more proper ſubje& of raillery 

ch and invective, than a female gladiator. | : 

n. J am the more diſpoſcd to take into conſideration 
ne theſe ladies of fire and politicks, becauſe it would be 

a, very monſtrous to ſee feuds and animoſities kept up 
or among the ſoft ſex, when they are in ſo hopeſul a way 
iſe! of being compoſed among the men, by the ſepten- 
nd nial bill, which is now ready for the royal aſſent. As 

*. this is likely to produce a ceſſation of arms, till the I 
an Wh expiration of the preſent parliament, among 0 

u- tal of our ifland, it is very reaſonable that the more 


ef beautiful moiety of his majeſty's ſubjects ſhould eſta- 
bliſh a truce among themſelves for the ſame term of 
years. Or rather it were to be wiſhed, that they would 
ſummon together a kind of ſenate, or parliament, of 


of the faireſt-and wiſeſt of our ſiſter ſubjects, in order to 
ds enact a per etual neutrality among the ſex. T hey 
ces might at leaſt appoint ſomething like a committee, cho- 
cls en ſrom among the ladies reſiding in London and Weſt 
e- minſter, in order to prepare a bill to be laid before the 
ner aſſembly upon the firſt opportunity of their meeting. 
ite The regulation might be as follows: To Lp 
er- That a committee of toaſts be forthwith appointed; 
ner | to conſider tlie preſent ſtate of the ſex in the Brit iſ 
de, "nation. * | 3 
That this committee do meet at the houſe of every 
tt reſpective member of it on her viſiting- day; and that 
ar- every one who comes to it ſhall have a vote, and a 
nin diſh of tea. | | | 
to That the committee be empowered to ſend for 
le, t Billets-doux, libels, lampoons, liſts of toaſts, or any 
in 


* other the like papers and records. 
© That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, to 


her ' conſider of proper ways and methods to reclaim the 
ar- © obſtinately opprobrious and virulent ; and how to 
den make the ducking-ſtool more uſefol. i 
"I Being always willing to contribute my aſſiſtance to 


my country-women, I would propoſe a preamble, ſet- 
"wy ting forth, © That the late civil war among the ſex has 
* tenaed very much to the leſſening of that ancient 
ed and undoubted authority, which they have claim- 
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ed over the male part of the iſland; to the ruin of 
good houſewifery; and to the betraying of many im. 
portant ſecrets: That it has produced much bitter. 
neſs of ſpeech, many ſharp and violent conteſts, and 
a great effuſion of Citron-water : That it has raiſed 
animoſities in their hearts, and heats in their faces: 
That it has broke out in their ribbons, and cauſed 
unſpeakable. confuſions in their dreſs: And above all, 
That it has introduced a certain frown into the fea- 
tures, and a ſourneſs into the air of our Britiſh la- 
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c ble decay of the national beauty. | 
As for the enacting part of the bill, it may conſiſt of 
many particulars, which will naturally ariſe from the 
debates of the tea-table; and muſt, therefore, bè leſt 
to the diſcretion and experience of the committee. 
Perhaps it might not be amiſs to enact, among other 
things. 5 3 8 c 
© That the diſcourſing on politicks ſhall be looked 
© upon as dull as talking on the weather. 
© Thatif any man troubles a female afſembly with 
c parliament-news, he ſhall be marked out as a block- 
head, or an incendiary. ET, | 
© That no woman ſhall henceforth preſume to ſtick 
E a patch upon her forehead, unleſs it be in the very 
< middle, that is, in the neutral part of it. 
© That all fans and ſnuff-boxes, of what principles 
ſoever, ſhall be called in : And that orders be given 
to Motteux and Mathers, to deliver out in exchange 
for them, ſuch as have no tincture of party in 
them, | | 
© That when any lady beſpeaks a play, ſhe ſhall take 
c effetual care, that the audience be pretty equally 
© chequered with Whigs and Tories. 
© That no woman of any party preſume to influence 
c the legiſlature, - | AS 
© That there be a general amneſty and oblivion of 
all former hoſtilities and diſtinctions, all publick and 
private failings on either ſide: And that every on? 
who comes into this neutrality within the ſpace 
of. Weeks, ſhall be allowed an ell extraor- 
| 2 4 dinary, 
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dinary, above the preſent ſtandard, in the circum- 
( ference of her petticoat. | 

Provided always nevertheleſs, That nothing herein 
contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, 
to any perſon or perſons, inhabiting and practiſing 
( within the hundreds of Drury, or to any other of 
that ſociety in what part foever of the nation in like 
manner practiſing and reſiding; who are ſtill at liber- 
ty to rail, calumniate, ſcold, frown and pout, as in 
( aforetimes, any thing in this act to the contrary not- 
{ withſtanding. | | 
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which is obſerved to take the deepeſt root in noble 
minds, tears up ſeveral virtues with it; and that 
ſuppreſſing the defire of fame is apt to reduce men to a 
late of indolence and ſupineneſs. But when without 
any incentive of vanity, a perſon of great abilities is 


1 often happens, that extirpating the love of glory, 


zealous for the good of mankind; and as ſolicitous for 


the concealment, as the performance of illuſtrious ac- 


tions; we may be ſure that he has ſomething more than 


ordinary in his compoſition, and has a heart filled with 
goodneſs and magnanimity. . 2 

There is not perhaps, in all hiſtory, a greater in- 
ſtance of this temper of mind, than what appeared in 
that excellent perſon whoſe motto I have placed at the 
head of this paper. He had worn himſelf out in his 
application to fach ſtudies as made him uſeful or or- 


namental to the world, in concerting ſchemes for 


the welfare of his country, and in proſecuting ſuch 
meaſures as were neceſſary for making thoſe ſchemes 
effectual: But all this was done with a view to the 
publick good that ſhould riſe out of theſe generous 
85 22 | endea- 
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endeavours, and not to the fame which ſhould accrue 
to himſelf. Let the reputation. of the action fall 
where it would; ſo his country reaped the benefit of 
it, he was ſatisfied. As this turn of mind threw off 
in a great meaſure the oppoſitions of envy and com- 
petition, it enabled him to gain the moſt vain and im- 
practicable into his defigns, and to bring about ſever] 
_ great events for the fafety and advantage of the pub. 
lick, which muſt have died in the birth, had he been 
as deſirous of appearing beneficial to mankind, as of 
being fo, | 

As he was admitted into the ſecret and moſt retired 
thoughts and counſels of his royal maſter king il. 
liam, a great ſhare in the plan of the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion is univerſally aſcribed to him. And if he 
did not entirely project the union of the two kingdoms, 
and the bill of regency, which ſeem to have been 
the only methods in human policy for ſecuring to us 
{o ineſtimable a bleſſing, there is none who will deny 
him to have been the chief conductor in both theſe 
glorious works. For poſterity are obliged to allow 
him that praiſe after his death, which he induſtriouſly 
declined while he was living. His life indeed ſeems 
to have been prolonged beyond its natural term. Un- 
der thoſe indiſpoſitions which hung upon the latter 
part of it, that he might have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
the happy ſettlement take place, which he had pro- 
pores to himſelf as the principal end of all his publick 
abours. Nor was it a ſmall addition to bis happi- 
neſs, that by this means he ſaw thoſe who had been 
always his moſt intimate friends, and who had con- 
certed with him ſuch meaſures for the guaranty of the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, as drew upon them the diſplea- 
fare of men who were averſe to it, advanced to the 
higheſt poſts of truſt and honour under his preſent ma- 
jeſty. I believe there are none of theſe patriots, who 
will think it a derogation from their merit to have 
it faid, that they received many lights and advantages 
from their intimacy with my Lord Somert: Who had 
ſuch a general knowledge of affairs, and ſo tender 2 

concern ſor his friends, that whatever ſtation they 
n 9 5 | werg 
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were in, they uſually applied to him for his advice in 


every perplexity of buſineſs, and in affairs of the great- 
lt difficulty. | 
His life was, in every part of it, ſet off with that 

ceful modeſty and reſerve, which made his virtues 
more beautiful, the more they were caſt in ſuch agree - 
able ſhades. = | 


| His religion was fincere, not oftentatious ; and ſuch _ 


2s inſpired him with an univerſal benevolence towards 
all his fellow-ſubje&s, not with bitterneſs againſt any 
of them. He ſhewed his firm adherence to it as 
modelled by our national conſtitution, and was con- 
ſtant to its offices of devotion, both in publick and in 
his family. He appeared a champion for it with great 
reputation in the cauſe of the ſeven biſhops, at a time 
when the church was really in danger. To which we 
may add, that he held a {trick friendſhip and corre- 
ſpondence with the great archbiſhop 2¼lolſon, being 
Med by the ſame ſpirit of candour and moderation; 
nd moved rather with pity than indignation towards 
the perſons of thoſe, who differed from him in the un- 
eſſential parts of Chriſtianity. | 
His great humanity appeared in the minuteſt circum- 
ſtances of his converſation. You found it in the be- 
nevolence of his aſpect, the complacency of his beha- 
viour, and the tone of his voice, His great appli- 
ation to the ſeverer ſtudies of the law, has not infec- 
ted his temper with any thing poſitive or litigioas. He 
did not know what it was to wrangle on indifferent 
points, to triumph in the ſaperiority of his underſtand- 
ing, or to be ſupercilious on the ſide of truth. He 
joined the greateſt delicacy of good- breeding to the 
greateſt ſtrength of reaſon. By approving the fenti- 
wents of a perſon, with whom he converſed; in fach 
particulars as were juſt, he won him over from thoſe 
points in which he was miſtaken ; and had ſo agreeable 


away of conveying: knowledge, that whoever con- 


ferred with him grew the wiſer, without perceiving that 
he had been inſtructed. We may probably afcribe to 
this maſterly and engaging manner of converſation, the 
geateſtcem which he had gained with the late queen, 


Wire 
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while ſhe purſued thoſe meaſures which had carried the 
Britijh nation to the higheſt pitch of glory; notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe had entertaingd many unreaſonable preju- 
dices againſt him, before ſhe was acquainted with his 
perional worth and behaviour, 

As in his political capacity we have before ſeen how 
much he contributed to the eſtabliſhment of the pro- 
teilant intereſt, and the good of his native country, 
he was always true to theſe great ends. His character 
was uniform and conſiſtent with itſelf, and his whole 
conduct of a piece. His principles were founded in 
reaſon, and ſupported by virtue; and therefore did 
not lie at the mercy of ambition, avarice, or reſent- 
ment. His notions were no leis ſteady and unſhaken, 
than juſt and upright. In a word, he concluded his 
courſe among the fame well-choſen friendſhips and al- 
Frances, wich which he began it. 

This great man was not more conſpicuous as a pa- 
triot and a ſtateſman, than as a perſon of univerſal 
knowledge and learning. As by dividing. his time 
between the publick ſcenes of buſineſs, and the private 
- retirements of life, he took care to keep up both the 
great and good man; ſo by the ſame means he accom- 


pliſhed himſelf not only in the knowledge of men and. 


things, but in the {kill of the moſt refined arts and 
ſclences. That vnwearied diligence, which followed 
him through all the ſtages of his life, gave him ſuch 
a thorough infizht into the laws of the land, that he 
paſſed for one of the greateſt. maſters of his profeſ- 
ſion, at his firſt appearance in it. Though he made a 
rezulir progreſs through the ſeveral honours of the 
long robe, he was always looked upon as one who de- 
ſetved a ſuperior ſtation to that he was poſſeſſed off; 
till he arrived at the [higheſt dignity. to which thoſe 
ſtudies could advance him. 

He enjoyed in the hieheſt perfection two talents, 
which do not often meet in the {fame perſon, the great- 


eſt ſtrength of good ſenſe, and the moſt exquiſite taſte 
of yoliteneſs, Without the firſt, learning is but an. 


incumbrance; and without the laſt, is ungraceful. My 


lord Somers was maſter of theſe two qualifications in, 
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ſo eminent a degree, that all the parts of knowledge 
appeared in him with ſuch an additional ſtrength and 
beauty, as they want in the poſſeſſion of others. If he 
delivered his opinion of a piece of poetry, a ſtatue, or 

a picture, there was ſomething ſo juſt and delicate in 
his obſervations, as naturally produced pleaſure and aſ- 
ſent in thoſe who heard him. 3 
His ſolidity and elegance, improved by the reading 
of the fineſt authors both of the learned and modern 
languages, diſcovered itſelf in all his productions. 
His oratory was maſculine and perſuaſive, free from 
every thing trivial and affected. His ſtyle in writing 
was chaſte and pure, but at the ſaſhe time full of ſpi- 
rit and politeneſs; and fit to convey the molt intri- 
cate buſineſs to the underſtanding of the reader, with 
the utmoſt clearneſs and perſpicuity, And here it is 


as well as performed ſeveral actions, which he did not 
aſſume the honour of: Though at the ſame time fo 
many works of this nature have appeared, which eve- 
ry one has aſcribed to him, that I believe no author 
of the greateſt eminence would deny my lord Somers 


_- A 
This noble lord, for the great extent of his know- 
ledge and capacity, has been often compared with the 
lord Verulam, who had alſo. been chancellor of Eng- 
land. But the conduct of theſe two extraordinary per- 
ſons, under the ſame circumſtances, was vaſtly diffe- 
rent, They were both impeached by a houſe of com- 
mons. One of them, as he had given juſt occaſion 
for it, ſunk under it; and was reduced to ſuch an abject 
ſubmiſſion, as very much diminiſhed the luſtre of ſo 
exalted a character: But my lord Somers was too well 
nts, WW fortified in his integrity to fear the impotence of an 
eat» attempt upon his reputation; and though his accuſers 
aſte W would-gladly have dropped their impeachment he was 
an. Inſtant with them for the proſecution of it, and would 
My not let that matter reſt till it was brought to an iſſue. 
5 > | For the ſame virtue and greatueſs-of . 
0 a ; 


* 


to be lamented, that this extraordinary perſon, out of 
his natural averſion to vain-glory, wrote ſeveral pieces, 


to have been the beſt writer of the age in which he li- 
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him a diſregard of fame, made him impatient of an un- 
deſerved reproach. . 1 


There is no queſtion but this wonderful man will 


make one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed figures in the hiſ- 
tory of the preſent age; but we cannot expect that his 
merit will ſhine out in its proper light, ſince he wrote 
many things which are nat publiſhed in his name; was 
at the bottom of many excellent counſels, in which he 
did not appear; did offices of friendſhip to many per- 
ſons, who knew not from whom they were derived; 
and performed great ſervices to his country, the glory 
of which was transferred to others: In ſhort, ſince he 
made it his endeavour rather to do worthy actions thay 
to gain an illuſtrious character, | 


I: requires no ſmall degree of reſolution, to be 


Such a one raiſes a kind 
of alarm among his fellow - ſubjects, and by pretending 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf from the herd, becomes a mark 
of publick cenſure, and ſometimes a ſtanding object 
of raillery and ridicule. Writing is indeed a provo- 
cation to the envious, and an affront to the ignorant. 
How often do we ſee a perſon, whoſe intentions are 
viſibly to do good by the works which he publifhes, 
treated in as ſcurrilous a manner, as if he were an e- 
nemy to mankind? All the little ſcramblers after fame 
fall upon him, publiſh every blot in his life, depend 


upon hear - ſay to defame him, and have recourſe to 


their own invention, rather than faffer him to erect 

himſelf into an author with impunity. Even thoſe 

ho write on the moſt indifferent ſubjects, and arc 
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converſant only in works of taſte, are looked upon 
as men that make a kind of inſult upon ſociety, and 
ought to be humbled as diſturbers of the publick tran- 
quillity. Not only the nar] the malicious, which 
make a formidable party inwur{ifland, but the whole 
fraternity of writers riſe up in arms againſt every new 
intruder into the world of fame; and a thouſand to 
one, before they have done, prove him not only to 
be a fool, but a knave. Succeſsful authors do what 
they can to exclude a competitor, while the unſucceſs- 
ful with as much eagerneſs lay in their claim to him as 
a brother. This natural antipathy to 4 man who 
breaks his ranks, and endeavours to ſignalize his parts 
in the world, has very probably hindered many per- 
ſons from making their appearance in print, who might 
have enriched our country with better productions in 
all kinds than any that are now extant. The truth of 
it is, the active part of mankind, as they do molt for 
the good of their contemporaries, very deſervedly gain 
the greateſt ſhare in their applauſes ; while men of ſpe- 
culative endowments, who imploy their talents in writ- 
ing, as they may cqually benefit or amuſe ſucceeding 
ages, have generally the greateſt ſhare in the admiration 
of poſterity. Both good and bad writers may receive 
great ſatis faction from the proſpects of futurity; as in 
after-ages the former will be remembered and the latter 
breotren. eh a, 
Among all ſets of authors, there are none who draw 
upon themſelves more diſpleaſure, than thoſe who 
deal in political matters, which indeed is very often 
too juſtly incurred; conſidering that ſpirit of rancour 
and virulence, with which works of this nature ge- 
nerally abound, Theſe are not only regarded as au- 
thors, but as partiſans, and are ſure to exaſperate at 
leaſt one half of their readers. Other writers offend 
only the ſtupid or jealous among their countrymen 3 
but theſe, let their cauſe be never ſo juſt, muſt expect 
to irritate a ſupernumerary party of the ſelf- intereſted, 
prejudiced, and ambitious. They may however com- 
fort themſelves with conſidering, that if they gain any 
unjuſt reproach from one ſide, they generally acquire 
% more 
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more praiſe than they deſerve from the other; and that 
writings, of this kind, if conducted with candour and 
impartiality, have a more particular tendency to the 
good of their country, and of the preſent age, than any 
other compoſitions whatſoever. a 5 
To conſider an author farther, as the ſubject of 
obloquy and detraction: We may obſerve with what 
pleaſure a work is received by the invidious part of 
mankind, in which a writer falls ſhort of himſelf, and 
does not anſwer the character which he has acquired 
by his former productions. It is a fine ſimile in one 
of Mr. Congreve's prologues, which compares a writer 
to a buttering gameſter, that ſtakes all his winnings 
upon every caſt : ſo that if he loſes the laſt throw, 
he is ſure to be undone. It would be well for all au- 


thors, if, like that gentleman, they knew when to give 


over, and to deſiſt from any farther purſuits after fame, 
while they are in the full poſſeſhon of it. On the o- 


ther hand, there is not a more melancholy object in the 


learned world, than a man who has written himſelf 
down. As the publick is more diſpoſed to cenſure 
than to praiſe, his readers will ridicule him for his la 
works, when they have ſorgot to applaud thoſe which 
preceded them, In this caſe, where a man has loft 
his ſpirit by old age and infirmity, one could with that 
his friends and relations would keep him from the uſe 
of pen, ink, and paper, if he is not to be reclaimed by 
. / ᷑ ͤ ens | 

The author indeed often grows old before the man, 


. eſpecially if he treats on ſubjects of invention, or ſuch 
as ariſe from reflection upon human nature: For in 


this caſe, neither his own ſtrength of mind, nor thoſe 
7 5 of life which are commonly unobſerved, will 
urniſh him with ſufficient materials to be at the ſame 
time both pleaſing and voluminous. We find even 
in the ontward dreſs of poetry, that men who write 
much without taking breath, very oſten return to the 
ſame phraſes and forms of expreſſion, as well as to 


the ſame manner of thinking. Authors, who have 


thus drawn off the ſpirit of their thoughts, ſhould lie 


{till for ſome time, till their minds have gathered freſh 
| ; ; DEED ſtrength, 


? 3 3 


% 4. THE FREE-HOLDER gr 


ſtrength, and by reading, reflection and converſatien, 
laid in a new ſtock of elegancies, ſentiments and images 
of nature. The ſoil, that is worn with too frequent 
culture muſt lie fallow for a while, till it has recruited 
its exhauſted ſalts, and again enriched itſelf by the ven- 
tilations of the air, the dews of heaven, and the kindly 
influences of the ſun. Sh | : 

For my own part, notwithſtanding this general ma- 
levolence towards thoſe who communicate their thoughts 


in print, I cannot but look with a friendly regard on 


ſuch as do it, provided there is no tendency in their 
writings to vice and profaneneſs. If the thoughts of 
ſuch authors have nothing in them, they at leaſt do no 
harm, and ſhew an honeſt induſtry and a good inten- 
tion in the Compoſer. If they teach me any thing 1 
did not know before, I cannot but look upon myſelf 
as obliged to the writer, and conſider him as my par- 
ticular benefactor, if he conveys to me one of the great- 
eſt gifts that is in the power of man to beſtow, an im- 
provement of my underſtanding, and innocent amuſe- 
ment, or an incentive to ſome moral virtue. Were 
not men of abilities thus communicative, their wiſdom 
would be in a great meaſure uſeleſs, and their experi- 
ence uninſtructive. There would be no buſineſs in ſo- 
litude, nor proper relaxations in buſineſs. By theſe 
aſſſtances, the retired man lives in the world, if not 
above it; paſſion is compoſed; thought hmdered from 
being barren ; and the mind from preying upon itſelf, 
That eſteem, indeed, which is paid to good writers by 
their poſterity, ſufficiently ſhews the merit of perſons 
who are thus employed. Who does not now more 
admire Cicero as an author, than as a conſul of Rome 
And does not oftner talk of the celebrated writers of 
our own country, who lived in former ages, than of 
any other particular perſons among their contempora- 


ries and fellow-ſubjects ! | | 


When I conſider myſelf as a Briti/h free-holder, I 
am in a particular manner pleaſed with the labours of 
thoſe who have improved our language with the tranſ- 
lation of old Latin and Greek authors, and by that 
means let us into the knowledge of what paſſed in the 
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famous governments of Greece and Rome, We have 
already moſt of their hiſtorians in our own tongue: 
And what is ſtill more for the honour of our language, 
it has been taught to expreſs with elegance the greateſt 
of their poets in each nation. The illiterate among 
our countrymen may learn to judge from Dryden 
Virgil of the moſt perfect epic performance: And thoſe 

arts of Homer, which have already been publiſhed by 
Nr. Pope, give us reaſon to think that the //;ad will ap- 


pear in Exgliſh with as little diſadvantage to that im- 


mortal poem. | | | 

There is another author, whom I have long wiſhed 
to ſee well tranſlated into Eng/i/h, as his work is filled 
with a ſpirit of liberty, and more directly tends to raiſe 
ſentiments of honour and virtue tn his reader, than 
any of the poetical writings of antiquity, I mean the 
. Pharſalia of Lucan. This is the only author of con- 
ſideration among the Latin poets, who was not ex- 
plained for the uſe of the Dauphin, for a very obvious 
reaſon; becauſe the whole Phar/al;ia would have been 
no leſs than a ſatire upon the French form of govern- 
ment. The tranſlation of this author is now in the 
hands of Mr. Rowe, who has already given the world 
Tome admirable ſpecimens of it; and not only kept up 
the fire of the original, but delivered the ſentiments 
with greater perſpicuity, and in a finer turn of phraſc 
and verſe, EEE 1! 

As undertakings of ſo difficult a nature require the 
greateſt encouragement, one cannot but rejoice to ſee 
thoſe general ſubſcriptions which have been made to 
them; eſpecially ſince if the two works laſt mentioned 
are not finiſhed by thoſe maſterly hands, which are now 
employed in them, we may deſpair of ſeeing them at- 
tempted by others, 1 
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| Diſſentientis conditionibus 
© Foedis, et exemplo trahent? bait 
Perniciem veniens in aevum. Hor, 


S the care of our national commerce redounds 


hed more to. the riches and. proſperity of the pub- 
led lick, than any other act of government, it is 
aſe pity-that we do not ſee the ſtate of it marked out in 
aan every particular reign with greater diſtinction and accu- 


racy, than what is uſual among our Eugliſh hiſtorians. 
We may however obſerve in general, that the beſt and 
wiſeſt of our monarchs have not been leſs induſtrious to 
extend their trade, than their dominions ; as it mani- 


the people, if not to the glory of the ſovereign. 


ſeſtly turns in a much higher degree to the welfare of 


the ; The firſt of our kings who carried our commerce, 
rd WH and conſequently our navigation, to a very great height, 
vp Wl was Edward the third. This victorious prince, by his 
nts many excellent laws for the encouragement of trade, 
raſe enabled his ſubjects to ſupport him in his many glori- 
ous wars upon the continent, and turned the ſcale ſo 
the woch in favour of our Engliſßhh᷑ merchandiſe, that, by 
fee ff a balance of trade taken in his time, the exported com- 
> to MF modities amounted to two hundred ninety-four thouſand 
ned pounds, and the imported but to thirty- eight thouſand, 


-Elizabeth. As the firſt of theſe was for his great wiſdom 
very often ſtiled the Ergli/h Solomon, he followed the 
| example of that wiſe king in nothing more, than by ad- 
yancing the traffick of his people. By this means he 
reconciled to him the minds of his ſubjects, ſtrengthened 
himſelf in their affections, improved very much the na- 


tempts of bis enemies. 


day, __— | As 


vigation of the kingdom, and repelled the frequent at- 


Tphoſe of bis ſucceſſors, under whoſe regulations our 
trade flouriſhed moſt, were Henry the ſeventh and queen 


— 
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As for queen Elizabeth, ſhe had always the trade of 
her kingdom very much at heart, and we may obſerve 
the effects of it through the whole courſe of her reign, 
in the love and obedience of her people, as well as in 
the defeats and diſappointments of her enemies, 

It is with great pleaſure that we ſee our preſent ſove- 
reign applying his thoughts ſo ſuccèſsfully to the ad- 
vancement of our traffick, and conſidering himſelf as 
the king of a trading iſland. His majeſty has already 
gained very conſiderable advantages for his people, and 
is. {till employed in concerting ſchemes and forming 
treaties, for retrieving and enlarging our privileges in 
the world of commerce, | | 
1 ſhall only in this paper take notice of the treaty 
concluded at Madrid on the 14th of December laſt; 
1715; and by comparing it with that concluded at 
Utrecht on the gth of December, 17 13, ſhew ſeveral par- 
ticulars in which the treaty made with his preſent majeſty 
is more advantageous to Great Britain, than that which 
Was made in the laſt reign ; after this general obſerva- 
tion, that it is equally ſurprizing how ſo bad a treaty 
came to be made at the end of a'glorious and ſucceſsful 
war; and how ſo good an one has been obtained in the 
beginning of a reign diſturbed by ſuch inteſtine commo- 
tions. But we may learn from hence, that the wiſdom 
of a ſovereign, and the integrity of his miniſters, are 
more neceſſary for bringing about works of ſuch con- 
ſequence for the publick good, than any juncture of 
time, or any other the moſt favourable circumſtance. 
Me mult here premiſe, that by the treaty concluded 
at Madrid in 1667, the duties of importation payable 
upon the manufactures and products of Great Britain, 
amounted upon the eſtabliſned valuation in the Syn 
Book of Rates (after the deduction of the Gratia's) in 
Andalujia to 11 1-3 per Cent. in Valentia to 5 per Cent, 
and in Catalonia to about 7 per Cent. or leſs; and con- 
Jequently upon che whole aforeſaid trade, thoſe duties 
could not exceed 10 per Cent. in a medium. We 

Aſter this ſhort account of the ſtate of our trade witn . 60 
Spain, before the treaty of Utrecht under the late queen. Ws. 
ve muſt obſerve, that by the explanatory articles of mu ' 

; ; at 2 


— 


hſt mentioned treaty, the duties of importation upon 
of the products and manufactures of Great Britain were 


Ve avg ented in Andaluſia to 27 1-5 per Cent. at a medium. 


n, 25 by the late treaty made with his preſent majeſty 
in Wit Madrid, the ſaid duties are again reduced according 

to the aforeſaid treaty of 1667: And the deductian of 
To the Gratia's is eſtabliſhed as an inviolable law, whereas, 
d- before, the Gratia's of the farmers particularly were al- 
as together precarious, and depended entirely upon courteſy. 
7 That the common reader may underſtand the nature 
n 


Hain had laid higher duties upon gur Engli/h goods, 


with, he uſed to abate a certain part; which indulgence, 
ty or abatement, went under the name of a Gratia. But 
it, when he had farmed out theſe his cuſtoms to ſeveral of 
his ſubjects, the farmers, in order to draw more mer- 
chandiſe to their reſpective ports, and thereby to in- 
creaſe their own particular profits, nſed to make new 
abatements, or Gratia's, to the Britiſh merchants, en- 
deavouring ſometimes to outvy one another in ſuch in- 
dulgencies, and by that means to get a greater propor- 
tion of cuſtom into their own hands. ' 
But to proceed: The duties on exportation may be 
- 2a to be, raiſed by the Uzrecht treaty, near ay 
much as the foreſaid duties of importation : Whereas, 


reduced to their ancient ſtandard. 

Complaint having been made, that"the Spaniards af- 
ter the ſuſpenſion of arms had taken ſeveral. Neav-Fnge 
land and other Briti/h ſhips gathering ſalt at the iſland 
of Te ſertuga, a very fall and juſt report concerning tha 
affair was laid before her late majeſty, of which I ſhall 
give the reader the following extract: 


© ment of the continent of America, had a free acceſs 
{to this iſland; and have without i interruptions, unleſs 
ein time of war, uſed to take what ſalt they pl-aſed 
ih chere: And we have proofs of that uſage for above 


ſ re heen employed in that trade. _ — 
mY ” R 2 It 
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of theſe Gratia's, he muſt know that when the king of 


than what the merchants were able or willing to comply 


by the treaty made with his preſent majeſty, they = 


Jour majeſty's ſubjects have, from the firſt fertle- | 


* fifty Years, as appears by certificates of perious who 
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Alt doth not appear, upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, that 
the Spauiardt inhabited or ever ſettled on the ſaid 
« iſland; nor is it probable they ever did, it being all 
6 either barren rock, or dry ſand, and having no freſh 


Vater or proviſions in it. 


We take leave to lay before your majeſty, the con- 
4 ſequence of your majeſty's ſubjects being prohibited 
© to fetch Salt at Triaga, which will in part appear 
6. from the number of ſhips uſing that trade, being, as 
s — are inſormed, one year with another, about 100 
4 fail. t dt url n W 
Ihe falt carried from thence to New-England is 
s nfed chiefly for curing of fiſh, which is either C0, 
s Scale-fiſh, or Mackrel : The former of which is the 
6 principal branch of the returns made from the conti- 
+ nent of Great Britain by way of Spain, Portugal and 
the Straits, for the woollen and other goods, ſent 
from this kingdom thither, Beſides which, the Scal:- 
s f/hþ and Mackrel are of ſuch conſequence, that the 
Sugar Iflands cannot ſubſiſt without them, their Ne- 
4 groes being chiefly ſupported by this fiſh ; So that if 
they were not ſupplied therewith from New-Z#ngland, 
5 (which they cannot be, if your majeſty's ſubjects are 
prohibited from getting falt at Tertuga) they would 
not be able to carry on their ſugar works. This hath 
been confirmed to us by ſeveral confiderable planters 
concerned in thoſe parts. e 
Upon the whole, your majeſty's ſubjects having 
enjoyed an uninterrupted uſage of gathering ſalt at 
4 Tertuga ever ſince the firſt ſettlement of the continent 
© as aforeſaid, we humbly ſubmit to your majeſty the 
© conſequence of preſerving that uſage and right upon 
«which the trade of your majeſty's plantations ſo much 
c depends.” | N 4 ; | | 3 wy | 
- Notwithſtanding it appears from what is above-writ- 
ten, that our Sugar Iſlands were like to ſuffer conſide- 
rably for want of fiſh from Næw-England, no care was 
taken to have this matter remedied by the explanatory 
articles, which were poſterior to the above - mentioned 
TT Hens ET 
However in the third article of the treaty made with 


= 


— 


his 
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his preſent majeſty, this buſineſs is fully ſettled to our 
advantage. 3 | A 
The Briti/h merchants having had ſeveral hardſhips 

put upon them at Bilboa, which occaſioned the decay 
of our trade at that place, the ſaid merchants did make 
and execute in the year 1700, a treaty of privileges 
with the magiſtrates and inhabitants of St. Ander, very 
much to the advantage of this kingdom, in order to their 
removing and ſettling there: The effect of which was 
prevented by the death of king Charles the ſecond of 


Spain, and the war which ſoon after enſued. This mat- 


| ter, it ſeems, was ſlighted or neglected by the managers 


of the Uzrecht treaty: For, by the 1 4th article of that 


| treaty, there is only liberty given to the Britiſh ſubjects 


to ſettle and dwell at St. Ander, upon the terms of the 9th 


and 30th articles of the treaty of 1667, which are ge- 


neral. But no regard was had to the forementioned 


| treaty of privileges in 1700; whereas by the ſecond 


article of the treaty now made with his preſent majeſty, 


| the forementioned treaty of privileges with St. Ander 


is confirmed and ratified. 


Another conſiderable advantage is, that the F rench, 


by the treaty made with his preſent majeſty, are to pay 
the ſame dutics at the Dry-Ports, through which they 


| paſs by land-carriage, as we pay upon importation or 


exportation by ſea ; which was not provided for by the 


Utrecht treaty. 


By the Schedula's annexed to the treaty of 1667, the 


valuable privilege of having judge-conſervators (ap- 


pointed to make a more ſpeedy and leſs expenſive deter- 
mination of all controverſies arifing in trade) was fully 
eſtabliſhed. But by the 15th article of Urecht that 
privilege was in eſſect given up. For it is therein only 
ſtipulated, That in caſe any other nation have that pri- 


vilege, we ſhall in like manner eijey it. But by the 


th article of the treaty now made with his preſent ma- 
Flty it is ſtipulated, that ave hall enjoy all the rights, 


privileges, franchiſes, exemptions, and immunities aobat- 


ſeever, which we enjoyed by virtue of the rayal Schedula's 
er ordinances 45 the treaty of 1677. So that hereby the 
Privilege of judge-conſervators-is again confirmed to us. 
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As nothing but the reputation of his majeſty in fo- 
reign countries, and of his fixed purpoſes to purſue the 
real good of his kingdoms, could bring about treaties 
of this nature: So it is impoſſible to reflect with patience 
on the folly and ingratitude of thoſe men, who labour 
to diſturb him in the mid{ of theſe his royal cares, and 
to miſrepreſent his generous endeavours for the good 
of his people. 
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O fortunatos mercatores ! ———=— Hos, 


N. EVERAL authors have written on the advantage 
8 of trade in general; which is indeed ſo copious 
- a ſubject, that as it is impoſſible to exhauſt it in 
a ſhort diſcourte, fo it is very difficult to obſerve any 
thing new upon it. I ſhall, therefore, only conſider 
trade in this paper, as it is abſolutely neceſſary and eſ- 
ſential to the ſafety, ſtrength and proſperity of our own 
nation. 5 | 1 8 | 
In the fifſt place, as we are an iſland accommodated 
on all ſides with convenient ports, and encompaſſed with 
navigable ſeas, we ſhould be inexcuſable, if we did not 
make theſe bleſſings of providence and advantages of 
nature turn to their proper account. The moſt cele- 
bra ed merchants in the world, and thoſe who make the 
| greater figure in antiquity, were ſituated in the little 
Hand of 7yre, which, by the prodigious increaſe of its 
wealth and ſtrength at ſea, did very much influence the 
moſt conſiderable kingdoms and empires on the neigh- 
| bouxing continent, and gave birth to the Carthoginians, 
who afterwards exceeded all other nations in naval 
power. The old Bre was indeed ſeated on the conti- 
nent, from whence the inhabitants, after having been 
belieged by the great king of Viria for the ſpace of 
thirteen years, withdrew themſelyes and their cifects _=_ 
. 6 6 
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3 the iſland of Tyre, where by the benefit of ſuch a ſitua- 


10 tion, a trading people were enabled to hold out for many 
es pes againſt the attempts of their enemies, and became 
ce the merchants of the world. TOE 
ur Farther; as an iſland, we are acceſſible on every ſide, 
id and expoſed to perpetual invaſions; againſt which it is 


4 mpoſſible to fortify ourſelves ſufficiently, without ſuch 
a power at ſea, as is not to be kept up, but by a people 
who flourith in commerce. To which we muſt add, that 
our inland towns being deſtitute of fortifications, it is our 
indiſpenſable concern to preſerve this our naval ſtrength, 
which is as a general bulwark to the Br:ti/h nation. 

Beſides; as an iſland, it has not been thought agree- 
able to the true Hritiſh policy to make acquiſitions upon 
the continent. In lien, therefore, of ſuch an increaſe 
of dominion, it is our buſineſs to extend to the utmoſt 
our trade and navigation. By this means we reap the 


ge advantages of conqueſt, without violence or injuſtice; 

us ve not only ſtrengthen ourſelves, but gain the wealth 

in of our neighbours in an honeſt way; and, without any 

1 act of hoſtility, lay the ſeveral nations of the world 

er under a b ind of contribution. | 4 

= Secondly, Trade is fitted to the nature of our country, I 

in 28 it abounds with a great profuſion of commodities of | 
its own growth very convenient for other countries 

ed and is naturally deſtitute of many things ſuited to the BY 

th exigences, ornaments and pleaſures of life, which may 5 

ot be fetched from foreign parts. But, that which is more 3 

of particularly to be remarked, our Hritiſh products are of 

e- bah kinds and quantities, as can turn the balance of 

he trade to our advantage, and enable us to ſell more to 

le foreigners, than we have occaſion to buy from them. 

its To this we muſt add, that by extending a well-regu- 

he ated trade, we are as great gainers by the commodities - 

h- of many other countries, as by tho'e of our own nati- f 

4 Won; and by ſupplying foreign markets with the growth 2 

al and manufactures of the moſt diſtant regions, we receive 


ti- the ſame profit from them, as if they were the produce 
en of onr own iſlancd. 


of : Thirdly, We are not a little obliged to trade, as it 
to bas been a great means of civilizing our nation, and 
he Wn: | 5 baniſhing 4 
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baniſhing out of it all the remains of its ancient barba- 
rity. There are many bitter ſayings againſt iſlanders in 
ge repreſenting them as ſieree, treacherous, and 
mhoſpitable. Thoſe who live on the continent haye 
ſuch opportunities of a frequent intercourſe with men of 
different religions and languages, and who live under 
different laws and governments, that they become more 
# kind, benevolent, and open-hearted to their fellow-crea- 
| . tures, than thoſe who are the inhabitants of an iſland, 
” =< that hath not ſuch; converſations with the reſt of the 
ſpecies. . Caeſar's obſervation upon our fore-fathers is 
very much to our preſent purpoſe ; who remarks, That 
thoſe of them that lived upon the coaſt, or in ſe2-port 
towns, were much more civilized, than thoſe who had 
their dwellings in the inland country, by reaſon of fre- 
quent communications with their neighbours on the 
continent. | | i 
In the laſt place, trade is abſolutely neceſſary for us, 
as our country is very populous. It employs multitudes 
of hands both by ſea and land, and furniſhes the pooreſt 
of our fellou- ſubjects with the opportunities of gaining 
an honeſt livelihood. The fkilful or induſtrious find 
their account in it: And many, who have no fixed 
property in the ſoil of our country, can make them- 
{elves maſters of as conſiderable eſtates, as thoſe who 
have the greateſt portions of the land deſcending to them 
by inheritance. r | 
If what has been often charged upon us by our neigh- 
* bours has any truth in it, That we are prone to ſedi- 
_ tion, and delight in change, there is no cure more pro- 
_ per for this evil than trade, which thus ſupplies buſineſs 
to the active, and wealth to the indigent. When men 
are eaſy in their circumſtances, they are naturally ene- 
mies to innovations: And indeed we fee in the courſe 
of our Engliſb hiſtories, many of our popular commo- 
tions have taken their rite from the decay of ſome branch 
of commerce, which created diſcontents among perſons 
concerned in the manufactures of the kingdom, When 
men are 'oured with poverty, and unemployed, they 
eaſily give into any proſpect of change, which may bet- 
ter their condition, and cannot make it much worſe. 
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| Since therefore it is manifeſt, that the promoting of 


| or declaration of the duties of import and 
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pur trade and commerce is neceſſary and eſſential to our 
ſecurity and ſtrength, our peace and proſperity, it is our 
gticular happineſs to ſee a monarch on the throne, 
who is ſenſible of the true intereſt of his kingdoms, and 
applies himſelf with ſo much ſucceſs to the advancement 
of our national commerce. | 1919.7 

The reader may ſee, in my laſt paper, the advan- 
tages which his majeſty has gained for us in our Spari/h 
trade. In this, 1: ſhall give a. ſhort account of thoſe 
procured for us from the Auſtrian Low-countries, by 
virtue of the 26th. article of the Barrier Treaty made at 
Antwerp the 1 5th of November laſt, + LS 
This branch of our trade was regulated by a Tar:f, 
ort in the 
jear 1670, which was ſuperſeded by another made in 
1680, that continued till this laſt Tar ſettled in 1715 
with his preſent majeſty; As for the two former, thoſe 
who are at the pains of peruſing them will find the Tar; 
of 1670 laid higher duties on ſeveral confiderab 
branches of our trade, than that of 1680, but in many 
particulars was more favourable to us than the latter. 
Now, by the preſent Tariff of 1715, theſe duties are 


fixed and regulated for the future by thoſe which were 


moſt favourable in either of the former Tariffs : And 
all our products and manufactures (one only excepted, 
which I ſhall name by and by) fettled upon rather an 


eaſier foot than ever. SIS 
Our woollen cloths, being the moſt profitable branch 


of our trade into theſe countries, have by this means 


gained a very conſiderable advantage. For the Tariff 


of 1680 having laid higher duties npon the finer ſorts, 
and lower duties on ordinary cloth, than what. were 
ſettled in the Tariff of 1670, his majeſty has, by the 
preſent. treaty, reduced the duties on the finer forts to 
the Tariff of 1670, and confirmed the duties on ordi- 
nary cloth according to the Tariff of 1680. Infomuch 
that this preſent Tariff of 1715, conſidered with relation 
to this valuable part of our trade, reduces the duties 
at leaſt one ſixth part, ſuppoſing the exportation of all 


ſorts to be equal. But as there is always a much greater 
5g * 
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exportation of the ordinary cloth, than of the finer 
Torts, the reduction of theſe duties becomes till much 
more conſiderable, 140 

We muſt farther obſerve, that there had been ſeveral 
innovations made to the detriment of the Eugliſh mer- 
chants ſince the Tarif of 1680; all which innovations 
are now entirely ſet aſide upon every ſpecies of goods, 
except butter, which is here particularly mentioned, 
becauſe we cannot be too minute and circumſtantial in 
accounts of this nature. This article however is mo- 
derated, and is rated in proportion to what has been, 
and is ſtill to be, paid by the Dutch. 

As our commerce with the Netherlands is thus ſettled 
to the advantage of our Hritiſh merchants, ſo is it much 
to their ſatisfaction: And if his majeſty, in the ſeveral 
ſucceeding parts of his reign (which we hope may be 
many years prolonged) ſhould advance our commerce 
in the ſame proportion as he has already done, we may 
expect to ſee it in a more flouriſhing condition, than 
under any of his royal anceſtors. He ſeems to place his 
greatneſs in the riches and proſperity of his people; and 
what may we not hope from him in a time of quiet and 
tranquillity? ſince, during the late diſtractions, be has 
done fo much-for the advantage of. our trade, when we 
could not reaſonably expect he ſhould, have been able 
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I.,n fatriam populumque fluxit. _ HoR, 

3 NE. would wonder how any perſon endowed 
0 with the ordinaty principles of prudence and 
AZ. humanity, ſhout? deſire to be king of a coun- 

try, in which the eſtabliſhed religion is directly oppo- 
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ſite to that which he himſelf profeſſes. Were it poſ- . 
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fble for ſuch a one to accompliſh his deſigns, his own 
reaſon muſt tell him, there could not be a more uneaſy 
prince, nor a more unhappy people. But how it can 
enter into the wiſhes of any private perſons to be the 
ſubjects of a man, whoſe faith obliges him to uſe the 
moſt effectual means for extirpating their religion, is 

altogether incomprehenſible, but upon the ſuppoſition 

that whatever principles they ſeem to adhere to, their 
tereſt, ambition, or revenge, is much more active 

and predominant in their minds, than the love of their 

country, or of its national worſhip. . 
have never heard of any one particular benefit which 
either the Pretender himſelf, or che favourers of his 
auſe, could promiſe to the Br; 7/7 nation from the 

ſucceſs of his pretenſions ; though che evils which would 

ariſe from it, are numberleſs and evid:nt, Theſe men 
content themſelves with one general aſſertion which of- 
ten appears in their writings, and' in their diſcourſe, 
That the kingdom will never be quiet ti!] he is upon 
the throne. If by this poſition is meant, that thoſe will 
never be quiet who would endeavour to pl:.-e bim there, 
it may poſſibly have ſome truth in it; thovgh we hope 
even theſe will be reduced to their obedience by the 
care of their ety, if not by the ſenſe of their duty. 
But on the other ſide, how ineffectual would this ſtrange 
expedient be, for eſtabliſhing the publick quiet and tran- 
quility, ſhould it ever take place! for, by way of ar- 
gument, we may ſuppoſe impoſſibilities. Would that 
party of men which comprehends the moſt wealthy, 
and the moſt valiant, of the kingdom, and which, were 

the cauſe put to a trial, would undoubtedly appear the 
moſt numerovs, (for I am far from thinking all thoſe 
who are diſtinguiſhed by the name of Tories, to be fa- 
vourers of the Pretender) can we, I ſay, ſuppoſe theſe 
men would live quiet under a reign which they have 
hitherto, oppoſed, and from which rhey apprehend ſuch 
a manifeſt deſtruction to their country? Can we ſup- 
poſe our preſent royal family, who are ſo powerful in 
forrion:dominions, ſo ſtrong in their relations and al- 
lances, and fo univerſally ſupported by the Proteſtant 
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intereſt of Europe, would continue quiet, and not make 
vigorous and repeated attempts for the recovery of their 
right, ſhould it ever be wreſted ont of their hands? Can 
we imagine that our Britiſh clergy would be quiet un- 
der a prince, who is zealous for his religion, and ob- 
liged by it to ſubvert thoſe doctrines, , which it is their 
duty to defend and propagate ?- Nay would any of thoſe 
men themſelves, who are the champions of this deſpe- 
rate cauſe, unleſs ſuch of them as are profeſſed Roman- 
Catholicks, or diſpoſed to be ſo, live quiet under a go- 
vernment which at the beſt would make uſe of all in- 
direct methods in favour of a religion, that is incon- 
ſiſtent with our laws and liberties, and would impoſe 
on us ſuch a yoke, as neither we nor our fathers: were 
able to bear? All the quiet that could be expected from 
ſuch a reign, muſt be the reſult of abſolute power on 
the one hand, and a deſpicable ſlavery on the other: 
And'I helieve every reaſonable man will be of the Ko- 
man hiſtorian's opinion, that a diſturbed liberty is bet- 
ter than a quiet ſervitude. - ; | 
There is not indeed a greater abſurdity than to ima- 
gine the quiet of a nation can ariſe from an eſtabliſh- 
ment, in which the king would be of one communion, 
and the people of another; eſpecially when the religion 
of the ſovereign carries in it the utmoſt malignity to 
that of the ſubject. If any of our Engliſh monarchs 
might have hoped to reign quietly under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, it would have been king Charles II, who was 
received with all the joy and good-will that are natu- 
ral to a people, newly reſcued from a tyranny which 
had long oppreſſed them in ſeveral ſhapes. But this 
monarch. was too wiſe to own himſelf a Romuan-Catho- 
lick, even in that juncture of time; or to imagine it 
practicable for an avowed Popiſn prince to govern 4 
Proteſtant people. His brother tried the experiment, 
and every one knows the ſucceſs of it. 
As ſpeculations are beſt ſupported by facts, I ſhall 
add to theſe domeſtick examples one or two parallel in- 
ſtances out of the Swedi/Þ hiſtory, which may be ſut- 
ficient.to ſhew! us that a ſcheme of government is im- 
ꝓracticable, in which the head does not agree _—_ 
| 2 | ody, 
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body, in that point, which is the greateſt concern to 
EY able creatures. Saueden is the only Proteſtant 
kingdom in Europe, beſides this of Great Britain, which 
has had the misfortune to ſee Popiſh princes upon the 
throne; and we find that they behaved themſelves as 
we did, and as it is natural for men to do, upon the 
ſame occaſion. Their king S7g1/jnond having, contrary 
o the inclinations of his people, endeavoured by ſeve- 
ral clandeſtine methods, to promote the Raman - Catho- 
lick religion among his ſubjects, and ſhewn ſeveral 
marks of favour to their prieſts and Jeſuits, was, after a 
very ſhort reign, depoſed by the ſtates of that kingdom, 
being repreſented as one who could neither be held by 
oaths nor promiſes, and over-ruled by the influence of 
bis religion, which diſpenſes with the violation of the 
moſt ſacred engagements that are oppolite to its inte- 
reſts. The ſtates, to ſhew farther their apprehenſions of 
Popery, and how incompatible they thought the prin- 
ciples of the church of Rome in a ſovereign were with 
_ i thoſe of the reform'd religion in his ſubjects, agreed 
ime. WT that his ſon ſhould ſucceed: to the throne, provided he 
liſh. W were brought up a Proteſtant. This the father ſeem- 
non, ingly complicd with: but afterwards refuſing to give 
gion bim ſuch an education, the ſon was likewiſe ſet aſide, 
y to ud for ever excluded from that ſucceſſion. The fa- 
'rchs W mous queen Chri/tina, daughter to the great Guftavus, 
um- vas ſo ſenſible of thoſe troubles which would accrue 
was both to herſelf and her people, ſhould ſhe avow the 
1ato. MW Koman-Catholick religion while ſhe was upon the throne 
ich of Swweder: ; that ſhe did not make an open profeſſion 
this of that faith, till ſhe had reſigned her crown, and was 
ho- actually. upon her journey to Rome... © 45} 
ne it In ſhort, if there be any political maxim, which may 
rn à be depended upon as ſure and infallible, this is one; 
nent, that it is impoſſible for a nation to be happy, where a 
people of the reformed religion are governed by a king 
ſhall MW that is a Papiſt. Were he indeed only a nominal K- 
el in» MW 1man-Catholick, there might be a poſſibility of peace and 
ſuf. quiet under ſuch a reign; but if he is fincere in the 
im- inciples of his church, he muſt treat heretical ſub; 
h the jects as that church directs him, and knows very well, 
_— . 
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that he ceaſes to be religious, when he ceaſes to be a 


perſecutor. | 4 


- Monday, May 21. 
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Multaque praeterea variarum monſtra ferarum 
Centauri in foribus flabulant Scyllaeque biformes, 
Et centum-geminus Briareus, ac bellua Lernae 
Horrendum ſtridens, flammiſque armata Chimaera, 
Gorgones, Harpyaeque, et forma tricorporis umbrae. 
Corripit hic ſubita trepidus formidine ferrum 
Encas, ſtrictamque aciem venientibus offert, 

Et, ni docta comes tennes fine corpore vitas 
Adimeneat volitare cava ſub imagine formae, 
trruat, et fruſtra ferro diverberet umbras. VIRG. 


. S I was laſt Friday taking a walk in the park, I 


ſaw a country gentleman at the fide of R/z- 
mond's pond, pulling a handful of oats out of 
his pocket, and with a great deal of pleaſure, gather- 
ing the ducks about him. Upon my. coming up to him, 
who ſhould it be but my friend the fox-hunter, whom 
I gave ſome account of in my 22d paper? I immedi- 
ately joined him, and partook of his diverſion, till he 
had not an oat left in his pocket. We then made the 
tour of the park together, when after having entertain- 
ed me with the deſcription of a decoy-pond that lay 
near his ſeat in the country, and of a meeting-houſe 
that was going to be re-built in a neighbouring market- 
town, he gave me an account of ſome very odd adven- 
tures which he had met with that morning ; and which 
I ſhall lay together in a ſhort and faithful hiſtory, as well 
"ns memory will give me leave. © © 
My friend, who has a natural averſion to London, 
would never have come up, had not he been ſubpoena'd 
to it, as.he told me, in order to give his teſtimony for 
one of the rebels, whom he knew to be a very fair ſports- 
. : | wa 9 man. 


W 


man, Having travelled all night, to avoid the incon- 
xeniencies of duſt and heat, he arrived with his guide, 
alittle after break of day, at Charing-Croſs ; where, to 
this great ſurprize, he ſaw a running footman carried in 
chair, followed by a water-man in the ſame kind of 
vehicle, He was wondering at the extravagancies of 


Pax THE PREE-HOLDER 20) 


their maſters, that furniſhed them with ſach dreſſes and 
xccommodations, when on a ſudden he beheld a chim- 
ney-ſweeper, convey'd after the ſame manner, with 


three footmen running before him. During his pro- 


gels through the Strand, he met with ſeveral other 
foures no leſs wonderful and ſurprizing. Sceing a great 


that perſons of quality were up ſo early: And was no 
kſs aſtoniſhed to ſee many Jawyers in their bar-gowns, 
when he knew by his almanack the term was ended, 
As he was extremely 77 58 and confounded in him 


RG, elf what all this ſhould mean, a hackney- coach chanc- 
ing to paſs by him, four Batts popp'd ont their heads 

„ I Wall at once, which very much frighted both him and 

2/a- lis horſe. My friend, who always takes care to cure 

t of lis horſe of ſuch ſtarting fits, ſpurred him up to the 

her- very fide of the coach, to the no ſmall diverſon of the 

aim, WF Barts ; who, ſeeing him with his long whip, horſe-hair 

dom perriwig, jockey belt, and coat without ſleeves, ſancicd 

edi- W him to be one of the maſqueraders on horſeback, and 

1 he Wreceived him with a loud peal of laughter. His mind 

the being full of idle ſtories, which are ſpread up and down 

an- the nation by the diſaffected, he immediately concluded 

„ that all the perſons he ſaw in theſe ſtrange habits were 

ouſe 

ket- Wl them, for pretending to laugh at an Eugliſh country- 

ven- geatleman, But he ſoon recovered out of his error, 

hich y hearing the voices of ſeveral of them, and particu- 

well krly of a ſhepherdeſs quarrelling with her coachman, and 
threatning to break his bones in very intelligible Z nugliſh, 

an, though with a maſculine tone. His aſtoniſhment ſtill in- 

nad creaſed upon him, to ſee a continued proceſſion of Har- 

for lequins) Scaramouches, Punchinello's, and a thouſand 

orts- other merry dreſſes, by which people of quality diſtin= _ 

nan. e Ep: > 


foreigners, and conceived a. great indignation againſt 


guſh their wit from that of the vulgar, | 
A "S 3 Being 


many in rich morning-gowns, he was amazed to find 
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Being now advanced as far as Somer/et-Houſe, and 
obſerving it to be the great hive whence this ſwarm of 
chimeras iſſued forth ſrom time to time, my friend took 
his ſtation among a cluſter of mob, who were makin 
themſelves merry with their betters. The firſt that 
came out, was a very venerable matron, with a ncife 
an! chin, that were within a very little of touching one 
another. My friend, at the firſt view fancying her to 
be an old woman of quality, out of his good breeding 
put of his hat to her, when the perſon pulling off her 
ma ſque, to his great ſurprize, appeared a ſmock-fac' 
young fellow. His attention was ſoon taken off from 
- this object, and turned to another that had very hollow 
eyes and a wrinkled face, which flouriſned in all the 
bloom of fifteen, The whiteneſs of the lily was blen 
ded in it with the bluſh of the roſe, He miſtook it for 
a whimſical kind of maſque; but upon a nearer view 
he found that ſhe held her vizard- in her hand, and 
that what he ſaw was only her natural countenance, 
touched up-with the uſual improvements. of an aged co- 
quette. 8 : „ | 
The next who ſhewed herſelf was a female Quaker, 
ſo very pretty, that he could not - forbear licking his 
lips, and ſaying to the mob about him, Ti ten thou- 

and pities ſhe is not aChurch-woman, The Quaker was 
followed by. half a dozen nuns, who filed off one after 
another up Katharine-/treet, to their reſpective convents 
JJ i it 34 
The *fquire obſerving the preciſeneſs of their dreſs, 
began now to imagine after al, that this was a neſt of 
ſectaries; for he had often heard that the town was 
full of them. He was confirmed in this opinion upon 
ſeeing a conjurer, whom he gueſſed to be the holder- 
forth. However, to ſatisfy himſelf, he aſked a porter, 
| who ſtood next him, what religion theſe people were 
of ? The porter reply'd, They are of no religion ; lisa 
maſquerade. Upon that, ſays my friend, I began to 
ſmoke that they were a parcel of mummers ; and being 

imfelf one of the quorum in his own county, could 
not but wonder that none of the gr 9c juſtices took 
care to lay ſome of them by the heels. He was the 

HE | : „ More 


* 
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more provoked in the ſpirit of magiſtracy , upon diſcos 
vering two very unſeemly objects: The firſt was a 
judge» Who rapp'd out a great oath at his footman ; and 
the other a big-belly'd woman, who upon taking a leap 
into the coach, miſcarry'd of a cuſhion, What ſtill 
ge him greater offence was a drunken biſhop, who 
reeled from one fide of the court to the other, and was 
very ſweet upon an Indian queen. But his worſhip, 
in the midſt of his auſterity, was'mollify'd at the fight 
of a very lovely milk-maid, whom he began to regard 
with, an eye of mercy, and conceived a particular affe- 
Qion for her, till he found, to his great amazement, 
that the Randers-by ſuſpected her to be a dutcheſs. 

J muſt not conclude this narrative without mention- 
ing one diſaſter which happened to my friend on this 
occafion, Having for his better convenience diſmoun- 
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ted, and mixed among the croud, he found upon his 


arrival at the inn, that he had loſt his purſe and alma- 
mack. And though tis no wonder ſuch a trick ſhould 
be played him by ſome. of the curious ſpectators, he 
cannot beat it out of his head, but that it was a cardi- 
nal who picked his pocket, and that this cardinal was 
a Presbyterian in diſguiſe, | 


Nas. Friday, May 25. 
Monium riſus preti um eſt fi probitatis impendio con- 
Hat. | QUINTIL. . 


HAVE lately read, with much 5 the ef- 
- fays upon ſeveral ſubjects publiſhed by Sir Richard 
WL Blackmore ; and though I agree with him in many 
of his excellent obſervations, I cannot but take that 
reaſonable freedom, which he himfelf makes ufe of, 
with regard to othergyriters, to diſſent for him in ſome 
few particulars. In-his refſections upon works of wit 
and humour, he obſerves how unequal they are to ow 


: 
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bat vice and ſolly; and ſeems to think, that the fineſt 
raillery and ſatire, though directed by theſe generous 
views, never reclaimed one vicious man, or made one 
fool depart from his folly. 

This is a poſition very hard to be contradicted, be- 
cauſe no author knows the number or names of his con- 
verts. As for the Tatlers and Spectators in particu - 

lar, which are obliged to this ingenious and alle au- 
thor for the character he has given of them, they were 
ſo generally diſperſed in ſingle ſheets, and have ſince 
been printed in fo great numbers, that it is to be hop- 
ed they have made ſome proſelytes to the intereſt, if 
not to the practice of wiſdom and virtue, ns boch 

a multitude of readers. 

I need not remind this learned gentleman ; that 80. 
crates, who was the greateſt propagator of morality in 
the Heathen world, and a martyr for the unity of the 
Godhead, was fo ſamous for the exerciſe of this talent 
among the politeſt people of antiquity, that he gained 
the name of (6 &:pwr) the Drole. N 

There are very good effects which viſibly aroſe from 
the above-mentioned performances, and others of the 
like nature; as, in the firſt place, they diverted rail- 
lery from proper objects, and gave a new turn to ri- 
dicule, which for many years had been exerted on per- 
ſons and things of a ſacred and ſerious nature, They 
endeavonred to make mirth inſtructiye, and if they fail- 
ed in this great end, they muſt be allowed at leaſt to 
have made it innocent. If wit and humour began a- 
gain to relapſe into their former licentiouſneſs, they can 
never hope for approbation-from tho'e who know that 
raillery i is uſeleſs when it has no moral under it, and 
pernicious when it attacks any thing that is either un- 
blameable or praiſe-worthy. To this we may add, what 
has been commonly obſerved; that it is not difficult to 
be merry on the ſide of vice, as ſerioùs objects are the 
moſt capable of ridicule; as the party, which natural- 
ly favour ſuch a mirth, is the moſt numerous; and as 
there are the moſt ſtanding jeſts and patterns for imi- 
tation in this kind of writing. 

In the next place; Such e of wit and hu- 
= 5 mour, 


nm it is impoſſible for detached. papers, which come 
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mour, as have a tendency to expoſe vice and folly, fur- 
niſh uſeful diverſions to all kinds of readers. The good 
or prudent man may, by theſe means, be diverted with- 
out 3 to his diſcretion, or morality. Raillery, 
under ſuch regulations, unbends the mind from ſerious 
ſtudies and ſeverer contemplations, without throwing 
it of from its proper bias. It carries on the ſame de- 
ſign that is promoted by authors of a graver turn, and 
only does it in another manner. It alſo awakens re- 
fetion in thoſe who are the moſt indifferent in the cauſe 
of virtue or knowledge, by ſetting before them the ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch practices as are generally unobſerved, 
by reaſon of heir being common or faſhionable : Nay, 
it ſometimes catches the diſſolute and abandoned before 
they are aware of it: who are often betrayed to laugh 
at themſelves, and upon reflection find, that they are 
merry at their own expence. I might farther take no- 
tice, that by-entertainments of this kind, a man may 
be chearful in ſolitude, and not be forced to ſeek for 


| company every time he has a mind to be merry. 


The laſt advantage I ſhall mention from compoſi- 
tions of this nature when thus reſtrained, is, that they 
ſhew wiſdom and virtue are far from being inconſiſtent 
with politeneſs and good humour, They make mora- 
lity appear amĩable to people of gay diſpoſitions and 
refute the common objection againſt religion, which re- 
preſents it as only fit for gloomy and melancholy tem- 
pers. It was the motto of a biſhop very eminent for 
his piety and good works in king Charles the ſecond's 
reign, /nſervi Dev et [artare, Serve God and be chear= 
ful. Thoſe therefore who ſupply the world with ſuch 
entertainments of mirth as are inſtructive, or at leaſt 
harmleſs, may be thought to deſerve well of mankind; 
to which I ſhall only add, that they retrieve the ho- 
nour of polite learning, and anſwer thoſe ſour Enthu- 
Gaſts who affect to ſtigmatize the fineſt and moſt elegant 
authors, both ancient and modern (which they have 
never read) as dangerous to religion, and deſtructive 
of all {ound and faving knowledge. 

Our nation are ſuch lovers of mirth and humour, 


out 
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ont on ſtated days, either to have a general run, or 


long continuance, if they are not diverſiſied, and en- 
liyened from time to time, with ſubjects and thoughts, 
accommodated to. this taſte, which ſo prevails among 
our countrymen. No periodical author, hg always 
2 his gravity, and does not ſometimes ſacrifice 
td. the Graces, mult expect to keep in vogue for any 
conſiderable. time. Political ſpeculations in particular, 
however juſt and important, are of ſo dry and auſtere, 
a-nature, that,they will not go down with the publick 
without frequent ſeaſonings of this kind. The work may 
be well performed, but will never take, if it is not ſet 
off with proper ſcenes and-decorations. A mere poli- 
tician is but a dull companion, and, if he is always wiſe, 
is in great danger of being tireſome. or ridiculous, 
_ - Belides, papers of entertainment are neceſſary to in- 
creaſe the number of readers, eſpecially among thoſe of 
different notions and principles; who by this mcans 
may be betrayed to give you a fair hearing, and to 
know what you have to ſay for yourſelf. I might like- 
viſe obſerve, that in all political writings there is ſome- 
thing that grates upon the mind of the moſt candid rea- 
der, in opinions which are not conformable to his own 
way of thinking; and that the harſhneſs of reaſoning is 
not a little ſoftened. and ſmoothed by the infuſions of 
mirth and pleaſantry. | ; 7 | | 
. Political-ſpeculations do likewiſe furniſh us with ſe- 
veral objects that may very innocently be ridiculed, and 
which are regarded as ſuch by men of ſenſe in all par- 
ties; of this kind are the paſſions of our ſtates-women, 
and the reaſonings of our fox-hunters. 
A writer who makes fame the chief end of his endea- 
vours, and would be more deſirous of pleaſing than of 


improving his readers, might find an inexhauſtible fund 
of mirth in politicks. Scandal and Satire are never- 


failing gpratifications to. the publick. Detraction and 
Obloquy are received with as much eagerneſs as Wit 
and Humour. Should a writer ſingle out particular 
perſons, or point his raillery at any order of men, who 
by their-profeſſion ought to be exempt from it; ſhould 
he ſlander the innocent, or ſatirize the miſerable 
2 ſhoul 
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ſhould he, even on the proper ſubjects of deriſion, give 
the full play to his mirth, without regard to decency 
and good manners; he might be ſure. of pleaſing a great 
part of his readers, but muſt he a very ill man, if by 
ſuch a proceeding be could pleaſe himſelf, | 
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—— male inominatis 
Ji vero: 
Hilic dies, vere mihi feſtus, atras 
Eximet curas; ego nec tumultum © 
Nec mori per vim metuam, tenents 
5 Cacſare terras, | 


* Hor, 
HE uſual falutation to a man upon bis birth- 
day among the ancient Romans was Multos et 
1 Foelices ; in which they wiſhed him many hap- 
Py returns of it. When Auguſtus celebrated the ſecu- 
r year, which was kept but once in a Century, and 
received the congratulations of his people on that ac- 
count, an eminent court -wit ſaluted him in the birth - 
day form ( Multos et Foelices) which is recorded as a 
beautiful turn of compliment, expreſſing a defire that 
he might enjoy a happy life of many hundreds of years. 


| This ſalutation cannot be taxed with flattery, ſince it 


was directed to a prince, of whom it is faid by a great 
hiſtorian, It had been happy for Rome, if he had never 
een born, or if he had never died. Had he never been 
born, Rome would, in all probability, have recovered 
its former liberty: Had he never died, it would have 
been more happy under his government, than it could 
have been in the poſſeſſion of its ancient freedom. a | 
HT. | 3: ' It 
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It is our good fortune that our ſovereign, whoſe na- 
4 tivity is celebrated on this day, gives us a proſpect, 
N which the Romans wanted under the reign of their Hu- 
guſtus, of his being ſucceeded by an heir, both to his 
virtues and his dominions. In the mean time it hap- 
pens very luckily, for the eſtabliſhment of a new race of 
kings upon the Britiſh throne, that the firſt of this royal 
line has all thoſe high qualifications which are neceſſary 
to fix the crown upon his own head, and to tranſmit 
it to his poſterity, We may indeed obſerve, that every 
ſeries of kings who have kept up the ſucceſſion in their 
4 families, in ſpite of all pretenſions and op- 
politions formed againſt them, has been headed by 
princes famous for valour and wiſdom, I need only 
mention the names of William the Conqueror, Henry II. 
Henry IV. Edward IV. and Henry VII. As for king 
Zames I. the founder of the Stuart race, had he been 
as well turned for the camp, as the cabinet, and not 
confined all his views to the peace and tranquillity of 
his wn reign, his fon had not been involved in ſuch 
fatal troubles and confuſions. : | 
Were an honeſt Briton to wiſh for a ſovereign, who 
in the preſent ſituation of affairs would be moſt capable 
of advancing our national happineſs, what could he-de- 
fire more than a prince mature in wiſdom and experi- 


ence ; renowned for his valour and reſolution ; ſuc- by 
_ ceſsfu} and fortunate in his undertakings ; zealous for mi 

the reformed religion; related or allied to all the molt de 
conſiderable Proteſtant powers of Europe; and bleſt 

with a numerous iſſue! A failure in any one of theſe of 


particulars. has been the cauſe of infinite calamities to MW N 
the Briti/Þ nation, but when they all thus happily con- ga 


cur in the ſame perſon, they are as much as can be ar 
_ ſaggeſted, even by our wiſhes, for making us a happy of 
people, ſo far as the qualifications of a monarch can an 
contribute to it. | be 


1 ſhall not attempt a character of his preſent majeſty, I H 
having already given an imperfect ſketch of it in my | 
ſecond paper; but ſhall chooſe rather to obſerve that Oc 
cruel treatment which this excellent prince has met with Je 
from the tongues and pens of ſome of his diſaffected 
; | ſubjects, 
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ſubjects. The baſeneſs, ingratitude, and injuſtice of 


which practice will appear to us, if we conſider, 
Firſt, that it reflects highly upon the good ſenſe of 
the Britiſh nation, who do not know how to ſet a juſt 


value upon a prince, whoſe virtues have gained him 


the univerſal eſteem of foreign countries. Thoſe po- 


tentates who, as ſome may ſuppoſe, do not wiſh well 


to his affairs, have ſhewn the greateſt reſpe& to his per- 


ſonal character, and teſtified their readineſs to enter 
into ſuch friendſhips and alliances as may be advanta- 


geous to his people, The Northern kings ſolicite him 
with impatience to come among them, as the only per- 


fon capable of ſettling the ſeveral claims and preten- 
ſions, which have produced ſuch W calamie 


ties in that part of the world. Two of the moſt remote 
and formidable powers of Europe have entertained 
thoughts of ſubmitting their diſputes to his arbitration. 
Every one knows his ancient ſubjects had ſuch a long 
experience of his ſovereign virtues, that at his depar- 
ture from them his whole people were in tears; which 
were anſwered with all thoſe ſentiments of humanity, 
that ariſe in the heart of a good prince on ſo moving 
an occaſion. What a figure therefore muſt we make 
among mankind, if we are the only people of Europe 
who derogate from his merit, that may be made hap- 
py by it ! and if in a kingdom which is grown glorious 
by the reputation of ſuch a ſovereign, there are 
multitudes who would endeavour to leſſen and un- 
dervalue it. Oo 

In the next place ; ſuch a treatment from any part 
of our fellow-ſhbj ets, is by no means anſwerable to 
what we receive from his majeſty. His love and re- 
gard for our conſtitution is ſo remarkable, that, as we 
are told by thoſe whoſe office it is to lay the buſineſs 
of the nation before him, it is his firſt queſtion, upon 
any matter of the leaſt doubt or difficulty, whether it 
be in every point according to.the laws of the land ? 
He is eaſy of acceſs to thoſe who deſire it, and is ſo 
pracious in his behaviour and condeſcenfion on ſuch 
occaſions, that none of his ſubjects retire from his pre- 
ſenca without the greateſt idea of his wiſdom and good- iz 

* = | neſs, 
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"neſs. | His continued application to ſuch publick affuirs 
as may conduee to the benefit of his kingdoms, diverts 
him from thoſe pleaſures and entertainments which may 
be indulged by perſons in a lower ſtation, and are pur. 
ſued with eagerneſs by princes who have not the care 
of the publick fo much at heart. The leaſt return, 
which we can make to ſuch a ſovereign, is that tribute 
which is always paid by honeſt men, and is always ac- 
ceptable to great minds, the praiſe and approbation that 
are due to a virtuous and noble character. Common 
decency forbids opprobrious language, even to a bad 
prince; and common juſtice will exact from vs, to- 
wards a good prince, the ſame benevolrmnce and hymae 
nity with which he trears his ſoabj-Rts, Thoſe who are 
influenced by duty and gratitnde, will riſe much high- 
er in all the expreſſions of a#ettion and refpett, and 
think they can never do too much to advance the glory 
of a ſovereign, who takes ſo much pains to advance 
their happineſs. | | | 
When we have a king, who has gained tlie repu- 
tation of the moſt unblemiſhed probity and honour, 
and has been famed through the whole courſe of his 
Hf, for an inviolable adherence 'to his promiſes, we 
may acquieſce (after his many folemn declarations) in 
all thoſe meaſures which it is impoſſible for us to judge 
rightly of, unleſs we were let into ſuch ſchemes of coun- 
cil and intelligence as produce them; and therefore 
we ſhould rather turn our thoughts upon the reaſon- 
ableneſs vf his proceedings, than buſy ourſelves to form 
objections againſt them. The conſideration of his ma- 
jeſty's character ſhould at all times ſuppreſs our cen- 
ſure of his conduct; and ſince we have never yet ſeen, 
or heard of any falfe ſteps in his behaviour, we ought 
in juſtice to think, that he governs himſelf by his uſual 
rules of wiſdom and honour, till we diſcover ſomething 
to the contrary 8288 
Theſe conſiderations ought to reconcile to his ma- 
jeſty the hearts and tongues of all his people: But as 
for thoſe who are the obſtinate, irreclaimable, profeſ- 
ſed enemies to our preſent eſtabliſhment, we muſt ex- 
ped their calumnies will not only continue, but riſe a. 
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him in proportion as he purfues ſuch meaſures as 


| xe likely to prove facceſsful; and Cog to OY 
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"i | QUESTION. not but HIP if ad will be 
very well pleaſed to hear that my friend the fox - 
and : er, 0 whole arrival in town I gave notice in 


wy 4 44th paper, is become a convert. to the preſent, 
bliſhment, and a good ſubject to king GEORG Es 
The motives to his converſion ſhall be the ſubject of 
pu- this paper, as 1 7 Jas. may be of uſe to other perſons who- 
our, labour under prejudices and A which 
n ee ee ee rey 
we eſe I had an opportunity of 1 the other day, 
) in when, at his requeſt, we took a ramble together t0.ſee- 
ids WM the curioſities of this. great town. 
Jun \ The-ficſt Senn e, as he ingenuou ly . 
fore to me (while we were in the coach together) which 
ſn. Wl helped, to diſabuſe him, was ſeeing king Charles I. on 
form borſeback, at Charing- Cre 7; ſox he was ſure that prince 
ma- could never have kept his ſcat there, had the ſtories 
cen- been true he had heard, in the een chat fry: ont 
ſcen, Vs come about again. 
vpht He owned to me that he looked with boars on the 
uſual New church that is half built in the Strand, as taking 
hing i at firſt ſight to be half demoliſhed : But upon en- 
quiring of the workmen, was agreeably ſurprized to 
ma- nd, chat ; Inflead of pulling: it down, they were build- 
ut as is it up-; and that hfty more Were, ming; in other 
rofeſ- ts © the town... .. 
ſt ex- To theſe f maſt add a third lee, which I 
iſe a. wd * no ſmall ſhare in, my friend's converſion. 
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Since his coming to town, he chanced to look into the 


church of St. Paul, about the middle of ſermon time, > 

where having firſt examined the dome, to ſee if it ſtood Ka 

ſafe, (for the lord mayor, aldermen, and city-ſword "i 

were 4-part of the congregation. -- This light had the WW Fear 

ore weight with him, as hy good luck not above to go. 

of that venerable body were fallen aſleep. 5 
This diſcourſe held us till we came to the tower ; WM 464 

for our firſt viſit was to the lions. My friend, who Hr 

had a great deal of talk with their keeper, enquired 5 

very much after their health, and whether none of them 4.7 

| had fallen ſick upon the taking of Perth, and the flight WM ;,- 

of the Pretender? and hearing they were never bet. WM yz, 

tet in their ves, 1 found he was extremely ſtartlel: i $45 

For he had learned from his cradle, ' that the lions in $4 

me tower were the beſt: jadges of the title of our Wl $49; 

Britiſh kings, and always ſympathized with our ſove - 11 

; A having here ſatiated our curioſity, we repaired 44 

| to the Monument, where my fellow-traveller, being FAY 
4 a well- breathed man, mounted the aſcent with much gen 
4 | peed and activity. I was forced to halt fo often in Ml fs: 
this perpendicular march, that, upon my joining him il 54. 


on the top of the pillar, I ſound he had counted all WW hy. 
the ſtceples and towers which were diſcernible from WM fa 
this advantageous ſituation, and was endeavouring to WW max 
compute the number of acres they ſtood upon. We We. 
were both of us very well pleaſed with this part of the, W fn 
proſpect; but I found he caſt an evil eye upon ſeveral Wi; 
ware-houſes, and other buildings, that looked like 4 
barns, and ſeemed capable of receiving great multi- 
tudes of people. His heart mifgave him that theſe 
vere ſo many meeting-houſes, but, upon communicat- 
ing his ſuſpicions to me, 1 ſoon made him eaſy in this 
We then turned our eyes upon the river, which gave 
me an ooecaſion to inſpire him with ſome favourable. 
thoughts of trade and merehandize, that had filled the 
Thames with ſuch crouds of ſhips, and covered the 
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We deſcended very leiſurely, my friend being care- 
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e fal'ts count the ſteps, which be regiſter'd in a blank” 
leaf of his new almanack. Upon our coming to the 
bottom; obſerving an Eugliſh inſcription upon the ba- 
ſis, he read it over ſeveral times, and told me he could 
I fearce believe his own eyes, for that he had often heard 
'0 i from an old attorney, who lived near him in the 
country, that it was the Presbyterians who burned 
3 down the city; whereas, ſays, he, the pillar poſitively 
afirms in ſo many words, that he burning of this an- 
tet city aua begun and carried on by the treachery and 
m malice of the Popiſh faction, in order to the carrying 
m their horrid plot for extirpating the Proteſtant reli- 
t. Wl pion, and old Englith liberty, and introducing Pepery 
d: and Slavery. This account, which he looked upon 
in e de more apthentick, than if it had been in print, T 
ut Wund, made a very great imprefſion.npon him. 
e- we now took coach apditr, and made the beft o 
er way for the Royal Exchange, though 1 found, 
Ad not fo'much care: to venture himſelf into'the.throng 
of that place; for he told me he had heard they were 
generally ſpeaking, Republicans, and was afraid of 
having his pocket picked amongſt them, But he ſoon 
conceived a better opinion of them, when he'ſpied the 
ſfatue SPKing C "IL..." N up in, the middle 
the croud, and moſt of the Kings in Baker chrü- 
Ale gange in order over Weir heads'; from whence 
he very juſtly concluded,” that an antimonarchical-aſ. 
bly Wald never chooſe ſuch a place to meet in ones 
PF 
To continue this good diſpoſition in my friend, 
fer a ſhort ſtay at Stocks-market, we drove away di: 
realy for the Meuſe, Where he was not A little echte | 
Fith the lit of thoſe fine Tels of 'bofſes Which have 
been” brought per from 4nver, and ith! Ne care 
een He en good gener 
u this occaſion, and was fo pleaſed with his com- 
that 1 had nach ade 10 get him out of the 


* 


In our progreſs to St. Zame's-Park (for that was 
the ene of our journey) he took notice, with great 
men, that contrary to his intelligence in the 

© 2 coun- 
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onntry, the ſhops were all open and full of buſineſs: 

, that 4 foldiers walked . civilly in (the. ſtreets ; he 
elergymen, inſtead of being (fronted, had generally 
the wall given them; and that he had heard the bells 
ring to prayers from morning to night, in ſome part 
of the town or another. TIE OP | 
As be was full of theſe honeſt reflections, it hap- 


pened very luckil for us, that one of the king's 
5 paſſed by A the Dare princeſſes wk 
whom by an accidental ſtop we had an opporunity of 
ſurveying for ſome time: My friend was raviſhed with 
the beauty, innocence, and ſweetneſs, that appeared 
in all their faces. He declared ſeveral times that they 
were the fineſt children he had ever ſeen in all his life; 
and aſſured me that, before this ſight, if any one had 
told him it bad been poſſible for three ſuch pretty chil- 
gren to have been born out of England, he ſhould never 
P 7358 


* 


. 


We were now walking together in the park, and as 

is uſual for men Who are naturally warm and heady, 
to be tranſported with the greateſt Auch of good- nature 
when they are once ſweetned; he owned to me ve 
frankly, he had been much impoſed upon by thoſe falſe 
accounts of things he had heard in the country; and 
that he would make it bis buſineſs, upon his return thi- 
ther, to ſet his neighbours; right, and give them a more 
juſt notion of the preſent ſtate of affairs. | 


What confirmed my friend in this excellent tem- 


per of mind, and gave him an inexpreſſible ſatisfaction 
' was a meſſage he received as we were walking together, 
from the priſoner for whom he had given his teſtimo- 
ny in his late trial. This perſon-having been con- 
demned for his part in the late rebellion, ſent him 
ord that bis majeſty had been graciouſly pleaſed to 
reprieve him, with ſeveral of his friends, in order, 2s 
It was thought, 'to give them | their lives ; and that be 


' | hoped before he went out of town they ſhould have 3 


chearfu | meeting, and drink health and proſperity to 
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Tu tamen, i habes aliquam ſpem de republica froe deſpe- 


rast ea para, meditare, cogita, quae efſe in eo cive- 


ac viro debent, qui fit rempublicam afl ictum et op- 
preſſum miſeris temporibus ac perdjtis moribus in vete- 
rem diguitatem ac libertatem vindicaturus. CICERO. 
£247 i T2 | ©: . : N Sb 
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EE condition of a miniſter of ſtate is onl 


$4 


7 king and country, defire rather to be uſeful 
to the publick, than eaſy to themſelves, When a 


man is poſted in ſuch a ſtation, whatever his beha- 
viour may be, he is ſure, beſide the natural fatigue 
and trouble of it, to incur the envy of ſome, and 


the diſpleaſure of others; as he will have many rivals, 


whoſe ambition he cannot ſatisfy, and many depen- 


dents whoſe wants he cannot provide for. Theſe are 
misfortunes. inſeparable from ſuch publick employ- 


| ments in all countries; but there are ſeveral others 


which hang upon this condition of life in our Briti/h 


. more than any other ſovereignity in Fu- 
Fope : As in the firſt place, there is no other nation 


ich is ſo equally divided into two oppoſite parties, 


whom it is impoſſible to pleaſe at the fame time. Our 


notions of the publick good, with relation both to 


ourſelves. and foreigners, are of ſo different a nature, 
that thoſe meaſures which are extolled by one half 
of the kingdom, are naturally decryed by the other. 


Beſides, that in a Britiſß adminiſtration, many acts of 
| government are abſolutely . which one of 
obli 


the parties muſt be favoured and obliged, in oppoſition 


to their antagoniſts. So that the moſt perfet admi- | 


2 9 45 Be $ ? . 
niſtration, conducted by the moſt confummate wiſ⸗ 
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ſſmited to perſons, who, out of a love to their 


dom and probity, muſt onavoidably produce oppoſt- 


has wank! 


_ 


* 
_— 6 „ 
r rer * 
SG 
* 


5 8 . 


- . * ; 


* 


442 THE FREE - Ho LBE R. No 48. 
tion, enmity, and defamation, from multitudes who 


Farther, it is peculiarly obſerved of our nation, 
that almoſt every man in it is a politician, and hath a 
ſcheme of his- own, which he thinks preferable to that 
of any other perſon. Whether this may proceed from 


that ſpirit of liberty which reigns among us, or from 
thoſe great numbers of all ranks and conditions, wha 
from. time to time are concerned in the Britiſh legiſla- 


ture, and by that means are let into the buſineſs of this 
nation, I ſhall not take upon me to determine. But 
for this reaſon it is certain, that a Britiſh miniſtry muſt 
expect to meet with many cenſurers, even in their own 


party, and ought to be ſatisfied, if, allowing . to every 


particular man that his private ſcheme is wiſeſt, they 
can perſuade him that next to his own plan that of the 
government cnc RE: 7. 
* Befides, We have a fet of very honeſt and well- 
meaning gentfemen in Fugland, not to be met with in 
other countries, who take it for granted, they can ne- 
ver be in the wrong, ſo long as they oppoſe minilters 
of ſtate. Thaſe whom they have admired through the 
whole courſe of their lives for their honour and inte- 
grity, though they {till perſiſt to act in their ſormer cha- 
racter, and change nothing but their ſtations, appear 
them in a difadvantageous light, as ſoon as they are 
laced. upon ſtate-eminencies- Many of theſe gentle- 


men have been uſed to think there is a kind of ſlavery 


in concurring with the meaſures of great men, and that 
the good of the country is inconſiſtent with the incli- 
nations of the court: By the ſtrength of theſe preju- 
dices, they are apt to fancy a man .loſes his honeſty, 
from the very moment that it is made the moſt capable 


ol being uſeful to the publick; and will not conſider 


that. it is every whit as honourable to aſſiſt a good mi- 
nilter, as to oppoſe a bad one. 

2 may obſerve, that there are 
greater numbers of perſons wha follicit for places, aud 
perhaps are fit for them, in our own country, than in 
any other. To which we muſt add, That by the na- 
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In the laſt place, W 


ture of our conſtitution, it is in the power of more par- 
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ticular perſons in this kingdom, than in any other, to 
| diſtreſs the government when they are diſobliged. A 1 
Britiſh miniſter muſt therefore expect to ſee many of "MM 
thoſe friends and dependents fall off from him, whom 1 
he cannot gratify in their demands upon him; ſince, 
to uſe the phraſe of a late ſtateſman, who knew very 
well oy to form a party, The paſture is not large 
env 1 2 1 os = K 6:68 46 4 3 * 12 y 
| 05 n the whole: The condition of a Britiſh mini: 
ſter labeurs under ſo many difficulties, that we find in 
almoſt every reign ſince the conqueſt, the chief mini- | 
| ſters have been new men, or ſuch as have raiſed them- 
ſelves to the greateſt poſts in the government, from the 
ſtate of private gentlemen. Several' of them neither E 
roſe from any conſpicuous family, nor leſt any be- K 
bind them, being of that claſs of eminent perſons, mn 
| Whom Sir Francis Bacon ſpeaks of, who, like comets Bp 
or blazing ftars, draw upon them the whole attention 
of the age in which they appear, though no bod 
knows whence they came, nor where they are loſt: 
Perſons of hereditary wealth and title have not been 
over forward to engage in ſo great a ſcene of cares and 
perplexities, nor to run all the riſques of ſo dangerous 
a ſituation. Nay, many whoſe greatneſs and fortune 
were not made to their hands, and had ſuſhcient qua- 
lfeations -and opportunities of riſing to theſe high 
poſts of truſt and honour, have been deterred from 
ſuch purſuits by the difficulties that attend them, and 
choſe rather to be eaſy than powerful; or, if I may uſe 
the expreſſion, to be carried in the chariot than to 
JJ eo FO ad oe: 
As the condition of a miniſter of ſtate im general is 
ſubject to many-burthens and vexations; and as that 
of a Briti/h miniſter in particular is involved in ſeveral 
hazards and! difficulties pecvliar to our own country”: 
ſo is this high ſtation expoſed more than ordinary to 
ſuch inconveniences in the preſent juncture of affairs; 
firſt, as it is the beginning of a new- eſtabliſhment a- 
nong' us; and ſecondly, as this eſtabliſhment hath been 
diſturbed by a dangerous rebellion. * 


4 


I we look back into our Eng/:/þ hiſtory, we ſhall 
always find the firſt monarch * a new line received 
'with the greateſt oppoſition, and reconciling to himſelf 
| by degrees the duty and affection of his people. The 


government, on ſuch occaſions, is always ſhaken before 


it ſettles. The inveteracy of the people's prejudices, 
and the artifices of domeſtick enemies, compelled their 
rulers to make uſe. of all means for reducing them to 
their allegiance, which perhaps, after all, was brought 
about rather by time than by policy. When commo- 


tions and diſturbances are of an extraordinary and un- 


uſual nature, the proceedings of the government mult 
be ſo too. The remedy mult be ſuited to the evil, and 
1 know no juncture more difficult to a miniſter of ſtate, 
than ſuch as requires' uncommon methods to be made 
vſe of; when at the ſame time no others can. be made 
vſe of, than what are preſcribed by the known laws of 
our conſtitution, Several meaſures may be abſolutely 
neceſſary in ſuch a juncture, which may be repreſented 
as hard and fevere, and would not be proper in a time 
of publick peace and tranquillity, In this caſe /;rgi/'s 
- excuſe, which he puts in the mouth of. a fictitious ſo- 
vereign upon a complaint of this nature, hath the ut- 
moſt force of reaſon and juſtice on its ſide. 


' Res dura et regni novitas me talia cogunt. 


(44% 3 x 5 PAY e's, } 
The difficulties I meet nwith in the beginning of my 


reign make ſuch a proceeding necefjary. 

In the next place: As this eſtabliſhment has been 
diſturbed by a dangerous rebellion, the miniftry has 
deen involhed in many additional and ſupernumerary 


difficulties. It is a common remark, that Engliſh mi- 
niſters never zare ſo well as in a time of war with a fo- - 
zeign power, which diverts the private feuds and ani- 


moſities of the nation, and turns their efforts upon the 
common enemy. As a foreign war is fayourable to a 
miniſtry, a: rebellion is no lefs dangerous; if it ſuc- 
ceeds, they are the firſt perſons who muſt fall a ſacri- 
ie to it; if it is deſeated, they naturally become odi- 

ous 
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ous to all the ſecret favourers and abettors of it. E- 
very method they make uſe of for preventing or ſup- 
prelling it, and for deterring others from the like prac- 
tices for the future, muſt be unnacceptable and diſplea- 
ſing to the friends, relations, and accomplices of the 
guilty. In caſes-where it is thought neceſſary to make 
examples, it is the humour of the multitude to forget 
the crime. and remember the puniſhment. ' However, 
we have already ſeen, and ſtill hope to ſee, fo many in- 
ſtances of mercy in his majeſty's government, that our 
chief miniſters have more to ſear from the murmurs of 
their too violent friends, than from the reproaches of 
their enemies. . | 


* 


88 ' . 4 q * 
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x — nunc folennes ducere P£97:Pas ws 
Ad delubra juvat ——>—— _ oO 
XV ESTERDAY was ſet apart as a day of: publick 


__ thankſgiving for the late extraordinary ſucceſ- 
. ſes, which have ſecured to us every thing that 


can be eſteemed, and delivered us from every thing 


that can be. apprehended, by a Proteſtant and a free 
people. I cannot but obſerve, upon this occalion, the 
natural tendency in ſuch a national devotion, to inſpire 


-— 


, 57 with ſentiments of religious gratitude, . and to 
well their hearts with inward. tranſports of joy and 


exultation. 


* when they are freth. upon the memory, when 


they are peculiar to a certain country, and commemo- 


rated by them in large and folemn aſſemblies; a man 
muſt be of a very cold or degenerate temper, whoſe 


heart doth not burn within him in the midſt of that 


Fraiſe and adoration, which ariſes at the ſame N 


1 


k 
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all the different parts of the nation, and from the many 
thouſands of the people. I 
It is impoſſible to read of extraordinary and national 
acts of worſhip, without being warmed with the de- 
ſeription, and feeling ſome degree of that divine En- 
thuſiaſm, which ſpreads itſelf among a joyful and reli- 
gious multitude. A part of that exuberant devotion, 
with which the whole aſſembly raiſed and animated one 
another, catches a reader at the greateſt diſtance of 
time, and makes him a kind of ſharer in it. 
Among all the publick ſolemnities of this nature, 
there is none in hiſtory ſo glorious as that under the 
reign of king Solomon, at the dedication of the temple, 
Beſides the great officers of ſtate, and the inhabitants 
. all the elders and heads of tribes, with 
ze whole body of the people ranged under them, from 
one end of the kingdom to the other, were ſummoned 
to aſſiſt in it. We may gueſs at the prodigious number 
of this aſſembly from the ſacrifice on which they feaſted, 
conſiſting of a hundred and twenty thouſand ſheep, and 
two hundred and twenty hecatombs of oe n. When 
this vaſt congregation was formed into a regular pro- 


ceſſion to attend the ark of the cevenant, the king 


marched at the head of his people, with hymns and 
Aances to the new temple, which he had erected for its 
reception. Foſephus tells us that the Leviter fprinkled 
the way as they paſſed with the blood of facrifices, and 
buried the holy incenſe in ſuch quantities as refreſhed 
the whole multitude with its odours, and filled all the 

region about them With perſume. When the ark was 
depoſited under the wings of the cherubims in the 
holy place) the gredt-confott of praiſe began. It wa; 
enlivened with an hundted and twenty trumpets, af- 
ſiſted with a proportionable number of other kinds of 


: = T4: 2 * * een 2 Ts SSN 1 WA 7 
muſical inſtruments, ' and accompanied with innume- 


rable voices of all the ſingers of Lſrael, who were in- 
ſtructed and ſet apart to the religions performances 
of this kind. As this mighty chorus was 6 0 
their maker, and exciting the whole nation thus ai- 
ſembled to the praiſe of his neyer-ceaſing goodneſs and 


more 


'mercy; the Shetinah deſcended: Or to tell it in the 
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1 more mp hatical words of holy writ, It came to paſs \ 
& the trumpets and ſingers were as one, to make one 
1 Lund te be heard in praiſing and thanking the Lord, 


and when they lift up their voice with the trumpets and 
5 oymbals, and inſtruments of muſicks aud praiſed the Lord, 


i. ing, For he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever; 
n, that then the houſe aua filled with a cloud. The prieſts 


 themſelyes, not able to bear the awfulneſs of the ap- 
of pearance, retired into the court of the temple, where 
de king being placed upon a brazen ſcaffold, fo as to, 


th be ſeen by the whole multitude, bleſſed the congrega- | 

he tion of {/rgel, and afterwards ſpreading forth his hands 4 
- WW to beaven, offered up that divine Prayer which is twice \ 
> recorded- at length in ſeripture, and has always been : 
looked upon as a compoſition fit to have proceeded” N 


from the wiſeſt of men. He had no ſooner finiſned 1 
his prayer, when a flaſh of fire fell from heaven and ü 
burned up the ſacriſice which lay ready upon the altar, . 
The people, whoſe hearts were gradually moved by - 
the ſolemnity of the whole proccedipg, having been ex- 
ated by the religious ſtrains of muſick, and d by 
the appearance of that glory which filled the temple, 
ſeeing now the miraculous conſumption of the ſacrifice, 
and obſerving the piety of their king, who lay proſtrate 
before his Maker, bowed themſelves with their faces to 
the. ground upon the pavement, and worſhipped and . 
' fraiſed the Lord, ſaying, For he is good, for his mercy 
r ohne nk rm any Wn 
What happineſs might not ſuch a kingdom promiſe! 
to itſelf} where the ſame elevated ſpirit of religion ran, 
through the prince, the prieſts, and the people] But 1 
ſhall quit this head, to obſerve that ſuch an uncommon 
ſervour of devotion ſhewed itſelf among our own coun- 
trymen, and in the perſons of three princes, ho were 
the greateſt conquerors in our Engliſh biſtory.' Theſe, 
are Edward: the third, his ſon the Black Prince, and 
Henry the fifth. As for the firſt, we are told that, be- 
fore the famous battle of Creſſiß, he ſpent the greateſt” 
part of the night in prayer, and in the morning receiv- 
ed the ſacrament with his ſon, the chief of his officere, 
and nobility, The night of that glorious day was re of : 
eſs 
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leſs piouſly diſtinguiſhed by the orders, which he gave 


out to his army, that — ſhould forbear all inſulting 
of their enemies, or boaſting of their own valour, and 


employ their time in returning thanks to the great 


iver. of the victory. The Black Prince, before the 
attle of Poiftiers, declared, that his whole confidence 


was: in the divine aſſiſtance ; and after that great victo- 


17 behaved himſelf in all particulars like a truly Chri- 
an conqueror. Eight days ſucceſſively were ap- 
2 inted by his father in England, for a ſolemn and pub. 

k thankſgiving ;- and when the young prince return- 
ed in triumph with the king of France as his priſoner 


the pomp of the day "ones, chiefly, i in extraordinary 
e and als of devotion. | The. betriout 


f the Black Prince, _ a battle i in Spain, whereby 
bh reſtored the king — Caſtile to his dominions, was no 
leſs remarkable. When that king, tranſported with 
his ſucceſs, flung himſelf upon his knees to thank him, 
che generous prince ran to him, and, taking him by 
the hand, told him it was not he who could lay any 
dai to his gratitude, but deſired they might go to the 


altar together, and Jointly ene thanks to whom 


. it was due. 


F 48-7 # IV 


Henry V. (who at the beginning of his reign; made. 
5 publick prayer in the preſence of his lords and com- 
mons, that he might be cut off by an immediate death, 
if providence foreſaw he waar not prove a juſt and 


good governor, and promote the welfare of his people) 
manifeſtly derived his courage from his 2 ty, and was 
2 pulouſly. careful not to aſcribe the 


Et which ee him battle at ane he ordered 


VET 


tice of a very. Ry circumſtance ; 8 that 


this very day of battle was the day appointed in his 
on kingdom, to. offer up publick devotions for the 
proſperity of his arms, and thereſore bid them not 
* of victory, ſince at the ſame time that my were 


fighting 


ucceſs of it to 
mlelf. When be came within ſight of that prodigious 


" 
\ 
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ſybring in the field, all the people of England were 
ing up their hands to heaven for their ſncceſs, 
Upon the cloſe of that memorable. day, in which the 
king had performed wonders with his own hand, he 
ordered” the CXVth Pſalm to be repeated in the midſt 
of his victorious army, and at the words, Not unto ws, 
not unto ur, but unto thy name be the praiſe, He him- 
RI, with his whole hoſt, fell to the earth upon their 
faces, aſcribing to Omnipotence the, whole glory of ſs 
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Feat an action. | 2 1 
I ſhall conclude this paper with a reflection which 
naturally riſes out of it. As there is nothing more 
unf in the fight of God and man, than a king and 
his people concurring in ſuch extraordinary acts of 
devotion, one cannot ſuppoſe a greater contradiction 
md abſurdity in a government, than where the king. 
is of one religion and the people of another. What. 
farmony or correſpondence can be expected between 
t ſoyereign and his ſubjects, when they cannot join to- 
Ether in the moſt joyſul, the. moſt folemn, and moſt 
midable action of reaſonable creatures; in à word, 
where the prince conſiders his people as hereticks, and 
the people lobt pon their prince as an idee, 


3 \ 
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HEN Mahomet had for many years 9 | 
8k vonred to propagate his impoſture among 
his fellow-citizens, 'and, . inftead of gaining 
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any number of proſelytes, found his ambition fruſtrat- 
ed, and his notions ridiculed ; he forbad his followers 
the uſe of argument and diſputation in the advancing 
ol his doctrines, and to rely only upon the ſcimitar for 

their ſucceſs. Chriſtianity, he obſerved, had made its 


way by reaſon and miracles, but he profeſſed it was his 


deſlſign to fave men by the ſword, From that time he 


began to knock down his ſellow-citizens with a great 
deal of zeal, to plunder Caravans with a moſt exemplar 
fandtity, and to fill all {rabia with an unnatural medley 
of religion and bloodſhed, > -- - 
I) be enemies of our happy eſtabliſhment ſeem at pre- 
ſent. to copy ont the piety of this {editions - prophet, 
and to have recourſe to his laudable method of 
club-law, when they find all other means for enforcing 
the abſurdity of their opinions to be ineffectual. It 
was uſual among the ancient Romans, for thoſe, who 
had ſaved the life of a citizen, to be dreſſed in an 
oaken garland ; but among us, this has been a mark 
Of ſuch well-intentioned E as would betray their 
Country, if they were able, and beat out the brains of 
their fellow - ſubjects. Nay, the leaders of the poor un- 
thinking rabble, to ſhew their wit, have lately decked 
chem ous of their kitchen-gardens in a moſt inſipid pun, 
very well ſuited to the capacity of ſuch followers. | 
This manner of proceeding has had an effect quite 
eeontrary to the intention of theſe ingenious demagogues. 
For by ſetting ſuch an unfortunate mark on their fol- 
lowers, they have expoſed them to innumerable drubs 
and contuſions. They have been cudgell'd moſt un- 
mercifully in every part of London and Weſtminſter; 
and over all the nation have avowed their principles, 
to the unſpeakable damage of their bones. In ſhort, if 
we may believe our accounts both from town and covn- 
try, the noſes. and ears of the party are very much di- 
miniſhed, ſince they have appeared under this unhappy 
I be truth of it is, there is ſuch an unaccountable 
frenzy and licentiouſneſs ſpread through the: baſeſt of 
the people, of all parties and denominations, that it 
their ſkirmiſhes did not proceed to too great an ex- 
| A uy 5 tremit7, 
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it wemity, one would not be ſorry to ſee them beſtowing 


rs WI © liberally, upon one another, a chaſtiſment which 


ng they ſo | richly deſerve. Their thumps and bruiſes 
or night turn to account, and ſave the government a great 


its WM deal of trouble, if they could beat each other into good 


he Were not advice thrown away on ſuch a thoughtleſs | 


rabble, one would recommend to their ſerious conſide- 
ration what is ſuſpected, and indeed known to be the 


Ir 
bh eſe of theſe paler” tumults and commotions in 
| this great city. They are the Popi/h miſhonaries, that 
re- e concealed under many diſguiſes in all quiarters of 
ct, {the town, who mix themſelves in theſe dark ſcuffles, 
of ad animate the mob to ſach mutual outrages and in- 
ing its. This profligate ſpecies of modern apoſtles divert 
It Wihemſelves at the expence of a government, which is 
ho Wl oppoſite to their intereſts, and are pleaſed to ſee the 
an ken heads of hereticks, in what party ſoever they 
ark le liſted themſelves. Their treatment of our filly 
\cir. opfiteymen, puts me in mind of an account in Taver- 
; of s travels through the 'Eaft-Indies. T his author 
un-. {WU tells ws, there is a great wood'in thoſe parts very plenti- 
ked y ftocked with monkies ; that a large highway runs 
un, {Milrough the middle of this whal ; and that the Wanke 


ho fie on the one ſide of this high way, are declared 
vite thertiies to thoſe Who live on the other. W hen the in- 


nes. {Whabitants/of chat & country hape a mind to give them 
fol- es a diverſion, it is uſual for them to ſet thoſe poor 


ubs {Mitimals together by the ears; which they do after this 
un- aner. They place foveral Pots, of rice in the mid- 
er; N of the! road, with great heaps of cudgels in the, 
les, ee of er . #99 The monkies, on the 
, if Witt difcovery'-of th proviſions, deſcend from the 
bun- es off +2 fide 'Ini. prodigious numbers, take r up 


di- Mit urms, with which thely good friends have furniſh- | 
py ed wheth, and belabour one another with a ſtorm of 


hw-acks, to the no ſmall mirth and entertainment of 
the denelders. This mob of monkies act however ſo 


kr reaſonably in this point, as the victorious fide of 
weed find, upon the repulſe of their enemies, a con- 
* booty on the Held of battle; whereas our par“ 
© : | | U Y | | po Th. \ 
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t -mobs are betrayed into the fray without any pro- for 
rr 


If our common people have not virtue enough leſt ner 
among them, to lay aſide this wicked and unnatural Ml - * 
hatred which is crept into their hearts againſt one ano. WM ba 
ther, nor ſenſe enough to reſiſt the artifice of thoſe in. 10 
cendiaries, who would animate them to the deſtruction | 
of their country; it is high time for the government due 
to exert ;itſelf , in the repreſſing of ſuch ſeditious tu- mil 
mults, and commotions.. If that extraordinary lenity - 
and forbearance which has been hitherto ſhewn on thoſe ity 
occaſions, proves ineffectual to that purpoſe, theſe miſ- 
creants of the community ought to be made ſenſible, -... 
that our conſtitution is armed with a ſufficient force for N 3 
the reformation of ſuch diſorders, and the ſettlement 
cee —L• 
There cannot be a greater affront to religion, than . 
ſuch a tumultous riſing of the people, who diſtinguiſi 1 7 
e times {et, apart for the national devotions by the 
moſt brutal ſcenes of violence, clamour, and intempe- 
rance. The day begins with a thankſgiving, and ends 
in a riot. Inſtead of the voice of mutual joy and glad- 
neſs, there is 2 heard in our ſtreets but oppro- 
brious language, ribaldry and contention. 
; As ſuch a practice is ſcandalons to our; religion, fo 


i is no leſs aceprogeh to our government. We are be- 
tome a b among the nations ſor our ridiculous I Ns 


Wor | 

Fas 691 animoſities, and fill all: the publick prints of i We 
Europe with the accounts of our mid-night brawls and ke 

confuons. one 5 
- The miſchiefs ariſing . to private perſons from theſe and 
vile diſturbers of the commonwealth are too many to ber: 
be enumerated., 7 he greng 4nd) inporent .are. inſulted i War 
y the ſcum and refuſe; of the people. Several poor iſ . * 
Wretches, who have engaged in theſe commotions, the! 
have been diſabled, for. their lives, from doing any i Per 
good to their families and dependents ;| nay, ſeveral whe 
of them have fallen a ſacrifice to their; own inexcuſable alte 
ſolly and madneſs, Should the government be wearied acte 
out of its preſent patience and forbearance, and forced 4 b 
e execute all thoſe, powers with. which it is e . 

R * N 
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o- br the preſervation of the publick peace; what is to 
be expected by ſuch heaps of turbulent and ſeditious 


men | | | | 
1 MW. Theſe and the like conſiderations, though they may 
bo. I aye no influence an the headſtrong unruly multitude, © 
in. WW ought to ſink into the minds of thoſe who are their 
105 ttors and who, if they eſcape the puniſhment here 
ent due to them, muſt very well know that theſe ſeveral 
tu. WM miſchicts will be one day laid to their charge. 
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Friday, June 15. 


A GE . n 
Quod i in hoc erro libenter erro; nec mihi hunc errorem, 8 
que delector, dum vivo, extorqueri volo. Ei —_— 
*'% 1 9 | ? . =. 


AS there is nothing which more improves the 
| A mind of man, than the reading of ancient au- 
LK. thors, when it is done with judgment and di- 
cretion ; ſo there is nothing which gives a more un- 
lucky turn to the thoughts of a reader, when he wants 
diſcernment, and loves and admires the characters and 
actions of men in a wrong place. Alexander the Great 
was ſo.inflamed with falſe notions of glory, by reading 
the ſtory of Achilles in the Iliad, that after having taken 
a town, he ordered the governor, who had made a 
gallant defence, to be bound by the feet to his chariot, 
and afterwards dragg'd the brave man round the city, 
becauſe Hector had been treated in the ſame barbarous 


o 


manner by his admired hero, | ; 
Many Engliſhien have proved very pernicious to 
their own country, by following blindly the examples of 
| perſons to be met with in Creek and Roman hiſtory, 
who acted in conformity with their own governments; 
after a quite different manner, than. they would have 
acted in a conſtitution like that of ours. Such a method 
of proceeding is as unreaſonable in a politican, as it would 
be in a husbandman to make uſe of Virgils N 5 
| x | wide" 
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bol apriculture, in managing the ſoil of our countr 

that lies in a quite different climate, and under the 20 
fluence of almoſt another ſun. - 


. 


Our repicides in the commiſſion of the moſt execrable 
murder fed to juſtify themſelves from the conduct of 
Brutus, not conſidering that Caeſar, from the condi- 
tion of a fellow-citizen, had rifen by the moſt indirect 
methods, and broken through all the hws of the com- 
munity, to place himſelf at the head of the government, 
and enflave his country, On the other fide, ſeveral 
of our Engliſh readers, having obſerved that a paſſive 
and unlimited obedience was paid to Roman emperors, 
who were poſſeſſed of the whole legiſlative, as well as 
executive power, have formerly endeavoured to incul- 
ce the {ame kind of obedience, where there is not the 
fame kind of authority, _ . 
Inſtructions therefore to be learned from hiſtories of 
this nature, are only ſuch as ariſe from particulers a- 
greeable to all communities, or from ſuch as are com- 
mon to our own conſtitutiou, and to that of which we 
read. A tenacious adherence to the rights and liber- 
ties tranſmitted from a wiſe and virtuous anceſtry, 
publick ſpirit, and a love of one's country, ſubmiſſ- 
on to eſtabliſhed laws, impartial adminiſtrations of 
Juſtice, a ſtrict regard to national faith, with ſeveral 
other duties, which are the ſupports and ornaments of 
government in general, cannot be too much admired 
among the ſtates of Greece and Rome, nor too much 
imitated by our own community. | 
But there is nothing more abſurd, than for men, who 
are converſant in theſe ancient authors to contract 
fuch a prejudice in favour of Greets and Romans, as to 
fancy we are in the wrong in every circumſtance where- 
by we deviate from their moral or political conduct. 
Jet nothing hath been more uſual, than for men of 
warm heads to refine themſelves up into this kind of 
ſtate pedantry : Like the country ſchoolmaſter, who, 
being uſed for many years to admire Zupiter, Mam, 
Bacchus, and Apollo, that appear with ſo much advan- 
tage in claſſick authors, made an attempt to revive the 
worſhip of the heathen gods. In ſhort, we find many 
{3 5 | ; _ worthp 
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worth gentlemen , whoſe brains have been as much 
turned by this kind of reading, as the grave knight's of 
Mancha was by his unweared application to books of 


- 


To prevent ſuch miſchiefs from ariſin g out of ſtudies, 


which, when rightly conducted, may turn very much 
to our advantage, I ſhall venture to aſſert, that in our 


opp of Greek or Roman authors, it is impoſſible to 
nd | 


a religious or civil conſtitution, any way compa- 


rable to that which we enjoy in our own country. Had 
not our religion been infinitely preferable to that of the 
ancient Heathens, it would never have made its way 
through Paganiſm, with that amazing progreſs and ac- 
. tivity. Its victories were the victories of reaſon unaſ- 


ſiſted by the force of human power, and as gentle as the 
triumphs of light over darkneſs. The fudden refor- 


mation which is made among mankind, and which was 


ſo juſtly and frequently boaſted of by the firſt apolo- 

iſts for Chriſtianity, ſhew how infinitely preferable 
it is to any ſyſtem of religion, that prevailed in the 
world before its appearance. This pre-eminence of 


Chriſtianity to any other general religiovs ſcheme which 


preceded it, appears likewiſe from this particular, that 
the moſt eminent, and the moſt enlightned among the 
Pagan philoſophers diſclaimed many of thoſe ſv 13 


tious follies, which are condemned by revealed reli- 
gion, and preached up ſeveral of thoſe doctrines, which 
are ſome of the moſt eſſential parts of it. 


And here I cannot but take notice of that ſtrange 


motive which is made uſe of in the hiſtory of free- 
| thinking, to incline us to depart from the revealed 
. doctrines of Chriſtianity, as adhered to by the people 


of Great Britain, becauſe Socrates, with ſeveral other 


eminent Greeks, and Cicero, with many other learned 


Romans, did in the like manner depart 'from the reli- 
gious notions of their own countrymen. Now this 


Author ſhould have conſidered, that thoſe very points, 
in which theſe wiſe men diſagreed from the bulk of 
the people, are points in which they agreed with the 
received doctrines of our nation. Their free-thinking 
- conſiſted in aſſerting the unity and immateriality of the 
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Godhead, the immortality of the ſoul, a ſtate of future 
rewards and puniſhments, and the neceſſity of vir tue, 
excluſive of all ſilly and ſuperſtitious practices, to pro- 
cure the happineſs of a —— ſtate. They were 
therefore only. Free- thinkers, ſo far forth as they ap- 


proached to the doctrines of Chriſtianity, that is, to 


_ thoſe very doctrines which this kind of authors would 
perſuade us, as Free-thinkers, to doubt the truth of. 

Now I would appeal to any reaſonable perſon, whether 

theſe great men ſhould not have been propoſed to our 

inutation,; rather as they embraced the 

than only upon the account of their breaking looſe from 

-the common notions of their fellow-citizens. But 


this would diſappoint the general tendency of ſuch 


writings. ; ; 

I ſhall only add under this head, that as Chriſtianity 
recovered the law of nature out of all thoſe errors and 
corruptions, with which it was over-grown in the 
times of Paganiſm, our national religion has reſtored 


Chriſtianity itſelf to that purity and ſimplicity in which * 
it appeared, before it was gradually diſguiſed and loſt 
among the vanities and ſuperſtitions of the Zc;ni/h 


church, | 


That our civil conſtitution is preferable to any a- 
mong the Greeks or Romans, may appear from this 


ſingle conſideration; that the greateſt theoriſts in mat- 
ters of this nature, among thoſe very people, have given 
the preference to ſuch a form of government, as that 
-which obtains in this kingdom, above any other form 
whatſoever. I ſhall mention Ariſtotle, Polypbius, and 
Cicero, that is, the preatelt philoſopher, the moſt im- 


partial hiſtorian, and the moſt conſummate ſtateſman of 


all antiquity: Theſe famous authors give the pre- emi- 
nence to a mixt government conſiſting of three branches, 
the regal, the noble, and the popular. It would be 
very eaſy to prove, not only the reaſonableneſs of this 


poſition, but to ſhew, that there was never any con- 


ſtitution among the Greeks or Romans, in which the ſe 


three branches were ſo well diſtinguiſhed from each o- 
ther, inveſted with ſuch ſuitable proportions of power, 


-and concurred together in the legiſlature, that is, 95 


e divine truths, 


5 Y 


' requiſite in ſome; degree 
_ vernment, and very reaſonable in perſons wha are per- 
ſuaded of the excellency of their conſtitution, and be- 
keve that they derive from it the moſt valuable bleſſings 
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the moſt ſovereign acts of government, with ſuch a 
neceiſary, conſent and harmony, as are to be met with 


in the conſtitution of this kingdom. But. J have ob- 


ſerved, in a foregoing paper, how defective the Fo- 
an cemmonwealth was in this particular, when com- 


pared with our own form of government, and it will 
not be difficult for the reader, upon ſingling out any 
other ancient ſtate, to find how far it will ſuffer in the 
Dr TRIER ns” 1 
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An tu papulum Romanum eſſe illum putas qui conſtat ex 
1% gui friercede conducuntur qui impelluntur, ut vim 
41 efferant magiftratibus ? ut obſideaut ſenatum ? optent 


-, quotidie caedem, incendia, rapinas ? quem tu tamen 


'.  populum nifi tabernis clauſit, frequentare non poteras : 


Cui populo Duces Lentidios, Lollios, Sergios, pracfe- 
ceras, 0 ſpeciem, dignitatemgue populi Romani, quam 


"41, Tee, naliones exterae, quam gentes ultima perti- 
*  aneſcunt ;. Multitudinem hominum ex fervis conductis, 

ex. facinorgſis, ex rgentibus congregatam? . Cic. 
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HERE is in all governments a certain temper 
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their conſtitution, which may be called ſtate · 
uſy. It is this which makes them apprehenſive of 
every tendency in the people, or in any particular mem- 
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ber of the community, to endanger or diſturb that form 
ol rule, which is eſtabliſhed” by the laws and cuſtoms 
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This publick-ſpirited paſſion is more ſtrong and ac- 
tive under ſome governments, than others. The com- 
mon wealth of Venice, which hath ſubſiſted by it for 
near fourteen hundred years, is ſo jealous of all its 
members, that it keeps continual ſpies upon their acti. 
ons; and if any one of them preſume to cenſure the 
eſtabliſhed plan of that republick, or touch upon any of 
its fundamentals, he is brought before a ſecret council 
of ſtate, tried in a moſt rigorous manner, and put to 
death without mercy. The uſual way of proceeding 
ith perſons ho diſeover themſelves unſatisfied With 
e title of their ſovereigu in deſpotick governments, 
is to conſine the malecontent, if his crimes are not ca- 
pital, to ſome caſtle or dungeon for life. There is in- 
deed no conſtitution ſo tame and careleſs of their own 
defence, where any perſon dares to give the leaſt ſign 
or intimation of being a traitor in his heart. Our 
Engliſi hiſtory furniſnes us with many examples of 
great ſeverities during the diſputes between the houſes 
f Tyr and Lancaſter, inflicted on ſuch perſons as 
ſhewed their diſaffection to the prince who was on the 
throne. Every one knows, that a faftious-inn-keeper, 
in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, was hanged, drawn, 
und quartered for a ſaucy pun, which" reflected, in a 
very datk and diſtant manner, upon the title of that 
Prince to he erown. I do not mention the practice of 
otker n eager as What ſhould be imitated in ours, 
Which, i | be 3 6 Sat an all 8 reaſonable 
liberty of ſpeech and action, ſuited to a free people; 
nor do I 4 notice of 7 _ inſtance, of e in 
our own country, to juſti h a proceeding, but on- 
1y to diſplay the mildneſs and forbearance made uſe of 
under the reign of his preſent majeſtyu : It may, how- 
ever turn to the advantage of thoſe, who have been in- 
ſtrumental in ſtirring up the late tumults and ſeditions 
among che people, to conſider the treatment which ſuch 
a lawieſs ungoverned rabble would have met with in any 
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other country, and under any other ſovereign. 
Theſe incendiaries have had the art to work up into 
the moſt unnatural ferments the moſt heavy and ſtupid 
part of the community; and, if I may uſe a fine Ia: ng 
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vot contemptible for his weakneſs and want of power 


of Terence upon another occaſion, to convert fools into: 
madmen. This frenzy hath been raiſed among them 
to ſuch a degree, that it has lately diſcovered itſelf in 
a {edition which is without a parallel. They have had: 


the fool-hardineſs to ſet a mark upon themſelves on the 


Pretender's birth- day, as the declared friends to his 
caule, and profeſt enemies to their king and country. 
Jow fatal would ſuch a diſtinction, of which every one 
knew the meaning, have proved in former reigns, when 
many a circumſtance of leſs ſigniſicancy has been con- 
ſtrued into an overt act of high-treaſon ! This un- 
exampled piece of inſolence will appear under its juſt: 
aggravations, if we conſider. in the firſt place, that it 
was aim'd perſonally at the king. Wires: 
I do not remember among any of our popular: com- 
wotions, when marks of this nature have been in fa- 
ſhion, that either ſide were ſo void of common ſenſe, 
as to intimate by them an averſion to their ſovereign. 
His per ſon was ſtill held as ſacred by both parties. The 
contention was not who ſhould be the monarch over- 
them, but whoſe ſcheme of policy ſhould take place in 
his adminiſtration. This was the conduct of Whigs 
and Tories under king Charles the ſecond's reign, when: 
men hung out their principles in different coloured rib- 
bons. Nay, in the times of the great rebellion, the 
avowed diſaffection of the people always terminated in 
evil counſellors. Such an open outrage upon majeſty, 
ſuch an oſtentation of diſloyalty, was reſerved for that 


| infamous rabble of Engli/hnien,: who may be juſtly: 


looked upon as the ſcandal of the preſent age, and the 
moſt ſhameleſs and abandoned race of men that our na- 
tion has yet produce. 
In the next place, It is very peculiar to this mob of 
malecontents, that they did not only diſſinguĩſi them 
ſelves againſt their king, but againſt a king poſſeſſed of 
all the power of the nation, and one who had fo very 
lately cruſhed all thoſe of the ſame principles, that had 


bravery enough to avow them in the field of battle. 


When ever was there an inſtance of a king, Who was 
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to 11 inſulted by a few of his unarmed daſtard 


"I is plain from-this ſingle conſideration, that ſuch 

ungenerous race of men could rely upon nothing 
for Ae own ſafety in this affront to his majeſty, but 
the known gentleneſs and lenity of his goyernment. 
Inſtead of being deterred by MEN. that he had in 


his hands the power to puniſh them, they were encou- 


raged by knowing that he had not the inclination. In 
a word, they preſumed upon that mercy, which in all 


their converſations they adenvoured to e and 
miſrepreſent. 


: It is a very ſenſible concern to ear} one, Who has 


true and unfeigned reſpect for our national religion, 
to: hear theſe vile miſcreants calling themſelves ſons of 


the church of England, amidſt ſuch gn 2 tumults 


and diſorders ; and joining in the cry of High-Church 


at the ſame time that they wear a badge, which im- 


plies their inclinations to deſtroy the reformed reli- 


gion. Their concern for the church always tiſes high · 


eſt, when they are acting in direct op ſition to its 
dogrines.. Our ſtreets — filled at the Aae time with 
zeal and drunkenneſs, riots" and religion. We muſt 
confeſs, if noiſe and clamour, flander and calumny, 
treaſon and perjury, were articles of their communi- 
on, there would be none living more punctual in the 


performance of their duties; but if a peaceable beha- 
viour, a love of truth, and a ſubmiſſion to ſuperiors, 


are the genuine marks of our profeſſion, we ought to 


be very heartily aſhamed of ſuch a profligate brother- 
bood. Or if we will ſtill think and own theſe men to 
be true ſons of the church of England, 1 dare ſay there 


is no church in Europe who will envy her the glory 


of ſuch diſciples. But it is to be hoped we are not 


ſo fond of party, as to look upon a man, becauſe he 


is a bad Kine "to he a "ROY, cw of 4 
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niſters, and ſcheme of government. 
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HERE 3s ſcarce any man in England, of what 
denomination ſoever, that is not a Free-thinker 
in politicks, and hath not ſome particular no- 


ons of his own, by which he diſtinguiſhes himſelf 
'from the reſt of the community. Our ifland, . which 


vas formerly called a nation of faints, may now be 
called a nation of ſtateſmen. Almoſt every age, pro- 
feſſion, and ſex among us, has its favourite ſet of mi- 


Our children are initiated into factions before they 
know their right hand from their left. They no 
ſooner begin to ſpeak, but Whig and Tory are the firſt 
words they learn. They are taught in their infane: 
to hate one nalf of the nation; and contract all he vi- 
rulence and paſſion of a party, before they come the 
uſe of their reaſon. N | : ASST 
As for our nobility, they are politicians by birth; 
and though the commons of the nation delegate their 


power in the community to certain repreſentatives, 


every one reſerves to himſelf a private juriſdiction, or 
privilege, of cenſuring their conduct, and rectifying 
the legiſlature. There is ſcarce a freſn- man in either 


univerſity, who is not able to mend the conſtitution 
in ſeveral particulars. We ſee *{quires and yeomen 


coming up to town every day, ſo full of politicks, 
that to uſe the thought of an ingenous gentleman, we 
are frequently put in mind of Roman diftators, who 


were called from the plough. I have often heard of 


a ſenior alderman in Buckinghamſhire, who, at all pub- 
lick meetings, grows drunk in praiſe of ariſtocracy, and 
is as often encountered by an old juſtice of peace who 
lives in the neighbourhood, and will talk you from mor- 
TE ning 


ning till night on the. Gothic balance. Who hath not 
. obſerved ſeveral pariſh clerks, that have ranſacked 
Hopkins and Sternhold for ſtaves in favour of the race 
of Jacob; after the example of their politick prede- 
ceſſors in Jliver's days, who on every ſabbath were for 
binding kings in chains, and nobles in links of iron 
Yon can ſcarce ſee a bench of porters without two or 
three caſviſts in it, that will ſettle you the right of prin. 
ces, and ſtate the bounds of the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
power, in the drinking of a pot of ale. What is more 
uſual than on a rejoicing night to meet with a drunk. 
en cobler bauling out for the church, and perhaps 
knocked down a little after, by an enemy in his own 
profeſſion, who is a lover of moderation. - 
We have taken notice in former papers of this poli- 
' tical ferment being got into the female ſex, and of the 
wild work it makes among them. We have had a late 
molt remarkable inſtance of it in a conteſt between a 
filter of the IM ite Roſe, and a beautiful and loyal-young 
lady, who to ſhew her zeal for revolution-principles, 
had adorned her pretty boſom with a Sweet William. 
The rabble of the ſex have not been aſhamed very late- 
ly to gather about bonfires, and to ſcream out their 
| 1 in the publick ſtreets. In ſhort, there is 
rdly a female in this our metropolis, who is not a 
competent 'udge of our higheſt controverſies in church 
and ſtate, We have ſeveral oyſter- women that hold 
the unlawfulneſs of epiſcopacy ; and cinder-wenches 
that are great ſticklers for indefeaſible right. 
Of all the ways and means by which this political 
humour hath been propagated among the people of 
Great Britain, I cannot ſingle out any fo prevalent 
and univerſal, as the late conſtant application of the 


preſs to the publiſhing of ſtate matters. We hear of 


| that are newly erected in the conntry, and {et 
apart for-this particular uſe. For, it ſeems the people 
of Exeter, Salisbury, and other large towns, are reſol- 
ved to be as great politicians as the inhabitants of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter ; and deal out ſuch news of their 
_ own printing, as is beſt ſuited to the genius of the mar- 
"ket people, and the taſte of the county. 
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One cannot but be ſorry, for the ſake of theſe places, 
that ſuch a pernicious machine is erected among them; 
for it is very well known here, that the making of the 
politician is the breaking of the tradeſmen. When 
2 citizen turns a Machiadvel, he grows too cunning to 
mind his own buſineſs ; and I have heard a curious 
obſervation, that the woollen manufacture has of late 
years decayed in proportion as the paper manufacture 
has increaſed. Whether the one may not properly be 
looked upon as the occaſion of the other, I ſhall leave 
to the judgment of perſons more profound in political 
enquiries, | a | 
As our news-writers record many facts which, to 
uſe their own phraſe, ford great matter of ſpeculation, 
their readers ſpeculate accordingly, and by their va- 
riety of conjectures in a few years become conſummate 
ſtateſmen ; beſides, as their papers are filled with a dif- 
ferent party-ſpirit, they naturally divide the people in- 
to different ſentiments, - who generally conſider rather 
the principles, than the truth of the news-writer. This 
humour prevails to ſach a degree, that there are ſeve-- 
ral well-meaning perſons in the. nation, who have been 
ſo miſled by their favourite authors of this kind, that 
in the preſent contention between the Turk and the em- 
peror, they are gone over infenfibly from the intereſts: 
of Chriſtianity, and become well-wiſhers to the Maho- 
metan cauſe.” In a word, almoſt every news-writer © 
has his ſet, which (conſidering the natural genius 


of our countrymen, to mix, vary, or refine in notions 


of ſtate) furniſhes every man, by degrees, with a par- 
ticular ſyſtem of policy. For, however any one 2 f 
concur in the general ſcheme of his party, it is ſti 

with certain reſerves and deviations, and with a ſalvo 
to his own private judgment. 1 | 
. Among this innumerable herd of politicians, T cannot 
but take notice of one ſet, who do not ſeem to play 
fair with the reſt of the fraternity, and make a very con- 
fiderable claſs of men. Theſe are ſuch as we may call 
the after-wiſe, who, when any project fails, or hath 
not had its deſired eſſect, foreſaw all the inconvenien- 
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cies that would ariſe from it, though they kept their 
thoughts to themſelves till they diſcovered the iſſue. 


Nay, there is nothing more uſual than for ſome of theſe 


wiſe men, who applauded publick meaſures, before they 
were put in execution, to condemn them upon their 


| proving unſucceſsful. The dictators in ”coffee-houſes 
are generally of this rank, who often give fhrewd in- 


timations that things would have taken another _ 
had they been members of the cabinet. 
How cult muſt it be for any form of government 


to continue undiſturbed, -or any ruler to live uncen- 


fored, where every one of the community is thus qua- 
liked. for modelling the conſtitution, and is ſo good a 
Judge in matters of ſtate ! A famous Frexch wit, to ſhew 
how the monarch of that nation, who has no partners 
in his ſovereignty, is better able to make his way through 
all the difficulties of government, than an emperor of 
Germany, who acts in concert with many inferior fel- 
low ſovereigns; compares the -firft to a ſerpent with 


many tails to one head; and the other to a ſerpent 
| with one tail to many heads; and puts the- queſtion, 


which of them is like to glide with moſt eaſe and acti- 
vity through a thicket? The fame comparifon will hold 
in eee nation conducted GY, or 
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—_— Tu, ws ventis 
Be lu dibrium, cave... 


Nuper ſollicitum quue mibi taedium, 


- Nunc deft yen, en non levis. Hos. Ra 


; * HE general diviſion of ths: Briifhs 1 nation is 
into Whigs and Tories, there being very few, 


-- if any, who ſtand neuters in the diſpute, 
without . themſelves ander one of theſe deno- 


minations. 
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minations. One would therefore be apt to think, that 
every member of the community, who embraces with 
vehemence the principles of either of theſe parties, 
had thoroughly fifted and examined them, and was ſe- 
cretly convinced of their preference to thoſe of that 
party which he rejects. And yet it is certain, that 
molt of our fellow - ſubjects are guided in this particu- 
lar, either by the prejudice of education, private in- 
tereſt, perſonal friendſhip, or a deference to the judg- 
ment of thoſe, who perhaps in their own hearts diſ- 
approve the opinions, which they induſtriouſſy ſpread 
among the multitude. Nay, there is nothing more 
undoubtedly true, than that great numbers of one fide 
concur in reality with the notions of thoſe whom they 
oppoſe, were they able to explain their implicit ſenti- 
ments, and to tell their own meaning. 
However, as it becomes every reaſonable man to 
examine thoſe principles by which he acts, I ſhall in 
this paper ſelect ſome conſiderations, out of many that 
might be inſiſted on, to ſhew the preference of what is 


2 


pouſed by the Tories. | 

. This will appear in the firſt place, if we reflect upon 
the tendency” of their reſpective principles, ſuppoſing 
them carried to their utmoſt extremity. For if, in 
this caſe, the worſt conſequences of the one are more 
eligible than the worſt conſequences of the other, it 
is a plain argument, that thoſe principles are the molt 
eligible of the two, whoſe effects are the leaſt pernici- 
ous. Now the tendency of theſe. two different ſets of 
principles, as they are charged upon each party by its 


| 0 called the Whig - ſcheme, to that which is e- 


antagoniſts, is as follows. The Tories tell us, that 


the Whig-ſcheme would end in Presbyterianiſm and 


| a commonwealth. The Whigs tell us on the other 


fide, that the Tory-ſcheme would terminate in Popery 
and arbitrary government. Were theſe reproaches 


mutually. true, which would be moſt preferable to any 


man of_common. ſenſe, Presbyterianiſm and a repub- 

lican form of government, or Popery and tyranny ? 

Both extremes are indeed dreadful, but not equally 

ſo; both to be regarded with the utmoſt by 
X 3 1 


the friends of our conſtitution, and lovers of our coun- 
try: But if one of them were inevitable, who would 
not rather chooſe to live under a ſtate of exceſſive liberty, 
than of ſlavery, and not prefer a religion that differs 
from our own in the circumſtantials, before one that 
differs from it in the eſſentials of Chriſtianity |! 
Secondly, let us look into the hiſtory of England, 
and ſee under which of thefe two ſchemes the nation 
hath enjoyed moſt honour and proſperity. If we ob- 
ſerve the reigns of queen Elizabeth and king James 1. 
(which an impudent Frenchmax calls the reigns of king 
Elizabeth and queen Fames) we find the Whig-ſcheme 
took place under the firſt, and the Tory-ſcheme under 
the latter. The firſt, in whom the Whigs have always 
gloried, oppoſed and humbled the moſt powerful among 
the Roman Catholick princes ; raiſed and ſupported 
the Dutch; aſſiſted the French Proteſtants ; and made 
the reformed religion an over-balance for Popery 
through all Europe. On the contrary, her ſucceſſor 


aggrandized the Catholick king; alienated himſelf 


from the Dutch ; ſuffered the French power to increaſe 
till it was too late to remedy it; and abandoned the 
intereſts of the king of Bohemia, grand-father to his 
preſent majeſty, which might have ſpread the reformed 
religion through all Germany. I need not deſcribe 
to the reader the different ſtate of the kingdom, as to 
its reputation, trade, - and wealth, under theſe two 
reigns, We might, after this, compare the figure 
in which theſe kingdoms, and the whole Proteſtant in- 
tereſt of Furope, were placed by the conduct of king 
Charles the ſecond, and that of king William; and e- 
very one knows which of the ſchemes prevailed in 
each of thoſe reigns. I ſhall not impute to any Tory- 
Tcheme the adminiſtration of king Zames the ſecond, 
on condition that they do not reproach the Whigs 
with the uſurpation of Oliver; as being fatisfied that 
the principles of thoſe governments are "reſpectively 
diſcſrimed'and abhorred by all the men of ſenſe and 
virtue in both parties, as they now ſtand. But we 
have a freſh inſtance which will be remembred with 


grief by the preſent age and all our poſterity, of the 


influ-; 
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inflaence both of Whig and Tory principles in the late 


reign, Was England ever fo glorious in the eyes of 


Europe, as in that part of it when the firſt prevailed ? 
Or was it ever more contemptible than when the laſt 
took place? : | 

I ſhall add, under this head, the preference of the 


Whig-ſcheme, with regard to foreigners. All the 


Proteſtant ſtates of Europe, who may be conſidered as 
neutral judges between both parties, and are well- 


-, Wiſhers to us in general, as to a Proteſtant people, re- 
joice upon the ſucceſs of a Whig-ſcheme ; while all 


of the church of Rome, who contemn, hate and deteſt 
us as the great bulwark of hereſy, are as much pleaſed 
when the oppolite party triumphs in its turn. And 
here let any impartial man put this queſtion to his own 
heart, whether that party doth not act reaſonably, who 
look upon the Dutch as their gennine friends and al- 
lies, conſidering that they are of the reformed religion, 
that- they have aſſiſted us in the preateſt times of ne- 
ceſſity, and that they can never entertain a thought of 


reducing us under their power. Or, on the other hand, 


let him conſider whether that party acts with more rea- 
ſon, who are the avowed friends of a nation, that are 
of the Roman Catholick religion, that have cruelly per- 


ſecuted our brethren of the reformation, that have 


made attempts in all ages to conquer this iſland, and 


ſupported the intereſt of that prince, who abdicated the 
| throne, and had endeavoured to ſubvert our civil and 


religious liberties. 12] | | 
. Thirdly, let us compare theſe two ſchemes from 


the effects they produce among ourſelves within our 
. own iſland ; and theſe we may conſider firſt with regard 
to the king, and ſecondly with regard to the people. 


1. With regard o the king. The Whigs have al- 
ways profeſſed and practiſed an obedience which they 
conceive. agreeable to the conſtitution; . whereas the 
Tories have concurred with the Whigs in their prac- 
tice, though they differ from them in their profeſſions ; 


and have avowed a principle of paſſive-obedience,: fo 
the temptation, * afterwards to the deſtruction, of - 


ed upon it. Nor muſt I here ont 


thole who have r 
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to take notice of that firm and zealous adherence which 
the Whig-party have ſhewn to the Proteſtant ſucceſ- 
ſion, and to the cauſe of his preſent majeſty. I have 
neyer heard of any in this principle, who was either 
guilty or ſuſpected of meaſures to defeat this eſtabliſh. 
ment, or to. overturn it, ſince it has taken effect. A 
© conſideration, which it, is hoped may put to ſilence 


thoſe who upbraid the Whig-ſchemes of government, 


with an inclination to a commonwealth, or a diſaffec- 
tion to kings. ; | 


$2 : 5 
2. With regard to the people. Every one muſt own 


that thoſe laws which have moſt conduced to the caſe 
and happineſs of the ſubject, have always paſſed in thoſe 
parliaments, which their enemies branded with the 
name of Whig, and during the time of a Whig-mini- 
ſtry. And, what is very remarkable, the Tories are 
now forced to have recourſe to thoſe laws for ſhelter and 
protection; by which they tacitly do honour to the 
Whig-ſcheme, and own it more accommodated to the 
happineſs of the people, than that which they eſpouſe. 
I hope I need not qualify theſe remarks with a ſup- 
poſition which I. have gone upon through the whole 
courſe of my papers, that I am far from conſidering a 
great part of thoſe who call themſelves Tories, as ene- 
mies to the preſent eſtabliſhment 3 and that by the 


Whigs I always mean thoſe who are friends to our con- 


ſtitution, both in church and ſtate. As we may look 
upon theſe to be, in the main, true lovers of their re- 
ligion and country, they ſeem rather to be divided by 
LS accidental friendſhips and circumftances, than by any 
eſſential diſtinction. . | 
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would not be acceſſary to the continuing of our politi- 
cal ferment, when occaſions of diſpnte are not admi- 
niſter d to us by matters depending before the legiſla- 
tore; and when debates without doors naturally fall 
with thoſe in the two houſes of parliament. At the 
ſame time a HBritiſh Free-holder would very ill diſcharge 
his part, if he did not acknowledge, with becoming du- 
ty and gratitude, the excellency and — of 
thoſe laws, by which the openly ntatives of men in his 
rank have recovered their country in a great meaſure 
out of its confuſions, and provided for its future peace 
and happineſs under the preſent eſtabliſhment, Their 
unanimous and regular proceeding, under the conduct 
af that honourable perſon who fills their chair with the 
moſt conſummate. abilities, and hath juſtly gained the 
eſteem of all ſides by the impartiality of his behaviour; 
the abſolute neceſſity of ſome acts which they have paſ- 
ſed, and their diſ-· inclination to extend them any longer 
than that neceſlity required; their manifeſt averſion to 
enter upon ſchemes,” which the enemies of our peace 
had inſinuated to have been their deſign ; together with 


that temper ſo ſuitable to the dignity of ſueh an aſſem- 
when it might have been expected 
that very unufnal heats would have ariſen in a houſe 
of commons; ſo zealous for their king and country; 
3 be ſufficient to quiet thoſe groundleſs jealouſies 


bly, at a 


d ſuſpiciotrs, which have been induſtriouſſy propa- 


— by the I- wiſhers to our conſtitution. 


The undertaking, which I am now laying down, 


vas entered upon in the very criſis of the * rebel- 

lion, when it was the duty of every Briton to contribute 
his utmoſt aſſiſtance to the government, in a manner 
ſuitably to his ſtation and abilities. All ſervices, which 
had a tendeney to this end, had a degree of merit in 


them; in proportion as the event of that cauſe which 


they 4 — was then doubtful. But at preſent they 


might be regarded, not as duties of private men to their 


endangered country, but as inſults of the ſucceſsful 


over their defeated enemies. 
Our nation indeed continues to be agitared with con- 
en tumults; but, God be thanked, theſe are ar 
4 9 * 
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only the impotent remains of an unnatural rebellion, 

and are no more than the after - toſſings of a ſea when 

- the ſtorm is laid. The enemies of his preſent majeſty, 
Inſtead of ſeeing him driven from his throne, as they 
vainly hoped, find him in a condition to viſit his domi- 
nions in Germany, without any danger to himſelf or 
to the publick; while his dutiful ſubjects would be in 
no ordinary concern upon this occaſion, had they not 
the conſolation to find themſelves left under the protec- 
tion of a prince who makes it his ambition to copy out 
his royal father's example; and who, by his duty to 
his majeſty, and affection to his people, is ſo well qua- 
lified to be the guardian of the realm. a | 
It would not be difficult to continue a paper of this 
kind, if one were diſpoſed to reſume the ſame ſubjects, 
and weary out the reader with the fame thoughts in a 


— =_ 


different phraſe, or to ramble through the cauſe of Whig fo 

and Tory, without any certain aim or method, in every ſt 

1 icular diſcourſe. Such a practice in political writ- * 

ee.rs, is like that of ſome preachers taken notice of by 5 

Dr. South, who being prepared only upon two or three * 

points of doctrine, run the ſame round with their au- b. 

dience, from one end of the year to the other, and are b 

always Pas is: pl them, — way of preface, Theſe N 
cdre particulars of fo great importance, that cannot | 

de Eiciendy inculcated. To avoid — of 0 

tthutology, I have endeavoured to make every paper a = 

E  diftin@ eſſay upon ſome particular ſubject, without de- a 

Vvoating into points foreign to the tenor of each diſcourſe. V. 

They are indeed moſt of them eſſays upon government, 1. 

but with a view to the preſent ſituation of affairs in / 

Great Britain; ſo that if they have the good fortune Me 

to live longer than works of this nature generally do, | ** 

future readers may ſee in them the complexion of the 2 

mes in which they were written. However, as there þ 

is no employment ſo irkſome, as that of tranſcribing 4 

out of one's ſelf, next to that of tranſeribing out of o- 5 


- thers, I ſhall let drop the work, ſince there do not oc- 
preſent 
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leave them to the judgment of others. I have taken 


particular care that they ſhould be conformable to our 


<> 


conftitution, and free from that mixture of violence 
and paſſion, which ſo often creeps into the works of 


political writers. A good cauſe doth not want any 


bitterneſs to ſupport it, as a bad one cannot ſubſiſt with- __ 


out it. It is indeed obſervable, that an author is ſeur- 


rilous in proportion as he is dull, and ſeems rather to 


be in a paſſion, becauſe he cannot find out what to ſay 
for his own-opinion, than becauſe he has diſcovered 
any pernicious abfurdities in that of his antagoniſts, A 
man ſatirized by writers: of this claſs, is like one burnt 


in the hand with a cold iron: There may be ignomini- 
dus terms and words of infamy in the ſtamp, but they 
leave not impreflion behind them. 


It would indeed have been unpardonable inſolence 
for a fellow-ſubje& to treat in a vindictive and cruel 
ſtyle, thoſe perſons whom his majeſty has endeavoured 


to reduce to obedience by gentle methods, which he 
has declared from the throne to be 79/7 agreeable to his 
inclinations. May we not hope that all of this kind, who 


have the leaſt ſentiments of honour or gratitude, will 
be won over to their duty by ſo many inftances of 
royal clemency, in the midſt of ſo many repeated pro- 
vocations ! May we not expect that Cicero's words to 
Caeſar, in which he ſpeaks of thoſe who were Caeſar's 
enemies, and of his conduct towards them, may be 
applied to his majeſty: Cimnes enim qui fuerunt, aut ſua 


pertinacia vitam amiſerunt, aut tua miſericordia retinue- 


audience to matters of this nature; and will perbafs 


runt ; ut aut nulli ſuperfent de inimicis, aut qui ſuper- 
fuerunt, amiciſimi jint. ——— Duare gaude tuo ifto 


. tam excellenti bono, et fruere cum fortuna, et gloria, 


tum etiam natura, et moribus tuis, Ex quo quidem 
maximus eſt fructut, jucunditaſque ſapienti —— — M. 
bil habet nec fortuna tua majus, quam ut pofſis, nec na- 
tura tua melius, quam ut velis, quamplurimos conſer- 
vare. | 

As for thoſe papers of a gayer turn, which may be 
met with in this collection, my reader will of himſelf 
conſider how requiſite they are to gain and keep up an 
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B 25 be the more indulgent to them, if he obſerves, that 


| they are none of them withovt'a moral, nor contain 
1 F — thing but what 1 18 conſiſtent wih decency and good - 
it 5 manners. 
It is eien 58 ihe 4 of the. ee has 
been to free the people's minds from thoſe prejudices 
1 .conveyed into — by the enemies to the preſent 
e ſtabliſument apainſt the king and royal family, by 
opening and. explaining their real characters ; to ſet 
forth his — s proceedings, which have been very 
a grolly miſrepreſented, in a fair and impartial light; to 
> -ſthew the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of our oppoſing 
== the pretender to his dominions, if we have any regard 
do our religion and. liberties: And, in a word, to in- 


e celine the minds of the people to the ere and enjoy- 


ment of their own happineſs, There is no queſtion, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, but theſe great ends will be brought 
about inſenſibly, as men will grow weary of a fruitleſs 
oppoſition; and be convinced; by experience, of a ne- 
ceſſity to acquieſce under a government which daily ga- 


forts of its enemies. In the mean while, I would re- 
= commend to our malecontents the advice given by a 


\ 


.great moraliſt to his friend upon another occaſion ; that 


7 che would ſhew it was in the power of wiſdom two com- 


poſe his paſſions; and let that be the work of reaſon 


LE er would certainly be the effect of time. 


"2m I ſhall only add, that if any writer ſhall do this pa- 
- per ſo much honour, as to inſcribe the title of it to o- 


5 5 ttzhers, which may be publiſhed upon the laying: down 


= of this work; the whole praiſe, or diſpraiſe of fuch a 
FE performance, will belong to ſome other author ; this 


-55th being the laſt paper that will come e from the hand 
* the F nd 


'+ 
— 
2 
3-8 
FRE. ed 
> K * 
. 
SY 
5 <6 
Ls” 
>, 
1 


